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floppy

HEWLETT PACKARD
1 GIGABYTE 3.5 5CSI £45
MICROPOLIS
2 GIGABYTE 3.5 5Csl ...
4 GIGABYTE 3.5 5Cs1 ...
9 GIGABYTE 3.5 5Cs1
HITACHI
340MB 2.5 IDE
510MB 2.5 IDE
810MB 2.5 IDE
1 GIGABYTE 2.5 IDE

80MB 2.5 IDE
120M8 2.5 IDE

External IDE hard disk for the AS00
comes complete with an internal ROM
switcher, and upgradable to 4MB RAM
M-TEC ATS00 BARE ..

M-TEC ATS00 420M8 .
MEMORY REQUIRES 30 i sMS

Save 1.5MB on a standard floppy drive
and 3MB when used in conjunction
with the XL Drive 1.76

FLOPPY EXPANDER

Disk Expander can add upto to 50% to

our hard drive capacity and works
with all drives including SCSI, IDE,
Flopples and even the RAM disk. Disk
xpander works on any Amiga with
any Kickstart.

DISK EXPANDER ..

£10

£25

drives

External PCMCIA 3.57 IDE hard disk

OVERDRIVE BARE . £99
OVERDRIVE 420M8 . . £259

2704 GIGABYTE . £659
4708 GIGABYTE £899
270 4 CARTRIDGE DL9D

£12
470 8 CARTRIDGE DL120 ...£19.95

128 OPTICAL
230MB OPTICAL ...
1.3 GIGABYTE OPTICAL
230MB OPTICAL DISK £29.95
1.3 GIGABYTE DISK £139.95

SCS1 case suitable for CD-ROM/D/DAT
Optical drives.

£7
£1999

5.25" SCSl or IDE CASE £79.95
357 SCSl or IDE CASE ... .£79.95

[___zip drive new]

Eaniy e (17: 95
100MB DI
2 DRIVE REQUIRES SQUIRREL5C51 NTERFACE

Backup to 520MB onto a ahr VHS tape.
Version 3 has new backup modes for
Amiga’s with a 68020 or higher CPU.

VIDEO BACKUP SCART

VIDEO BACKUP PHONO.
UPGRADE TO VERSION 3

award winning amiga

e

e
VIDEOMASTER AGA
VIDEOMASTER AGA RGB
VIDEOMASTER
VIDEOMASTER RG8
COLOURMASTER
PROMIDI INTERFACE

256 x 32 SIMM 72-PIN (1M8)
512 X 32 SIMM 72-PIN (2MB)
1X 32 SIMM (4MB)
2X32SIMM (8MB) .

4X 32 SIMM (16M8)

1X 8 SIMM 32-PIN (1M8)

4 X8 SIMM 32-PIN (4MB) ...

£59.95

1 4 STATIC COLUMN A3000 .

1x4
256 X 4 DIP.
1X10IP

SUPER DENISE.
KEYBOARD IC

FAT AGNUS 1MB.

FAT AGNUS 2 M8

PRINTER CABLE

RS232 CABLE

SCSI EXTERNAL ...
WORKBENCH 3.1 AS00/2000
WORKBENCH 3.1 A3000/4000
ROM SHARE DEVICE

2,04 ROM CHIP.
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A8z €€ roceorscserator card for
the AS00 and AS00+, option to fit
%301 or 69882 o plcteism (PLCC or
2GA). This card can fit upto 4MB FAST
#AM and i fully auto-configuring

NOT COMPATIELE WITH GVP HARD DRIVE

A500 68020 EC OMB RAM .. .£99.95
500 68020 EC AMB RAM . .£239.95

ACEEX V32 BIS 14.4 orer smoveo€ 139

X-LINK T0E 24 208 07 rpaoveo £229.95

TRAPFAX MODEM SOFTWARE . . .£49
ALL MODENS INCLUDE SOFTWARE AND CARLES

MICROVITEC 1438 14” £:
EPSON STYLUS INCPAPER . ... .£489
EPSON STYLUS PRO XL A3+ . £1499
STUDIO Il SOFTWARE £49.9

PICASSO Il 2MB RAM £249.95
HCASSO 1 M RAM
Cragnvion s £329.95
S i

£399.95

£25

Increase your Amiga 500/2000 chip RAM to
a total of 2MB. MegaChip does this by
using its own 2M8 RAM and also now
includes a 2MB Fat Agnus. No soldering is
required.

MEGACHIP RAM £159.95

£15

phane ordsrs

postal orders

warranty

Teshnieat support

wailarder prices

export arders

nfloorder terns

A 2MB RAM board for the AS00 which fits
in the trap door slot.
A500 2MB RAM

MEMORY CARDS
512K RAM WITH CLOCK ... .£24.95
512K RAM WITHOUT CLOCK £19.95
AB00 1MB RAM
AS00+ TMB RAM

£90

Mac and PC emulators for the Amiga.
EMPLANT MAC BASIC ... . .£239.95
BASIC MAC SMULATOR

EMPLANT MAC OPTION A . £279.95
DUALSERIALPORT AND APPLETALK

EMPLANT MAC OPTION 8 . .£279.95
HIPEED SC5 INTERFACE
EMPLANT MAC DELUXE .. .£399.95
INCLUDES OPTION A AND &

£586 DX MODULE

£89.95

Dm nmu.u[;\um DAY £5 |SAT IIQ__J,

MAXIGEN 3 £299.95 MINIMUM DELIVERY €2.50

ALLOW UP TO 7 DAYS FOR CHEQUES TO CLEAR

for product information sheets please call

g 01234 273000 POWER COMPUTING LTD
: 44A/B STANLEY STREET wux

01234 352207 BEDFORD MK41 7RW -
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We give you the full version of this database manager
PLUS An up-to-the-minute selection of the best of Aminet
uploads including... ABackup v5, Virus Checker v7.17,
AutoStart, NewMode, Reminder, BangerMenu and Colors.

‘MainActor

The full registered version of the most feature filled animation
package for the Amiga.

With the lastest version of our favourite commodity MultiCX
along with MultiCXPrefs, ASP and MiserPrint.
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1yt xtemalCloc Carrg il enable
Jour Amiga to continual tor the correct e and date 1
om memary.

Simply plugs onto the back of the Amiga and does not nvalidate
he warranty,

Compatitie with ALL Amigas

ONLY £19.99

Workench
Fullnstnctons and sofware suppl

e hard ive aisohas th fcily 1 add 2, 4, 6. b of
RAMinsie .

A500 170mb HARD DRIVE £189.95
AS00 425mb HARD DRIVE £229 55

Additional RAM for the hard drive £89.55 per Zmb

AntiVirus Professional is the most powerful tool
for detecting and removing viruses. Anti Virus pro
1. wil check and device hard drives, floppy disks
and even D ROM dives for viuses. Very

straight forward to use, includes a full 50
page manual,

PLEASE PHONE FOR A FULL INFORMATION SHEET
ANTIVIRUS
PROFESSIONAL £39.99
(Plus £1.50 for postage and packing)

P

i

Discology is the ulimate i cisk copying poner for the
| Amiga. The package comprises the Discology Disk,

AB00 MEMORY EXPANSIONS

1MB WITHOUT CLOCK £3:
WITH CLOCK £39,99

2mb £114.99

4mb £174.99

8mb £284.99

IDE interface to also run SCSI devices at the
‘same time s the IDE hard drive.
The Datafher SCSi+ wil operate
such as COROMS, hard drives,

15 2 16 bit SCSI Il controler car that converts the sig
nals on the iternal

UpIO 5 SCS! devices.
SyQuest removeatle

DATAFLYER SCSI+ ONLY £69.99
SQUIRREL SCSI INTERFACE

ALSO AVAILABLE £59.99
PCMCIA fitting SCS1 interface

High speed 3.5' Quantum SCS| hard cives with or with-
outa high qualty enclosure with s own power supgly.

420mb £214.95
540mb :239 99
850mb :284.99

—

3.5' HARD DRIVE CASE £54.95
CD ROM DRIVE CASE £59.99

1mb £39.99
2mb £77.99

4mb £129 99

8mb £239.99

g

50mhz 68882 FPU (PG
AllFPU's are supplied with crystal oscltors

33mhz 68882 FPU (plce) £49.99
40mhz 68882 FPU (plcc) £69.99

Include the appropriate Workbench 3.1 ROMS, disks, m'\uaham

fitting instructions. ;

Bring your Amiga into us for fiting for ONLY £10,00
WORKBENCH 3.1

for A500/1500,/2000 only 89.55
for A1200/3000,/4000 only 99,99

A) £79.99

[ZIEDRIVES & EZ DRIVES

Phone for prices and availability i




Ourigny raed, et packed modems e eal for Out igh speed 25 DE hars.
iy i, o ity et e s s o y

Amiga users. Al modems incuce

2.99
‘hich ncludes a cabie o connect the moden 10 the . mumom
‘comms software, Amiga Gude to Comms and a s of Bulletin
B0ards flom which you wil be abe to download vast amounts
ree software 5 wel 3 have acoess 1o EMALL facltes.

SPEEDCOM+B
(14,400 v32bis) £94.99
SPEEDCOM+BF

(28,800 va4) £174.99

Double speed CD ROM DRIVE complete with
ey e L
inc

ful nstrctions.
m-ﬂmmmlwunpnm.\

540mb £284.99

Amazig power o such  ow |

RENO CD
| WITH SQUIRREL £174.99
WITH DATAFLYER £174.99

AIWA ACD-300
ONLY £167.49 OR

WITH SQUIRREL £209.99
WITH DATAFLYER £209.99

Suport high qualty, ow cost
Chinon extomal SCS1 CD RO
e n a 10p ualty fan cooled

CHINON CDS435
INTERNAL £79.99
EXTERNAL £109.99
EXTERNAL WITH
SQUIRREL £154.99

Amazing value quad speed extemal SCSI CD ROM drive
03 op qualty enciosu

APOLLO 1220
ONLY £99.99

Pete Wi MMU, 2 SMM sockets (72
| PSS, st o  totng .
| it andpater
\ et icer S5 MES (o o
tons persecondl

APOLLO 1232/50 £199.99
4mb SIMM £129.99

8mb SIMM £239.99
68882 FPU £69.99

fiting unt that features a memory expansion,

Amazing
QUAD SPEED e, bty bahad ok 1 g SCS i o
standard

INTERNAL £184.99 (2 Pin SIMM upto B!

EXTERNAL £214.99
EXTERNAL WITH E | GAVE £10.00
SQUIRREL £259.99 <

APOLLO 1200SCSI
ONLY :99.00
APOLLO 1200SCSI
+ 2MB :169.05
APOLLO 1200SCSI
+ 4MB :209.00

S

No.1
FOR MAIL ORDER

No.1
FOR AMIGA
IN MANCHESTER

 card sales only)

tel: 0161 796 5279
for enquiries or

fax: 0161 796 3208

SIREN
SOFTWARE,
178 BURY NEW RD,
WHITEFIELD,
MANCHESTER
M45 60F,
ENGLAND

Access, Visa, Switch, Delta,
‘Connect étc accepted

Monday to Friday 9am to 6pm
Saturday mornings 9am to 12pn

Please phone first to
check availability
of any item.

From the M62 Junction 17
head towards Bury.
We are 50 yards on

the right hand side after

the third set of lights.

The door to our premises

is next to the
florists opposite
the Masons Pub.



Priceinc 1
cartridge,extr

100Mb cartridges
£15.95or less!

Abra peri
e T el Lo
the storage

et ot The Best-Valve |
i Hard Drives

and
CD-ROMs
you want  barddeive
ther SCS1 o IDE) then
thas the one tosuit
your needs; whether you
are looking for a smail
drive for your

Amiga Zip Tools
exclusively from HiSoft
Zpdees o Hioltcome it
g you el st ing o
o udpyour vl inmedy SV aware Amige the Sp

ives and associated cartrdges 3 100V
i & Oy ikt
1ate Augst 95 direcly from HiSoft

with especially-wrtten driver and

i ll ey leads

and a complete s of softw
programmed by HiSot, incuding

+ b e o Ty it fl
s rotct cturers warranty, only

pescithepis L RS s b e Quad- s,,eed nog

ters and come with CD-RO|

ourown additional )

warranty and technical

support

Order your Zip drive now o be firs in the long quevel

Super-Value DE drives are perfc
CD-ROM Pack ium-bwlmg;uur,kmklf\l.m
and come will
lead,fixing bolts & complete itting instructons.Fitting s very
straightiorward but may invalidate your Amigals warranty - check with us.

We ffertenal o xeral SC51
nd

fthas done it again with e if
rillant multimedia pack of Squirrel
Aiwa ACD.

dscquratly 255

10-0n-10 pack of CDs!

SCSI Hard Drives
365M et €179 30M el 239
I65Mb ol 249 7I0Mb et £09
UMD ol £09 1Gb
SHOM aer 279 1Gh sl £860

Justlook at what you get:

 The amazing,trond setng Squirel SCS
ntefce whichallos up o 7 eripherals
Oard drive, CD-ROM, Zp, scamer )
tolbedaisy-chaind togeter,

 CD32and COTV emuaton sftvure so

the external drives are supplied
our professional Squirrel 35" case
- (ovalibleseparately which
2.5" IDE Drives ncludes gl poer supply
" PSR a1 SCSt connections and
BTSRRI  corvcction cads o your choice
et i s (atextra cost
D, rmhn!m\ e T Yo o

* Tty Aivn D00 ¢
2000 lipart images, the Ulstrated Works

CDROM drin;

D ROM kS

P ol sl i b
s hat you an play msic CDs direthy

Pl an infornatioe LCD panel

e Order Free with your
o Credit/Debit Card
0500 223660

Allthis, packagged together, at  truly superb price, with
full 1 year warranty and technical support from HiSort.

Order Hotline: ihiere s More!
7 ;

e HiSeft I :

SYSTEMS

The Old School, Greenfield
Bedford MK455DE UK
Tel: +44 (0) 1525 718181
Fax: +44 (0) 1525 713716
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d last month that

g bundles. “SDL are long-time

ana very well respected,

Computing. “We've obviously had the

Plans for U5

Information for our American readers from Amiga
Technologies is sl sparse, but Gilles Bourdin t

company PR manager, was able o make a
fow ey revelations about thei US strategy

1o Amiga Compuing

Bourdin confirmed that there were no
plans to export the A1200 to America,
explaining: *We don't think there's enough
demand. But there is stil definitely a good

market for the 4000T.

‘The 4000T will cost between S2600-2800
for the 040 version, says Bourdin, which will
make it cheaper than its UK equivalent. At
the time of writing, it i in production and due
10 go on sale in America mid-October. Bourdin also

% Amiga wil be back on sale in UK
seps by the time you read ths piece,
o schedite to compete with PCs and

i the all-mportant lead-up to
Crsimas. The fist A1200 to be produced
smce Commodore's demise 18 months
a3 came off the production line at the
A Technologies factory in Bordeaux
o 11 September.

John Smith, Amiga Technologies’ UK
General Manager, confirmed the rumour
report SDL and
Lessuresoft wil be distributing the two new

By Gareth lofthouse

Amiga bacls at last

demise of ZCL recently so we needed a

The new Amiga bundie
Christma

his

Gilles Bourdin

e
offers a lot of expertise and dynamism.”

placement and we think Leisuresoft

Smith was confident that Amigas will
have a strong high street presence
before Chistmas, announcing that
Tandy has already agreed 1o stock
the A1200 in 130 stores and that
another chain may be

wia on the verge of making

a commitment
He has also said
that firms ke Game,

Leisuresoft, though

revealed that the American 4000Ts will come with the
same ‘Magic Pack’ software bundle reviewed in this

issue, except they will also include Scala
MM300. This is good news since UK MD
Anderson previously expressed doubs that

bundie would ship to America as well
There s o news et of a distributor or

partner for Amiga Technologies in the US,
though the company is sl looking 1o make
a deal with another party. Information on the
numbe

also unavalable.

r of 4000Ts allocated to America was.

Needless to say, we'll bring our

American readers more news as soon as
it becomes available.

The ECTS, Europe’s Computer
Trade Show, attracted a total of
10,359 visitors and 114 exhibitors,
but enthusiasts hoping 10 see a
stand set up by Amiga
Technologies were disappointed
Though the company's UK team
attended, MD Jonathan Anderson
claimed it was not the right ime to
take an official presence at the
show. He did say, however, that
they pian o be at the Spring ECTS.
Fortunately, Leisuresoft had the
A1200 magic pack on display,
giving trade s frst goneral viewing

o stand at KIS

of the bundle in the UK. Amigas,
though scarce at the show, were
displaying games on some other
developers' stands as well

On a diferent note, despite the
fact that the show was perceived
as a success, i seems nol everyone
was pleased with the technological
developments on dspiay.

Astrange note was found in
circultion from the Society Against
Gomputers in which the New York-
based group claimed that computer
technology is out of contrl.

“There are three months to

Christmas,” the\ gcys
leaflet stated. “This’
year, more than ever before, there.
wilbea

there will be no direct relationship between
them and Amiga Technologes.

Silica, SDL's retail arm, hope to boost
sales of the pack with the announcement
of an additional ‘Chaos' software pack that
will come with the standard bunde at no
extra cost. The games included will be
Chaos Engine, Syndicate, Pinball
Fantasies and Nick Faldo Championship
Golf. I's envisaged that while none of
these titles are new, they will make the.
bundle more atractive to gameplayers in
particular.

As Christmas approaches, Siica wil be
releasing several A1200 peripherals,
including the Amitek Swift range of RAM
boards and a Microspeed trackball

fimiga deueloper
disappears

The Amiga may be back, but yet another
supporter of the platfor has disappeared
forever. Rasputin, the game developers
that made Base Jumpers and Charlie J
Cool, stopped trading at the end of July

ing 10 the firm Tr-Logic who were
using them as publishers.

Rasputin is the latest Amiga company
to vanish after ZGL, the distribution and
retail gian, collapsed this summer. Amor,
makers of the wordprocessor called
Protex, also went bankrupt last month,

v, the staff of Rasputin have been
taken on by Soundscape Multimedia,
including Rasputin MD, Mark Stevenson.
Whether the team will publish Tr-Logic's
Limbo of the Lost game, previewed in this
magazine earler this year, is now unclear.

According to Limbo's designer, Steve
Bovis, Rasputin's failure 1o publish their
game puts it in breach of contract,

corporations to sell their products.
1o the domestic marke, to get
computers firmiy established in our
homes. Their goal is to make us il
dependent on these machines.
somebody must make a stand

noy

For a ful guide o the industry's
world domination antics at the
ECTS, read our full report in this.
issue on page 3

DECEMBER 1995

may take the
project up, but no new contracts have
been signed yet and Triogic have already
approached Ocean and Mindscape to
offer them the game. Any other parties
interested in publishing the tite are invted
10 call Steve Bovis on 01622 677158 or
Tim Croucher on 0973 512657.

Mark Slevenson was unable 10 clarity
what had happened to Rasputin atthe time
of going to press, though he confirmed he
is working for Soundscape Multmeda



fimiga recruitment

As one Amiga company disappears.
another s born. Intersect Developments
are a brand new development team for the
Amiga that is promising great things for
the platform, including games that will
push its AGA capabiliies 1o the limit

First up from the company comes
Atrophy, a new shooter due for release in
a month's time, but there aro other games.
already in the pipeline. As a consequence,
the company is now looking to recruit
graphic artists, particularly those.

‘Those interested in applying should call
Frank Tout on 01803 690174,

Gining once, going twice.

The eariiest known computer goes on sale
at Christies this October and is expected
o fetch a staggering £50,000. Invented by
Cambridge maths professor, Charles
Babbage, it never got past development
stage because of a dispute over payment
with his engineer. His bad luck continued,
because although he started on another
version this also was never finished.

Animation firsts

The UK first annual animation directory
is set 1o see the light of day via Venue
Publishing.

Titled Animation UK, it will contain
details on the those who make it happen,
whether individuals or large production
houses, through all stages of production.

Targeted mainly at advertising agencies,
commissioning editors and funding bodies,
the directory will promote all aspects of
animation. It will be priced at £10. Venue
Publishing can be contacted on 0117 942
8491

EMC library - subject to avalabily.

Please deliver to:

Name: _

Address:

8

r

™ (s Amiga Computing bl pie offer

This voucher entities the sender to any floppy disks at 50% discount from the

I enclose a cheque/postal order/credit card payment for €
disks:

cado. (] (1T 1] (1] (0]

e & RS SR , TH
Please remember to include £1 pé&p. Send your orders to EMComputergraphic,
Edith Road, Clacton-on-Sea, Essex. CO15 1U. Tel: 01255 431389

Arena for animators

For all those artistic Amiga users out there, another outlet for the creative urge comes in
the form of the Mulimedia Bit Movie competition scheduled for 4-8 April 1996, For the
last few years BitMovie has been giving animators and designers a forum in which to
explore the now ideas, techniques and narrative forms rising from the digital images
created using computers.

The competition takes place in Riccione, Italy, each year, but it atiracts entrants from
countries all around the world. In previous years, Amiga users have been winners or
runners up, 5o if you've been working on an animation it's worth sending off,

There is also a poster image competition for which entrants are invited o send in
images. The deadine for this is 15 November 1995, and you should take into account
that customs delays could hold up your submission by p 1o two weeks,

Work should be sent to BIT MOVIE ‘96, Via Bergamo, 2-47036 Riccione. For moro.

details call Carlo Mainardi on +39 541 643016,

Gpecial offer

E.M.Computergraphic and Amiga Computing are now offering
readers a massive discount of 50% on any floppy disks from
EMC's award-winning PD/shareware library. Anybody who wishes
o take advantage of this offer should find the EMC disks they
require from the existing or past EMC adverts in Amiga Computing
over the last year.

Choose the disks you want ~ the minimum order is £10 - then
divide the original cost by two and add £1 per order to cover the
costs of postage and packing. To be entitid 1o the offer, readers
must send our voucher along with their order details and cheques.

Forthcoming from EMC is a new CD called Phase 2, to be
released on 6 November 1995. I’ o be priced at £24.99 and wil
contain a vast range of fonts, cipart and images that are unavailable
on any other EMC CDs. The disc will also include thumbnal proview
screens,

Asa further offer, EMC are offering Phase 2 at a pre-release
discount price of £19.99 + p&p for all orders received before 3
November 1995,

for the following I

Expiy Date

Amiga Computing

DECEMBER 1995



Discology is the optimum pack-
age for heginners & experts

FREEPHONE
alike who wish o create back-up

Included i the Discology disk, Discology Cartridge and a 36 page 0500 340548
copies of original floppy disks = \ WLERET (credit/switch card sales only)
speedily and easily. Features a cartrdge backup mode for heavly protected disk (Requites the

use of an exteral isk dive) tel: 0161 796 5279

Two Nioble mades for coping wih protected 1BM and Atar disks for enquiries or

Sync Sean checks for unknown protecton systems fax: 0161 796 3208
Recognton of g and shart racks

ers cn backup disks via a modem to ancther Amiga
anywhere in th workd

Flly multitasking, copes with high densiy disk etc
Fl pdate servi is availble for registered users

SIREN
SOFTWARE,
178 BURY NEW RL
WHITEFIELD,
MANCHESTER
M45 6QF,
ENGLAND

Access, Visa, Switch, Delta,
Coninect étc accepted

£39.99

program. . Telephone for a 7itZZ
S tocme o abost

Monday to Friday 9am to 6pn
Saturday mornings 9am to 12p

Please phone first to
check availability
of any item.
Vs search onany device (Hardds, loppy disk CDROM etc)
Quik vacing of ik and leviruses fc.
BlockTest 1o search for viuses t the block el of a device Henieios inctiof Al
Automated unpacking of compressed programs for vius checking - W;“:g g’g‘ya;‘r’;sso"n'{'m
Recogtonof Botock Viruses wih analyss TRht haind e aertye
Safoguads hard drves Rigd Disk Bocks third set of ights.
Includes acomprehensive 50 page prted manua il
Follpdat servie 0 registerd users is next to the
flonsts opposite
the Masons Pub.

£39.99

Telephone for a 7i1Z2
full information sheet



SoftLogik Publishing, better known to Amiga owners
as the company behind the powerful DTP program
PageStream, are currently celebrating their tenth
anniversary. PageStream has somewhat led the
way for DTP packages, 50 much so that a new
vorsion is in development for Macintosh and
Windows. Amiga owners can look forward o a
rsion which is planned for next year.

Doron Kazmaier, SoftLogik president commented:
PageStream has become the number one Amiga
and Atari DTP program by being the best program
available. The Macintosh and Windows markets
have entrenched market leaders, but our extensive
experience as a pioneer in the DTP field will help

Birthday celebrations for Soft-logiks

us succeed where recent Mac DTP newcomers
have failed.

And for our American cousins... - SoftLogik
have announced that they have cut the price of
their upgrade for PageStream3. Previously, the
price for upgrades was $135 which has now been
aut o $95. For those on a budget, however, they
will be able o purchase a cut-down version for
$60. This will omit the Pantone colour libraries and
the printed manual. However, PageStream 3
includes a comprehensive help system, 5o s easy
to use without a manual. SoftLogik have taken
these steps because they believe in increasing
PageStream3's user-base 5o that they can continue

tditor's choice

Another Amiga product from Amerita comes in the form of Phantom Development's
Digital Quill. According to its makers, its a fully-featured text editor designed to meet
very text processing need with ‘grace and ease'. Quill will put editing functions at the
user's command with a user-definable Keystroke, Menu, or SpeedButton. The designers
say the program will be equally useful for working on book reports for the classroom as.
well as for writing C and Assembly language programs.

Sover) otk mecros ars included which support many popular compier environments
such as DIGE, and BenchMark Modula 2. It willinclude a wide range of features
including user- e sbie o e style guide-compliant GUI, AREXX support,
Auto-Indent for programmers and online help.

‘Quill is not only brand new in the sense of it being a new product,” the developers
said, “but t also brings a brand new attitude to text editors, and applications in general,
1o the Amiga. Quill is a user-centered design, that is 1o say it was designed from the
start with @ high degree of usabilty in mind, to provide a ground work that is comfort-
able and easy to use, while at the same time being fast and powerful

Digital Quill is priced at $59.95 in the US but it should be available with international
Amiga software dealers soon. Contact Phantom Development LLC. P.O. Box 572

antsville, CT 06479,
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Top titler

Amiga owners can now learn more
about how DTV titles work through a

£14.99 software video tutorial on Amiga
based titling produced by GV Broad
Enterprises.

The package contains an instruct-
ional video tape, plus six disks

including the required software. Not all
programs are AS00 compatible, but the
makers claim it's excellent value for
money.

For more information send an SAE
to GV Broad Enterprises, 43 Badger
Close, Maidenhead, Berkshire 2L6 2TE.

development of this program.

They are taking this still further by cutting the
price of the North American version of the current
version of Wordworth. Their direct price for owners.
of other SoffLogik programs has been lowered
from $120 to $99, and the new suggested retail
price reduced from $135 to $110. Top seller
Organizer has also been cut 1o $85.

SoftLogik are also offering loyal American readers.
a special deal for Wordworth 3.1. If you get friends
1o buy the package they will only have o pay &
reduced price and you will get $20 back off your
next purchase from SoftLogik. A similar deal
applies with PageStream 3

(omeback in (anada

With tales of woe for many Amiga-dedicated
‘companies, i’s good to hear that Wonder
Computers, one of North Americals largest
Amiga-only companies, have just expanded.
Wonder Computers, Inc. not only expanded
their corporate headquarters and added a
new multimedia dealership, but have also
formed Lazarus Engineering, a development
am dedicated t0 the creation and refinement
of Amiga products.

WGi's new headguarters keeps them
based in Ottawa, but creates 3,000 extra
square feet for the expanding administrative
office needs of the company. The former HQ.
wil continue to be used as a retail outlet, with
farger floor space, more storage, and a full-
time Amiga lab for classroom acivties run by
WGis information Technologies division.

ming offthe heels of a successful show
at AMIJAM ‘95 in Western Canada, Wonder
Computer have opened their fifth Amiga
dealership in Vancouver, British Columbia.

e addin’on of the Vancouver store,

nder Comg
i Amlgﬂ—only business nationwide. In
order to meet the demands of the global
Amiga marketplace, Wonder Computers
id a new product development
ivision to the team on the form of Lazarus
Engineering.

In addition to original, in-house projects,
Lazarus are hard at work revamping and
improving the product line WCi purchased
from New Horizons Software last spring.
According to Wonder, popular packages such
as Fiow, QuickWiite, and DesignWorks are
being brought up 1o the standards of the
latest Amiga operating system as well as
improved to compete in today’s marketplace.

“Under the ministrations of Amiga
Technologies, the Amiga marketplace has a
changing face,” the company’s Promotional
Director Jason Gompton claimed. “Wonder
Computers, Inc.is taking the steps neces:
to ensure that Amiga users woridwide are
prepared for the future and are supported in
their needs today.

For more deails e-mail Mark Habinski,
President and CEO at mark@wonder.ca, or
Jason Compton, ~ Promotional  at
joompton@wonder.ca.




<

The UK's favourite home computer is back! Amiga Technologies,
abrand new UK company have launched the Amiga 1200 with a
stunning array of software in the AMIGA MAGIC pack. And, fo
make a great pack even better, every Amiga 1200 Magic Pack
from Siica (at the advertised price), comes with a FREE
Chaos software pack - see below.

MAGIC PACK INCLUDES:

* Amiga 1200 Computer - 2w RAM

© 3.5" Floppy Disk Drive Built-in

© 2.5 170m8 HD Option-seeseoe |y

© Wordsworth vdse - word processor UPGRADE
seEpace:2

© Digita Datastore v1.1-patbsse
© Digita Organiser v1.1 - peisonal Organiser
© Turbo Calc v3.5- spreadshest

© Photogenics v1.2s¢
Painttmage Processin & Composing B

 Personal Paint v6.4
Paint Package

* Workbench v3.1

© Whizz-s0 pattorm Game

o FREEChaos Pack e

© Pinball Mania - pissai arcade Game

V / NV /

! A1200 SPECIFICATIONS
/=  32:Bit 68020EC Processor
« AGA Chipset/16.7 Millon Colours

\ « 2Mb RAM — Built-n Modulator
S5« 06 Key Keyt'rd With Numeric Key Pad

« PCMGIA Smart Gard Slot

SEE, OVERLEAF

2 PAGES OF
AMIGA PERIPHERALS & SOFTWARE

P A QU7 AU AN AN

Y A Q

INCLUDES ALL DISKS & MANUALS

INCLUDES SCALA MM300*

Y’A‘V’A

AMIGA A4000T

TOWER SYSTEM

SorTwane Pack "‘ o of o

© 68040/25wor 68060/50z PrOCESSOr  wowron or meuo-ss ez s oncme e
SO £25.99

61> RAM - 2us Chip, 4ws Fast Sncare - :
i

* Workbench v3.1 i NICK FALDO'S CHAMPIONSHIF G
. Advanced Graphics Architecture — AW CHAOS PACH o
‘AGA' Chip Set - 16.7 Million 7

Colour Palette
#1260 SCSI Hard Drive
© 1.76m Floppy Drive
© 2 x3.5" Drive Bays
® FREE Chaos Pack from Silica

v

A
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Al prices include VAT L ORDER HOTLINE:

0181-309 1111 <



VIDEO AND_GRAPHICS

RAM UPGRADES

FLOPPY DISK DRIVES

A\VIA;\‘WA\VIA;\VIA\VIA\IA\IA \/
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4, PwSidim GENLOCK |

AMES  FOR ALL AMIGA COMPUTERS
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T B
Sl
e

Hawk dus - No FPU____£189.00
£329.00

Hawk Bue - No FPU

@ 1w SONY FLOPPY

3)" DELUXE EXTERNAL FLOPPY DRIVE
FOR ALL AMIGA COMPUTERS

Y 3 %"
 tny
v Drive

CD-ROM DRIVE & SOFTWARE
OVEHDRWE QUAD SPEED CD-ROM

Aminet Set 1
frivi e Ee T

inet o1
P
o1

Ao
mmuﬂonl Boubla CD.-

£1995

e L L]
2000
Bt e

PS IMAGE MANIPULATION
i PHOTOGENICS V1.2

1y Photogeriics

o]

IMAGE PROCESSING
IMAGE FX v2.0
FOR ALL AMGAS

o Opandesig et ot sty
Rl s o e

SCALA MULTIMEDIA
MMa00

b
*Bfaor S
- C T bt

FPU 33w For Hawk

Py - £5000

FPU 40w For Hawk

3D HEADSET

£99.00

i-glasses!

FOR AMIGA 600/1200
4000 WITH MAMEA MODULATOR

Open your eyes 10 a whole

new realty. Uniike ofher head-
dovices, Vit

Fglassesi™ gve you a

its like having a personal 2

MODULATOR

4% MODULATOR
FOR ALL AMIGAS

e Amiet amts Exemal Mot
el et i
o s e, Eg i

st

ey | 34
POWER SUPPLY

£2900

< Ensirsastn soich

A I.‘OADER INTERNAL FLOPPV

s sy 1o o g

SCSI INTERFACE
SCSI-2 INTERFACE
SQUIRREL

FOR AB00/A1200

COLOUR MONITOR

14" COLOUR
MONITOR

FOR A1200/A4000T
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SOFTWARE OFFERS
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CANDO V25 £79.00 de-facto standard Filing System
B
£9G5 170, P69« oy 1o
GRoUTEPLUS | twos S Men

FINAL WhTER v £7495 ' Superfst- muchfastor than S
ke  Instant diectory lstings

PENPALUK1S £395
R AR . Fan!lﬂicmss mm negligidle.

£ copv1 S99 " pertorance

MAXIPLAN 4 1900 ® More efficient use of disk space

brec e an HS10FS.

PENPALUKLS 095 o ptios
v s |29
VSTAPRO 30 caus i

FREE UK
DELIVERY
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PRINTERS

CITIZEN 24-PIN
ABC COLOUR
DOT MATRIX

CANON BJC4000

coLov!
BUBBLE JET

LEXMARK EXEGJET IIC
COLOUR INKJET

'CD-ROM, HARD DRIVES & MODIB
Overdio DE HD 560w £248.00

smm STO2300AG 262u0
14900

Overdrive € D1 20

£349.00
Zoom 14.4XE Fax Modem__ £79.00

288X Fax Modem _ £143.65

OVERDRIVE HD
(IDE) - 560Mb
it :::,m:',:?;z e

Panasonic

PD SYSTEM
READ/WRITE OPTICAL DAIVE

Quickshot Apache QS131

MEGA MOUSE

FOR ALL AMIGAS

Mega Mouse 3 Buton

£1495

AMIGA CD**
CRITICAL ZONE PACK

32-BIT SYSTEM - 7 CD TITLES

ER
CONSOLE

MORE THAN JUST A
GAMES CONSOLE
Critical Zone includes the powerful 32-bit CD*
games_console with buitin dual speed CO-
(M drive, an 11 button controller and 7 fop
CD-ROM games. Optional upgrades include
Keyboard and disk drive (allowing use of 1200
oftware) and an MPEG video playback card
allowing video CDs to be played on the CD™
32-Bit processing power
o Dual speed CD-ROM drive
16.8 million colours
Plays audio & CD+graphics CDs
11 button controller
Titles available from £9.99
Optional full screen video
€D module -
OPTIONAL $X1 MODULE

£

SX1 0D BLACK KEVBOARD  £38.00 NCVAT cn 3450]

WE OFFER |
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NEWS

B i . | d r.
KB have been creating Amiga
hardware since the very begin-
ning. Their Insider 1Mb board

for the Amiga 1000 was one of the
first reasonably priced A1000 RAM
boards back in oarly 1986

While most of the other Amiga hard
waro manufacturers in the States have
shut down or moved Into the Intel world,
DKB's il on the cuting edge, releasing
the first North American 68060 accelera-
tor board. The WildFire 060, surprisingly
enough, isn't designed for the A4000 or
A3000, but for the venerable Amiga
2000. The A2000 has the greatest pene-
ralion into the professional market on
his side of the Pond, as a large percef-
age of the machines are used as Vidoo
Toaster platforms. And when you're
rendoring frames in LightWave, you
need allthe horsepower you can gel.

“The WildFire 06O features true SOMHz
68060 architecture ~ it’s not an 040
board redesigned to accept the more
advanced chip. The 060 can access

Denny Attsin reports on a US manufacturer
still supplying hardware for the Amiga

memory 64-bils at a time (compared to
32:bits at a time on the 040, and 16-bit
access on the basic A2000), and the
WildFire board can support up to 128Mb
of memory in mixed combinations of 4,
8, 16, and 32Mb SIMMs in standard 72-
pin modules.

‘The board boasts a 32-bit Fast SCSI-
2 controllr. Its DMA access means over
U power is still available
when reading and writing. The
AutoConfig board also sports an
Ethernet controller that supports both
twisted pair and thin coax cables, with
transfers up to 100Mblsecond

The board lists for $1699, and DKB
will follow up soon with a model for the
A4000 and A4000T. In the meantime,
its rather ironic that — for a short time —

PageStream 3's quirks are nearly ironed out now,
and version 8.1 with all promised features
implemented and the bugs ironed out may be ot by.
the time you read this. SoftLogik will then wrap up.
theMac port, which should be out this Winter, to be
followed by a Windows 95 release in the second half
of 1996,

SoftLogik aren't jumping ship, though. Along with
distributing Digita’s products in North America, the
company are also continuing to develop add-ons for
PageStream. The latest is TextFX, an add-on

module that finally does away with the need to load
SofLagicn quirky and discontinued Art Expression f

od ol orealial ancy ex! spidah I your
Gosumont, TodPX s 8

nsion and

Tent effects

fits seamiessly ino the PageStreamd iterface. A new
button will appear in the Edit palette for text objects to
access the TextFX requester

It has the capabilies of Art Expression's text
effects features and then some. It can warp text inside
any of the 50 pre-defined shapes, and you can warp
{extin your own shapes via Arexx macros. It can even
warp mullle ines of ext nside shapes. TextFX can
even convert TextFX objects and any frameless text
object o graphics.

TextFX is compatible with Compugraphic,
PostScript and SoftLogik DMF fonts. (It also works
wih TrueType fonts if you have SoftLogik's optional
TrueType font engine.) It sells for $50, and Art

urchase it foronly $40.

the A2000 may be the fastest Amiga on
the planet.

DKB has also mentioned that they're
developing a multi-I/O Zorro 11 board,
The current plan s to include one paral-
lel and four serial ports, with an optional
‘expansion module that wil add another
set of one parallel and four serial ports.

For more information, contact DKB at
(810) 348-3821

SoftWood are answering the cries of
Amiga users who don't have the memory
or horsepower 10 run Final Writer 4, but
who do want an updated word processor.
Look for Final Copy 4 this winter, with the
improved interface of Final Writer 4, but
lacking a few features.

Amiga owners looking for an all-in-one
scanner solution should contact MiGraph.
Their MS2400 is a one-pass scanner that
scans at up 1o 2400 dpi, while the MS1200
s a 3-pass, 1200 dpi scanner. The kits
include the scanner, SCS cable, Colorkit
i software, and MiGraph OCR for the.

iga. Migraph can be reached by voice or
iy (206) 838-4677.

If you're looking for photo backgrounds for
your desktop video or publishing work,
Canada’s  Legendary  Design
Techkgles la released ProPics, a

of 24t pictures stored in
IFF‘ BMP, Jpsq and Toaster Framestore
formats. The CD even includes viewers
and image-processing programs for both
the Amiga and PC. Call Legendary
Design Technologies at (519) 7536120,
fax them at (519) 753-5052, or e-mail
legend@io.org.

There's still no definite word on Amiga
distribution in the U.S., but it appears non-
exclusive licenses 1o distribute the A4000T
may be issued to CEl and SMG (the com-
pany that handied Commodore's US repairs
during s last few years of existence).
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[EDITORIAL]

t's a small world, they say, and

apparently its getting smaller all

the time. Physical transport net-
works have made it possible to travel
between continents in a matter of hours;
now the Intermat will 1aka you al over the
world in a matter of seconds,

Yes, provicing you'vs got a computer
and a connection, the world's your oyster —
or 50 the magazines keep telling us. We've
all read - and in my case written — the end
less articles about the online revolution
coming our way courtesy of the Internet,
the technological leap that supposedy rep-
resents the ‘Zeilgoist’for the 21st century.

After all the talk, i’s not surprising if your
first visit to the web is disappointing. The
‘amount of information out there s so vast it
defies human comprehension and, unfortu-
nately, a large proportion of it is utterly
useless garbage.

The Internet's advocates often point to
the fact that anyone can use it as a publish-
ing medium as one of the Web's great
strengths. They are probably right, but any-
one who's ploughed through site after
pointless, boring site will realise it is also
one of its great weaknesses. There is no-

weak it doesn't merit the expense of a visit
on your phone bill

IN THE SLOW LANE

Add (o that the fact that the software and
connections are still far from stable, and
that access times just seem to get siower
and slower as more people jump on the
bandwagon, and the Internet s clearly far
from being the Information Superhighway
we've been shouting about. Some s:

foibles of computing may well all at the first
hurdie through frustration.

Magazines have chumed out articles that
glorify the Net to a degree totally dispropor-
tionate to the benefits most people can
derive from it in its present form. How can it
possibly match up to the great expectations
we have built for it?

The paradox of the Internet is that it
gives 30 million people the means of

[eb of lies

The internet connects you —
ta millions of people around —|

the globe, 50 how came —
surfing can be such a boring —| @K/‘
and lonely experience ? —|
Lareth lofthouse debunkss —|
the myths surrounding the —
World Wide Web —1

communicating with each other from all
around the world, yet surfing is as lonely
and isolated an experience as computing
ever can be.

What about al those Net romances, all
those friendships struck up between indivic
uals from different nations, you may be
asking? Well, | don't know about anyone
else, but my experience of the IRC
channels has been so dull its put me offfor
life. Even the sex channel I visited was
populated by computer nerds and iliterates
tapping away in a discussion about as
saucy as assembler code.

Unfortunately, the people who voluntarily
trade in time they could spend socialising
with friends for the alternative of wittering
onin Intemet discussion groups are usually
not the sort of peaple you want to befriend.

‘The problem with IRC groups is that they
allow the social inadequates, the bores and
the know-it-alls to hide behind the

anonymity of grey text pages. The net is
the great leveller, a communication medi-
um that allows Kevin from Bedford to pass
himself off as Axeman the cool dude. But
people who need call signs and an expan-
sive vocabulary of smileys to make an
impression should probably be avoided.

More seriously, we jounalists are caus-
ing at least as much damage to the credi-
biliy of the new medium as anyone else.
Meaningless watfle and naval gazing is
almost endemic among journalists writing
about the Internet.

The danger is that Jo Public will be
bored and disillusioned by the Web long
before it reaches a state where it matches
most of the claims made for it. If, as
enthusiasts, we want this technology to
reach its potential, perhaps it's time we
stopped trumpet blowing, took a step back,
and started looking at things a bit more
objectively.
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The Fall & Rise in Amiga
Frame Grabbing...

ProGrab™ has caused a Real Fall in the Price of Quality Frame Grabbing
- the Rise in Standards speak for themselves!

The revolutionary NEW S:\VHS ProGrab™ 24RT Plus, with Teletext, is not only the best way to get
crisp colour video images into your Amiga, it also costs less than any of ts rivals. This real
time, PAL'SECAM-NTSC", 24-Bit colour frame grabber/digitiser has slashed the price of
image grabbing on the Amiga, and at the same time has received rave reviews for its ease
of use and excellent quality results. ProGrab Plus™ is now S-VHS compatible tool
ProGrab™ has received honours from just about every Amiga magazine!
And... with ProGrab™ you needn' be an expert in Amiga Video Technology either..
A simple 3 stage operation ensures the
right results - Real Time, after time.

STAGE 1..

Country |, Select
Watch
on One

th SVHS or composit output. This could
V with SCART ulput, satlite ecenve,

or standiad TV signal passing through
ihe choice s yous

Grab images with

your camcorder

be
Incuding S WS domestc VCR/pia

Take 2 signa from
jih SCART outpus

With ProGrabs
using the

and Grab (because the

need for  freeze frame
es a Teletext viewing/
5. Once grabbed, simply
e on your Amiga screen

e capturing iy o
dowioad and viewthe ful
STAGE 3...

Use the image with your favourie word processor, DTP or qraphics package.

Pro-GRAB. ..

ProGrab™ really does make
S it that simple!

VCRS video output
incuding SVHS

For just £129.95

= ProGras™ 2487 Pius Digiser
Version 25 Software

on the order form provided to.
Evening Phone:
T | [t we, Uy
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Eharwood ; i irie 0 223 e k8 s i )
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f you have already booted this.
month's CoverDisks, you may
have noliced a slight change to

normal. Wa are now using Gommodore's
insialler uilty 10 try and make extracting
the archives as asy as possible for you

To extract any single archive, simply
double-click ts icon and follow the on-
screen instructons. If you want o quickly
extract the program to RAM, select the
NOVICE level on the welcomo scroen
and press proceed once on the current
screen, and then again on the next. The
program can now be found in your RAM
disk.

You also have the option of using a
floppy disk. If you pick this option mako
sure you have a blank formatted disk at
the ready, and if you only have one disk

get ready for lots of disk swapping and a

The Amiga instaler needs to be told
10 extract the files to. Simply.
click stination

ga Comput,
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A myriad of utilities for you this month, including

two complete products - the ewcellent database,
Final Data, and a fully registered version of the
tremendous animation pactsage Main Actor

The double

Author: SoftWood
Workbench: 2.04

The first of our two product give-away
for this month is Final Data, a compre-
hensive and extremely nice looking
database manager. Hard drive users.

0ppY,
Workbench disk, and then run Final
Data

If you want to get a quick idea of
what Final Data is like 10 use, load one
of the example databases. The data-
base looks very much like a spreadsheet,
allowing you o view a lot of entries at the

You will quickly notice that individual
columns can be resized on the fly,

Final Data

an entire row or column can be quickly
selecled by simply clicking on its button,
and individual entries are easily edited,
again by just clicking on them
rt a new database select new
from the project menu, causing a
requester to pop up. Whenever you wish
make a new column, you use this
requester, bu fist you must select what
type of data the column will contain. Final
Data can handie five different types, and
these firstthree are fairly self explanatory
— being text, date, times. The other two,
Amount and Calc, do need a little
explanation
The Amount datatype tells Final Data
that what will be entered in this column
is numerical data, therefore allowing
calculations to be performed on it. You
can specify whether it should treat the
amounts as currency and also how the




Stil Due cotumn shows off
the use of Calc functions

amount should be displayed. The total
value of all the entries in the column
can be displayed at the bottom of the
window and also o printed reports.

Calc columns allow you to perform
calculations on any Amount columns
you have previously defined. If you
have a number of Amount columns and
try to create a new Calc column, you
will be presented with a new requester
with various gadgets and list views. The
group of radio buttons in the bottom
right-hand corner let you add standard
math functions and numbers

So 1o create a new Calc column
called Debt, which involves sublracting
the amount Payment from the amount
Cost, you must frst click on Cost in the
fist view, then click on the minus button
and then on Payment

If at a later data you want to adjust a
column's attributes, use the redefine
function in the columns menu. After you
have made a change, make sure you
activate the Accept button by clicking in
the text gadget containing the column
name and pressing return. Otherwise
any changes you have made will be
ignored

Fital Data s faly sraighforward
search and sort options
requester lets you choose hion
column the database should be sorted
by and whether this is high to low

 vice versa, and the search and
replace function is the same s any text
editor

Potentially the most powerlul feature
of Final Data is its comprehensive
ARexx port which allows youi 0 not only.
write ARexx programs that can alter
Final Data's interface and the way it
works, but will also let you easily share
data with other ARexx programs — the
primary one being Final Writer, which
would allow you 1o do mail merges very
easily

Author: lan J Einman
Workbench: 3.0

Want 16 find out what the colours on
any of your screens are? Oh, well
anyway you can with Colors — yes it is
an American program, hence the
speling. Featuring a font and screen-
sensitive window, Colors does look

Iy adjust to whatever resolution it is
displayed in

There are plenty of options to allow
you to mess about with screen
colours, in both RGB, CMY and HSI.
You can also load the palette in from
any picture files, because Colors will
ook for the CMAP chunk in an ILBM
file and load it in. Before you try to
use Colors, make sure you have the

systemplus.ibrary installed, otherwise
it will crash

Auto5tart

Author: lan J. Einman
Workbench: 2.04

From Workbench 2 a new drawer was added to the
Workbench disk, that being the WBStartup drawer.
This made it a dodde 1o got programs up and running
along with Workbench, without having to mess about
editing your startup sequence. It is even possible to
specify which programs should be run first using the
STARTPRI tool type.

So why would you want to replace this great function?
Well, AutoStart adds a number of useful new facilties
along with a number advantages over the normal
WBStartup. For starters, AutoStart can run any of the.
following: Workbench , DOS and ARexx programs
along with Amiga DOS Scripts. t is even possible to
specify a number of DOS commands on the same line.

coverpisks I

Faulty (ouerDisks

If you should find your Amiga
Computing CoverDisk damaged
or faulty, please return it to:

TIB Plc, TIB House, 11 Edward
Street, Bradford, W. Yorks BD4

Please allow 28 days for delivery

ABackup uS

Author: Denis Gounelle
& Reza Elghazi
Workbench: 2.04

1 would hope all you hard drive owners
out there have a stack of disks tucked

them, and if you have not why not? You
just know at the most inconvenient time
your hard drive will crash and you will
lose some vital data, and then you're
going to be cursing yourselr

Wel, ABackup has got to be one of the
best hard drive backup programs around,
and this latest version gives the old
interface a complete overhaul for a much
nicer font sensitive one that works equally
well on either Workbench or on its own
custom screen.

Installation is nice and easy, using the
standard installer. Once done you can
take a quick look at all of ABackup's
features, which include tape and file back-
up support. This has the abilty to speciy
exactly what compression it should use,
including direct support for the XPK com-
pression libraries, and ABackup also
allows you o use exteral compression
programs such as Lha, if you wi

>

You are best off using the supplied install script
because there is a new library 1o install, and before you
all start groaning, it's only small and is needed for
Colors to work as well. Once installed you should move.
all your old WBStartup programs back 1o their original
Iocations. Then, run the preference program and
simply drag and drop all the programs you want o
run at startup into the preference window. It could not
be simpler.

You can then prioriie the programs by using the +
and - buttons to move the programs up and down the
list, the highest programs being run first. One very
useful addition s that you can lag certain programs
that should not be run ifthe mouse button is being held
down at startup time. This allows you 10 boot up with a
minimal system which is very useful when you want
every byte of memory available.

Amiga Computing
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Banger Menu

Author: André Trettin
Workbench: 2.04

Here is another useful system enhancer
for your hard drive. Banger (no sniggering
al the back, il you don't mind) Menu lets
You choose to run various diferent scripts
o programs when you boot your machine.
When you reset your machine, hoid down
the caps lock key and voila, Banger
Monu's ltle window will appear with your should use
Various boot p choices. Just click on the

option you want.

This is pretty helpful because if you
want a number of different boot-up
sequences it is a good way of getting an
easy-to-use interface. Currently, | have
three altematives 1o the standard startup
sequence ~ two for booting the CD and
another for running with a minimal systern.
Banger Menu provides a perfect way of
choosing which altemative | want.

To install Banger Menu you need to add
aline early on in your startup sequence to
run it. You will also need to adjust the
preference file o suit your own needs. To
do this you will need a good text editor,
like CygnusEd. What a stroke of luck — we.
gave it away last morih.

and a completely new interface design.

Final Data
mzzim=e— | | any vius configuration fles.

Uirus Checkser 717

Author: John Veldthuis
Workbench:

204

Virus Checker has just undergone a complete overhaul, 50 has jumped up a new
evision number. The major new addiions are locale support for diferent languages,

Gone is the large single window of the old design because it has been replaced by a
more elegant selection of buttons, each of which leads you off 1o the various different
sections of the program. Virus Checker now uses the standard installer program, which
an be found on the first CoverDisk. There are a lot of files 10 copy across and you
Personally, the best place to put the actual Virus Checker program s n the

| WBStartup arawer. You should note that this version is not compatible with the old con-
figuration files, so if you have problems running it, check in your ‘8" directory and dolote

Thisis great unti programs start opening
screens that you do not want o work on —
especially older programs which give you
It or no way of changing the used screen
mode. This is where NewNode comes in.
Each time a new program tres to open
a screen, NewMode will pop up and ask if
it should change the original screen mode
~ if at all. It provides you with various
options, ranging from completely ignoring
ihe program 1o allowing you to choose a
screen mode each time the program is
run. The control over what type of screen

MewMode

Author: Andreas Linnemann
‘Workbench: 2.04

One of the nicest features of AmigaDOS
is the ability o have many different
scroans open al the same time. This
makes it so much easier when working
with different applications because each

can reside on its very own screen,
with each screen being capable of having
its own resolution and depth

Reminder

Author: Richard Ambridge
nch: 2.04

If you are always forgetting to do things during the
day then you need this small commodity. If you
drag Reminder into your WBStartup drawer, each
time you start your computer it will check for any
messages you have entered into it. These mes-
sages can be viewed and edited from the main win-

ol Just some of the nasty tasks | have o carry out

Reminder provides you with a number of different message types, depending on how often you need to be
reminded fo do something. Persistent is simply a daly reminder that will not go away until you delete it. Along with
this there are weekly, monthly, yearty and a birthday reminder. This is the same as the yearly one, but with the
addiion of an extra note, reminding you it is someone's birthday.

Helplully, there are also relative reminders, so if you get paid on a partiular day of the month, say the last

tonday of the monih, this can be set. This s also possible for yearly relative dates. It i also possible 1o specify a
ol e of dayof e et tevese L like 5.15pm which is when | can hobble off home. There
is al I rogram,

Al these adjustments are easily done mmngn Ramindars ntraco using the proporiona sides o adust the
day and weeks. There are also uts available for all the operations, but you wil have to read the
documents to get a run down on al of them.

Reminder does provide a few other services, along with a good preference section where you can view all
forthcoming events for a specific time span

Amiga Computing

s opened is extremely comprehensive,
allowing you to choose the amount of
overscan, screen depth, and whether an
extra halfbrite or HAM screen should be
used. This is as well as the normal screen
mode choice. There are plenty of other
options available and you should read the
provided document for full details.

Tiff Uiew Patch

If you bought last month's issue you will
have got your grubby litle mitts on the
excellent utilty, TiffView. Well apparently.
there is a big bug in the IFF save routine,
which means only TiftView can reload any
images that t saves out.

This will correct that bug. To use it &
you will need 1o open a shell and change
directory to where you have placed the
patch directory. Next, copy the TiffView
executable into the same directory, and
then type spatch TiffView — this will
alter the original program to remove the
problem




As if one full program was ot enough to keep
you occupied, this month we have the fully-
registered version of Main Actor. This is such a
large program that only users with over 1.5Mb of
hard drive space will be able 10 use it

To install MainActor boot up with your hard
drive and double-click on the InstallKey icon.
This copies the special Main Actor key fle across

You can even play animations in a window

Mainfctor

Author: Markus Moenig
Workbench: 2.0
Hard drive required

10 your L: directory and wil give you access to all
of Main Actors features, and ramove al the
annoying ‘please register’ requester

To losak ot o, programs ible i oo
the MainActor.tha is you must have
the installer program in your C: directory. If you
do not have this it can be found on the first
CoverDisk n the G drawer — drag it across 1o you
hard drive. Make sure you select expert instal,
otherwise you will only be able to choose RAM
as the destination.

Once on your hard drive you will have to add
an assign line to your user startup, that being
Assign MainActor: . This allows Main Actor to
locate all the extra fles it uses.

When you get Main Actor up and running you
will access either a sequence of pictures or a
complete animation. Luckily, Main Actor accepts

ASP

Author: Zeno Montresor
bench: 2,04
Magic User Interface required

The Amiga's operating system is a fairly
complex beast, with lots of different
aspects of it running in the background,
hiddon away from the user. Things ike
libraries, devices, tasks, processes,
ARexx ports and interrupts can all be
opened, closed, created and disappear
without you knowing a thing about it

y one who is curious enough,
this Amiga scan program wil let you prod
and poke and investigate all these things
SR machine, if you

@ not too careful.

*One of the most helpfl things about
the program is that if  program should
crash, leaving its windows and screens
open, ASP will let you recover those
resources by allowing you to close the,
redundant windows and screens. There
are two versions on the disk, one for
Workbench 2 and the other for version 3.

built ino the Desk Jet, you can squeeze
around 170 characters across a single
plece of A4, and as most text is only 80
characters across you even have room
1o spare.

If you then use the other side of the
paper you can squeeze up to eight pages
onto a single piece. This is perfect if you
need to print ou a large manual, because
itis asier to browse through, plus you
have the added bonus of saving paper.

You also get the abilty to specify what
range of pages should be printed, and
can view a preview of how each page
will o0k

MultitH Prefs

Author: Michael Barsoom
Workbench: 2.04

One of the problems with MuliCX is that
in trying to keep the program as small as
possible, all its preferences are stored as
100l types in the program’s icon. Seeing
that there are so many functions built
into MUliCX, this makes for a daunting
number of tool types. This preference

Miser Print

Author: Heinz-Guenter Boettger
Workbench: 2.04
HP Desk Jet printer required

‘This must be a favourite with all Desk Jet
owners out there. For anyone that does.
not know what it does, Miser Print makes
your paper go a lot further by allowing
You to squeeze up to eight A4 pages
onto a single piece of paper. So using
my vast mathematical skills, with Miser
Print you can use an eighth of the paper
You would usually use.

How is this law of physics-breaking
feat achieved, | hear you cry? Well it is
quite simple. Using one of the tiny fonts

MultiCk 2.08

Author: Martin Berndt
Workbench: 2.0:

This is Ben Vost's favourite program in the
whole world. He loves it to bits, he does
MUltiCX, if you did not know, is one of those
do-it-all-in-a-single-program programs. The main

je MultiCX has over all the others is its

diminutive size, and the fact it has been written
in a highly compatible way.
Well, what is new for version 2 then? Martin

can do assigns from
of another program from your WBStartup drawer.
For ShapeShifter users there is a freeze
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a wide range of animation formats along with the
normal IFF Anim format, such a AVI, FLI and
C.

The real power behind Main Actor i its ARexx
port. A number of example scripts are available
for you to play about with, along with a short
‘example animation

MainActor supports a wide range of Anim formats

program gives you a lovely GUI to
access and adjust all those tool types in
relative comfort.

Just before press we got an update of
MUltiCX. This only corrected some bugs,
but as the preference program is looking
for version 2 of MUIiCX, it does warn you
that it may not be compatible. Do not
worry ~ all MuItiCX's functions are
accessible with this version of MulticX
Prfs.

At a5t you do not have go mad messing
‘about with all those tool types

ShapeShifter function. When the ShapeShifter
screen s pushed to the back it will freeze the
program, therefore stopping graphic card
screens being corrupted. There is also a function
to make the right button equal a Mac double-
click, but | have been told this s pretty useless.

Another two new additions to MultiCX are lock
pens for MagicWB users, so you will never lose
those lovely icon colours, and Newedit hook
which allows you to cut and paste to text
gadgets, among other edit function

Of less use, but still quite nice, is opaque
window moving and resizing. If any of you have
seen the Acom Archimedes in action, when you

always visible — you never have the rubber band
effect
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etting people to take the Amiga seriously has always been
an uphill battle. Even now, when if's creative capabilies
have been proven beyond dispute, mentioning the machine
10 anyone in business will often draw a contemptuous reaction:
“Amigas? Weren't they games machines?”

“The popularity of this view is not surprising, despite the fact that i
does the computer a gross injustice. For a long time it was mar-
ieted as a games machine, and Commodore scarcely attempted to
challenge the PC's age-old domination of the office-oriented market.

Against all odds, however, the Amiga's good value and powerful
software has pushed it into Some of the most surprising corporate
markets. Its key roles in numerous famous film and TV productions
alone has received a great deal of well deserved coverage from
Amiga Gomputing in the past.

not the fimit of the Amiga’s success in the commercial
world, however. s simplicily and natural prowess for creative work
make it the natural choice for al sorls of companies requiring mut-
media, presentation, design and audio-visual tools. Over the next
few months, Amiga Computing will be focusing on some of this
remarkable machine’s more ineresting achievemens.

Reuamping history

‘The Imperial War Museum in Lambeth is
one of the most highly regarded of our
national institutions, a place where
artefacts and sources from some of the
most momentous events to shape
history are dynamically presented by
state-of-the-art multimedia technology.

As one of London's most popular
tourist attractions, the Imperial War
Museum has had to keep abreast with
the times. Cabinets full of uniforms and
‘weaponry may have their place, but visi-
tors to major museums demand exhibits
to feature simulations, videos, sound
and interactive displays to bring history
1o01lfe.

Given the high tech demands required
1o impress evermore jaded visitors, even

Arcilacture, dained n the Oxlord Engleh
Dictionary as the art or science of designing and
e £k ik st i s paskions
straddied between these two often uncomplimenta-
1y disciplines. Its practiioners requie an under-
standing of the laws of physics and a grasp for
detail, but the best of them wil aiso possess the
creave vision of an artist.

Modern architects have used computers for
some time as ool in the process of dosign. Many
were discontent, however, with the engineering-
based software they were forced to work with on
PCs ~ until someone had the bright idea of using

migas.
Visualisation of a building project is one of the
most important elements in the design because its
the stage when the architects and the property
developers finall et a solid idea of what a buiding
wil ook ke, and of what needs adjusting
Preiously, however, the architects clients would
commission about half a dozen drawings or water-
colours for this purpose, and for good qualty work
they would expect to pay around £2000. Now,
Wales-based company Delphus Visuals offer an
Amiga-based service that will revolutionise the
process. Mark Thomas, the man behind the project,

for two years.

Y S T T YTy

those

well

versed

the Amiga’s multimedi
ents might be surprised to
hear that this common
home computer is a key

tool in developing and
running the interactive
exhibitions.

To start with, Scala is
at the heart of the muse-
um's public information
service, with Infochannel

distributing information
about the museum'’s

services and

exhibits

to

with the estab-

tal-

has a background in the profession having studied
at Cardiff University's Weish Schi
Dissatisfaction with traditional meth-
‘ods of visualisation put him at odds
lished method of work, and this ulimately led him to

00l of architecture

screens conveniently dotted
around the museum

Then there's the Scala
driven touch screen display
located at the heart of
the Civilian Dead exhibit
A sense of how far reach-
ing the destruction was on
an everyday basis can

family names to discover
if anyone with your
- possibly a relative

killed in the
German bombing
campaign. Scala

sur-

The wire frame stage can sive the architect
a first impression of the

Pyt

‘abandon his course before completion.
restricted by the tools they were using,
explained to Amiga Computing. *
using AutoCad and traditional PC-based

So where did the Amiga e in,

foll | was.

Thomas

e K]
tools.

then?




A visitor using an Amiga-based
touchscreen prosentation

iterprots information sent by the touch
screen and then Superbase searc
through its database for entries matching
the name it uses. Its a simple but effec-
tive use of technology that brings history.
into a closer perspactive.

FILM FOOTAGE

Even more impressive is the impact
White Knight Technology's Broadcaster
Eife, the non-inear editing tool, has had
on the museum’s use of archive film
footage. According to the head of the
museum's audio-visual department, Alan
Morrow, t has opened up whole new
possiilfies when it comes (o their video
displays. According to Morrow, a short

‘CAD — computer aided design — is for engineers to
4 their plans on. Its all done in 2D and it doesn't
apply 1o architecture in the slightest, but that's what
n forced 1o use on the

But then Thomas got Imagine for his Amiga, and
realised the potential it gave him for a new
approach. “imagine is a 3D modeller tha's based
round space, and space is the sole tool of the

the final stage the artist specifies how the
in e 1o e ‘hotogrephet and whe ara the
tion will walk clients through. A few days

ender

v film about life on the home front during
the second world
was much more easily compiled and
edited using Broadcaster Elite than it
would have been using other systems.
And this sort of display is integral to
many of the exhibitions to be found in
the museum,

In addition, Broadcaster was used in
the mock wartime cinema, in which trail-
ers for fiims audiences would have been
% watching in the 1940s are edited togeth-

experience.
he War Museum has also used Bars
and Pipes 10 create music for presenta.
tions, plus Deluxe Paint and Morph Plus.
for animation. So why did the bosses
decide to invest so much in the Amiga?
As is often the case with these stories,

war, for example,

give visitors an authentic

Scala is at the heart of the
oublicinformation seruie, with

infochannel distributing information about the
museum's serices and exhbits to srens dtted
around the museum

architect — controlling it, moving through t. And
e s ther s s e s Hreone bt

h more applicable, like the abily o add
{exires and ighing -

Thomas explained how it suits the architects
because they can think and work naturally in 3D,
but it s equaly helpfulfor the clients. “The property
developers like it because we can work very flexibly
and can be flexible about price.” He went on : “Its
basically a lot 1o do with impact. It allows the client
1o walk through a building and get a good idea of .
You see, when architects are looking at each
other's plans, even we can find it dificul to envis-
age really what the designer has in his mind. So
with the old way of doing things the clients are often
left clueless "

The models are put on VHS tape and animated
with accompanying music and ties, and the clients
can take it away as something tangible 1o relate to,
1t 5o detailed that a client's fist reaction might be
something like: “Oh, the chairs are the wrong
colour,” yet s o flexible that Thomas can make
small aterations within minutes.

nce again, then, the Amiga is offering a compa-
ny high class presentation tools at a reasonable
price. Mark Thomas concludes: “To be able to have
ffritlo canputer gaptis, which at the end o
the day is stil impact imagery, is a

resentation e oo, spnn oo the
et o havs bt it s e

by atvackon. Arycnd Wt s e Sopory i
get that jumps at the chance.”
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The Amiga is no office workshorse, but

its talents have sold it to companies
working in all walkss of life. Lareth
lofthouse introduces a special focus series

it turs out Alan Morrow was an Amiga
home enthusiast long before he pers
uaded the museum it was the best
solution to many of its multimedia
requirements. Not that the Amiga’s
acceptance at the museum has been
easy. As Morrow explains, getting people
used to PCs in the corporate environ-

ment to view the Amiga with anything

other than suspicion was anything
but easy. Now, however, they cannot
help but be impressed with the

R, results. Asked what the future
holds for technological inno-
vation in  museums,
Morrow stresses the
importance of multimedia

in making exhibils acces

L\ sible. Touchscreens

are becoming very

important because

they inform visitors

while allowing them

o proceed at their

own pace, 5o there are now 25 in the
museum.

Technology can also give visitors more
information and more choices. The
Imperial War Museum has the second
largest 20th century English art collection
in the country, for example, but space
limitations dictate that only a small
number of paintings can be exhibited
at any one time. Now, however, peo.
ple can seek out pictures they par-
ticularly want to see on computer.

Some might argue that the
multimedia museums are going
for popular gloss and sensation
at the expense of content
Morrow argues that this is
completely untrue for the
Imperial War Museum, and
points out that the AV
department has always avoid-
ed flashy graphics and gim-
micks. And
museum’s subject matter is
50 strong and extensive it

01920 822321

Scal
01920 444294




“2088 “2es 489 “‘”“ié?é“s““’ 55“33 “TYese"" ose "Toas” “Iess’ "Sres
ASODGAMES »unw,mrm"uwn: oER 1798 e CDSZSQFFWAHE SPERRLY ceover s e vec

| A1200 GANES. sy T’E xwkwu} -

S 4 matoonrst... . XTRASAVINGS
s Vi ¥
H N E Ch Ao 2 f% _OF AMAZON QUEEN

e i wl,;(: i ya‘:ﬁm&rkﬁw o o

'A1200 UTILITIES (o2 s oo e g o .
o 1 WHEN you JOIN: | TR s

e e v s E
sy, BisBioms un  AWGA LEADS

l»v"‘ R g ..Z‘.V.;{.wl'lii.l..;””“‘ B

f s 2 e
I :‘v‘ié';:‘v“z'wAvne srocesson 4 A

| ::::;iimw_,w S S o, B e

|“"'”“’E.fmar,cwmnm e . YTeR LERD

85 HEEL
erEnmu WHEEL
0GTAL VERSON IDEAL FoR
onG AT Sh e
T

e 10 35 WTERAL a0 ORI PO AMGA
R oL oA Rt PATERAL ARD ORVE Fon AWGA
Tio

ERDRIVE CD ROM 179.99

S e CompaTaLe o cos:
ovnamCS SOTWARE, PHGT0 £ MUSE CoAND CO.6 B15cs
COMPETITION PRO JOYPAD —
'FOR D32 AND AMIGA EXTERNAL DISK DRIVE 49.99
TURBO AND AUTOPIE 820K FORMATTED CAPACITY. LONG REACH CAGLE
1599 COLGUR WATCHED DEEIGN.HIGH GUACITY GESGN
EXLUPSE WoUSE FoR AaA

st

ALFA MEGAMOUSE 400

TECHNOSOUND TURBO
PRO SOUND SAMPLI 29.9'

o T mmmmwm;mm
STAR TREK MOUSE MATS o
e ey Zvokc zH )
TNG CREW. 9.99 STEREO SPIAKIIS I7.” £
o At S e

wousAT don EErE s e




AMIGA A1200 MAGIC PACKS B [TETITIN oo cre — Sates: 01275 800204
I powsril 32 b CPU conbined wit AGA chgset oy
wﬂzvmwwwmwnnms and sound capatities
oo, el ek crva. TV modualor and many sty stndard
ora'o slow cometon moniors, mosens. prters. scamers, £ AOM
e e i mor. iyt Workoech 1
Coeraing tystom and 165
WORDHOATH 4 o, POTOGENES V125 ATASTORE V1 =
‘ORGANISER V1.1, PERSONAL PAINT V6.4, TURBO CALC V382,
WHIZZ AND PINBALL MANIA
7143 EFEE FOM SPECIALRESERVE CHACS ENGNE STHOCATE PHBALL FaTASES, 4
'BATMAN AETURNS, LEMHINGS 2 AND CVILISATION

AMIGA AIZOO 2/0 MAGIC PAGK

AMIGA A1200 2/170 SCALA MAGIC PACK
WITH 170MB INI‘EINAI. HARD DRIVE e
PLUS 8 FREE GAMI . Tur, 7 days a week! sAwamnGEwonm HERTS.
A120 COMPTER Wi e i "The atings,Staton o
RE| A PACK SORTWARE AND & FREE GAES

AMIGA €D32
CRITICAL ZONE PACK
e N R TRl A AT O G i o

EXTERNAL 14.4 FAXWODEM FOR AMIGA
WITH TERMITE SOFTWARE & CABLES. 13099
S ey
WITH TERMITE SOFTWARE & CABLES. 22099

COI.OIIR PRINTERS

AMIGA A600 WILD WEIRD
& WICKED PACK .

\| i e
6__ ST CANON -
AR S St °°L°““ e
SCANNERS AD MUCH NORE et
AMIGA 4800 wA:«[m‘:c WEIRD 8 WICKED PACK . 10890 4O ‘:,,‘25%:‘“;{:‘”&% g::gs‘ ngv

T PUSHOVER D DELUXE PANT L€
o 15, A 43 VoL oo FORCNE 1
Shops on o

CAN YOU FIND ANOTHER Ex

MEMBERSHIP FEES K
ONE £6.00

Club bones incuse roguar cub magazines.
Savers (coupons) per yaar, cub compattons and Nugo dscounts
s o arge anca s;w"!l::wlv’«;olvhg‘ihnﬂw oy

Overson rdrs b pid b reit carg
rcharga £2.00 pr sivate o or 255

Prons No Machine.

e marberstp e tappicabor [ |

(1.25 GIGABYTE)
WINDSWS 95,

Quap $Peep <o e B
cenuine 5t Cines Post 505 o s tom o £3 hard
SOUND BLASTER 16 AL PRICES INGLUDE UK POSTAGE & VAT|E

7RG, MICROPHONE & SPEAKERS.

 ChoquelP.O/AccossMastorcard/ SwichVisa

\ \IHH‘HI\HIH

o rom s iy

SPEﬂAI. lESEI'lVE
ARLOW, CM2)

PRICES AND SPECIFICATION SUBJECT TO CHANGE, PLEASE REFER TO CLUB MAGAZINE FOR CONFIGURATIONS AVAILABLE



FEATURE

t happens twice a year. The
European Computer Trade
Show, a place where the
industries' movers and shakers exhibit
their latest products for the retailers,
journalists and other trade parties all
interested in checking out the future of
the computer entertainment industry.
Over the years it has become more an
exercise in the large companies flashing
their bigger bank balance over their
smaller competitors in the form of flashy
stands, glossy demonstrations, and the
hiring of attractive bimbos and himbos 1o
adom the stands. Initally it was a show
designed for the European market, but it
has grown so much that it atracts visitors
from much further afield. And this year's
show was bigger and noisier then ever,
with over 114 exhibitors and 10,359
visitors over the three day stint

OFFENSIVE

‘The build-up seemed longer than usual
too, with adverts in the trade paper,
CTW, spanning over four or five weeks
The adverts themselves have also
become more alarming, with companies
relying on shock tactics more than flag:
ging their products. Take, for example,

calling upon the industry 1o take steps
against Virgin Interactive, saying that
they sicken with their offensive advertise
ments. Then turn the page and there it is,

ball being cut with a razor blade from
Bunuel's, Un Chien Andalou. It was yet
another marketing ploy.

Turn the pages still further and you
come across a Gametek advertisement
for their latest road racer with a picture
depicting a crash helmet with blood pour.
ing out. Then a picture of two young,
trashed-looking teenagers with blood
splatiered from their noses to advertise
the game Wipeout. And finally, an SCI ad
with a blonde ‘crumpet’ (sic) posed sug:

gestively over their PR man-
_ ager with the slogan °..we
don't have o blow our

Virtusl glasses

presence with

ECTS
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own trumpet.” Okay, so they did their job
in creating a pre-show stir but when it
came down 10 it, was the actual event
any good? Well, Virgin continued their
movie theme with an impressive stand in
the form of a cinema, complete with ush.
erettes. Acclaim had an eyecatching
stand promoting their latest Batman
game with a lifesize bat mobile, and the
GT Interactive suite had a theme of
heaven with angels on the reception
desk. Impressive though it is, a lot is
merely gloss and a visitor would do wel
to take more than a cursory glance to
see if the actual product is any good

On the Amiga side of things, it was
more positive than you might expect for
a platform that's just getting back on its
feet. No stand from Amiga Technologies.
though, which although unsurprising was.
a litle disappointing according to some.
Product-wise, on the other hand, things
did look brighter.

Longstanding supporters of the
Amiga, Team 17, displayed some of the
few actual Amiga machines of the show,

s Peystion bod o s

Staticn

o o their

and demonstrated on them were Worms,

and Alien Breed 3D. Around the

machines, people flocked to see the
games and it was good to see that
Amiga titles still generated as much

the more distinctive ads
from CTW bolor he




ipensive stands and gimmi
l00ks at some of the highlights.

Virgin — Virgin, not renowned for their
subllety, opted for a cinema-style front o
their stand with games actually featured
as film presentations. The theme was
continued with usherettes.

colaim — Acclaim's stand featured a
Wasizs bat mebils spotlighted for
dramatic effect. The other side of the
display had a more sporty feel with
appearances from The Harlem Globe
rotters and The London Monarchs,

GT Interactive — a rather foreboding
Suara Sicialikioe Bk
emed around heaven

Standing ouati

TS is a trade show, although looking around you wouldn't think 50 with the huge,
s that are more geared
their money and at least it provides entertainment for the visitor. Amiga Computing

1o a consumer event. Ah well, its

Receptionists were dressed as angels
and the ethereal music provided a nice
change to the hustie and noise outside

Warner Interactive  taking up a large
space, we found Warner Interactive.
Grammed with their latest titles, their
was little room for anything more.
Unfortunately, there were no Amigas. in
sight despite their release schedule
showing both Flight of the Amazon
Queen and The Chaos Engine 2

Microvalue Flair — a graffitstyle stand
was used 1o promote their forthcoming
‘game, Shockwaves Express. Nul points.

[he entertainment computer industry is forever
changing. ne way to keep up with it is to visit the
bi-annual industry event, the Eurapean (omputer
Irade Show. Tina Hacksett reports on the latest

terest as some of the new generation
stuff
Amiga Computing took the opportunity
talk to Andy Davidson, programmer of
ms, to find out his views on the show
and the Amiga. He explained that
ms was produced on the Amiga and
thout this machine, the market would
The Amiga has been
ponsible for the majority of original
ames. It's a cheap, easy-lo-use com-
uter and without t there will be no new
nt entering the market." As for the
new generation of machines he stated:
There are games coming out for them
at are good but a lot are very unorigi-
nal titles simply dresse doesn't
tter how many silicon graphics you
huck at a product, i's gameplay that
matters.”
Reassuring stuff, especially when you
ake a ook at some of the visually
unning products on display. Beneath
ppearance i’'s gameplay
at counts, and it was particularly inter-
ting 10 see that among all these

ne hi-t

ongstanding susparters of the

fimgz, Team I, displad some o
the fouw artual Amiga madhines of
the show

PlayStation.

l
D s Ao
Sﬂ ===
games for the PCs and consoles are
titles that were on the Amiga first. At the \‘
risk of sounding like a gushing
Amigaphile, it was pretty good o see
things like Super Skidmarks and
Sensible Soccer all being converted
onto the new platforms, and it goes to
show that Amiga owners are rusted for
their opinions on games.

Binary Emotion's lan Jolly was at the
show and he commented: “If Amiga
owners don't like a game then it's no
good. They test the market.

So Sensible Soccer now has ren-
dered scenes and commentary. So
what? It the same game. It was also
ironic 1o see that the latest game for the
PlayStation is Lemmings. It's been

5 N
ECTS played host to 114 exhibitors with some,
‘biggest names in the computer industry

o the

9
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altered 1o make it 3D but the gameplay is
pretty much the same.

Other games that are being released on
tha Amiga could have been shown, but
disappointingly their PC counterparts
were on display instead. These included
Ascon's racing management game, Pole
Position, which already looks rather
impressive on the PC. We are assured
however, that the Amiga version should
ook pretty much the same, although the
rendered race scenes have yet to be
finalised. Domark had the eagerly-awaited

hampionship Manager 2 and Total
Football on display, the Amiga versions of
which will be seen in the next few months.
Total Football will be reaching many for.
mats, and Acclaim's show promotion for
their SNES/Mega Drive release was
backed up with a guest appearance from
Les Fordinan
CLONES

Ubisoft's surprise announcement to
bring Street Racer 1o the Amiga, was sup-

05ed 10 be backed up with a demo.

However, the Amiga version wasn't ready
in time but a chat with the programmer
from developers, Vivid Image, confirmed T

that the version is well on its way, and he
intends o keep it on two disks with very
limited disk swapping ~ something they
achieved previously with First Samurai. At
the moment there wil definitely be a two-

The fimiga
s been

player spiit screen option, but he is also p
Working on how to Keep tho four-player SPISUE i e gty of
split screen so the Mega Drive version s (rigogl ganes s a e,
compromised as lile as possible

If there's a record for how many Amiga  Basi-o-U52 computer and
producis you can havo on ono Stand 1ttt e

would go to Guildhall Leisure Services.
Offering a Soitware Production and Sales  y tartntig the
service o companies such as Black Magic,

Acid Software and Audiogenic, there was a  Mafket

wealth of Amiga ttles on display. Two of

these were the latest Doom clones, Fears

by Manyk and Gloom by Black Magic.

When asked if they found it diffcult to

promote two very similar products Michael

Crook offered: “Not at all, they are both

Forward thinksing

‘The Durlacher report was released to coincide with the show and
revealed some interesting findings on the Computer and Video
Games Industry. It found that both the European market and UK
alike have both suffered a drop in sales but predict growth for
1996. The UK games market has fallen from £797 million in 1993
5605 i 1908 Hoevsr, i teput forecaete n few o 18
per cent which means a retails vel of £601 million.

What was particularly surprising was s D32 sales
have held considering Commodore’s demise. The CD32 still
holds 4.17 per cent of the UK CD games market above the CDI
and the Mega CD. There was no real surprise to learn that IBM
PCs comer 66 per cent of the UK home computer, but there is
stil a healthy 32.5 per cent share for the Amiga.

On the company side of things, it was found that Virgin had
the biggest market share, followed by US Gold and then
MicroProse.

Amiga Compu
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very different and are from two separate
companies. We promote them both
equally.” Both ttles will be up against com-
petition from Team 17's Alien Breed 3D
and Black Legend's Gitadel, and no doubt
countless others that are al trying to create
the PC's most popular game, Doom on the
Amiga

On the more serious side, educational
gurus Ten out of Ten Software pledged
continued support to the Amiga with a
packed release schedule for the next quar-
ter. Titles in development include Speling
‘and Punctuation, ltalan, Spanish and Latin

Leisuresoft took a stand to promote their
latest range of peripherals and accessories

d are currently in the process of
negoliating a contract for distribution rights
to the new A1200 bundle and Amiga
Technologies Virtual glasses. Both prod-
ucts were on display. Show announce-
ments included the release of their new
Amiga mouse and Tecnoplus joysticks.

Leisuresoft were ot the only stand to
display virtual glasses. The Vitual -glass-
s were among other competitors all claim-
ing to immerse the user in a mind-blowing
virtual reality experience. The other head-
sets on show included those from Forte
Technologies who announced that they
were seeking an injunction against
VictorMaxx Technologies, developers of
the CyberMaxx headset, claiming they
have infringed patent. With all the hype
surrounding these virtual reality headses,
it indicative of the future that people are
seeing this technology as the way forward
for gaming.

As far as the other platforms fared,

Microsoft were present to promote them-
saivs me ganes puoiahers Enoieil
was on their first action game, Fury,
of i ey hope wil st 100000
the UK before Christmas. Sony
announced their presence in as noisy a
way as [ast Spring’s show, and althoughy
they tock up less space than before, they:
promoted the launch of their PlayStation
with a great many titles on display for
visitors 0 try out

THE RIGHT TIME

ECTS s an event awash with the latest
rumours. One such rumour was thal
Digital Image Design had been
approached by Amiga Technologies to
develop a 3D chip for the CD32, but
Amiga Technologies state there is no
foundation behind this but plans may be
made for the machine after Christmas
with changes in specifications and
cosmeic design.

We approached Amiga Technologies o
get their view on the show. When asked
why they didn't exhibit, AT answered that
they did not feel it was the right time, but
they will exhibit at Spring's ECTS
Jonathan Anderson commented: “We
attended the show and had meetings with
a large number of software publishers o
see if they would port over some of their
PC CO-ROM tiles to the Amiga. The Inial
reaction was better than we thought it
would be and we wil be in meetings over
the next two or three weeks to discuss
this. Everyone has to be convinced that
we mean business and they need to see
the product on the shelves. Yk

Theme Hospital. Who knows whother we
could see it on the Amiga

Iok' hope the Amigs versin
looks pretty much
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Hypernauts ars ecologicaly sound, saueaky
clean warriors for the good of mother

oundation inaging. familar to
reade
as the m;

Scheduled for launch i the autumn of
1996, Hypornauts w

weekl tlevision shaw for Saturday mom-
ing telly In the States. The show hasn't
been bought up for ths side of the pond
et but | think s kel, g
of Babylon 5 on bolh sides of the Atanic

n the success

that it will appear on our screens fairly
after.

ic storyline will be familiar to
world over. Each story d
arcind e same team o the

teenagers and their alien friend (the usual
guy in a sui), helping to keep the galaxy
fe for the good guys. The bad guys in
ry are a bunch of robotic enemies.
controlled by a group of three really nasty.
ns who are in telepathic control of the
ots, and who are also linked logether
telepathically. Each week, our gang wil
itk g o Homeues faion
presumably with the usual outcome.
The show will differ from Babylon 5 in
e important respect. Whereas Babylon
5 is mainly set in space,

which is very kind
computer graphics ~

DECEMBER

hiot henchman

{or the Teatdsiscuaten the Trods

ooking somewhat
vil

tras trom Wi
e

'I'FEH!

Ben Upst takies a sneals preview of
a new Foundation Imaging TU show

and organic structures — Hypenauts will
have most of the action based on the
‘ground. This poses a very big problem for
CG people because uniess you are willing
to  spen

the head bad
uys - The Triad

Amiga Computing
1995

many tens of thousands of pounds on the
appropriate software and hardware, gen-
erating gmpm« that look like real trees,
g

s e o coran s -
the show. There wil be a model-based Al
Faiusin Vobicia s TR SEH \anﬂ-
wil lso be modelled for real. The.

hostile environment suits will
unfortunately, prove too

expensive and unwieldy to

build for real, so they will

be scaled down for the

final production.

Even so, they




in Amorica,

Thunderbirds Iook o Very... very... well

REALISM

and that the computer-based models don't
simply look overlaid onto the miniature

HY PERNAUTS
.

v

ee il e sbring b the s o
s s 25 yot uncertain

I stil be about 12 feet high.
Obviously, if there was no advance on
hunderbirds, Hypermauts wouldn't be
ery exciting, but Foundation Imaging
tend to combine CG shots with the
andscapes they build to

iniature

21y modelled

However, this has meant a lot more
ork for the CG people, ensuring that
ghting angles and intensities are correct

andscapes. At the botiom of the opposite
age you will see a test shot of one of the

sicraft in the show, called a Bison, w
has been composited over footage of the
fojave desert in North America. This pic

@ has been taken from a high resolution
rintout of the original shot, but even with

RIP Amiga?

Unfortunately, owing to the prohibitive cost
and relative slowness of the hardware,
Foundation Imaging no longer use the Amiga
in any great way for rendering or modeling
Instead, as befiting a company with as much

DEC Apha
and a couple of MIPS machines running
LightWave for the rendering of the CGI

sive. Also imj
sequence for the dr
ership our gang

n a raiblau
approach and

FEATURE

A pertet landing, but essthem perecttorin hypernats drop ship plummats

indica 4 0 ke O ot it e ccton eegl e bt movlosubo s
these limitations the shot look also means there are more in one single
n han in the first 13 of the 22

P first season of Babylon 5
This means that together
ing CG schedule that J
for the third

episodes
put together
with the punis
Michael Straczynski has set
Ron Thornton and

enhance the look and feel of the sets. This  full effect. The o season of Babylon 5,

hould help to get around some of the nor-  and accelerate f the belly of the his team wil really have their work cut

mal problems of apparent scale that made  mothership at out for them.
The series JAC

The team behind it il
load by Ron Thornion

effects in Babylon 5 and Hypemauts. These
machines sit in the ‘Engine Room’, a
specially-designed part of Foundation
Imaging’s offices that i air fitered and condi-
e 1o mak 6 best poesbic rviorment
for running the machines in. The only thing
the Amigas now do is look after certain
aspects of the network — a bit of a
tumaround,




he number of these things

now-a-days is jumping higher

than a kangaroo on steroids,
but since over 500Mb of new Amiga
public domain software has been
uploaded to the Aminet, they have
got a good excuse and at least it
proves that Amiga users are still
highly active and buoyant — the total

number of uploaded programs
recently topped 20,000.

As is usual with Aminet CDs, they
try to concentrate on one specific
area, and this CD's area is ciipar. |
have been using Aminet CDs for a
good while but usually | use the
excellent find tool and AmigaGuide
combination. However, seeing | have
to do a review, | thought | would
have a litlle nose around all those
extra drawers.

It tumed out to be well worth my
while, because in the list drawer
there are a number of AmigaGuides.
One allows you o view the most
downloaded, and therefore most
popular programs for various
categories.

The demo guide again organises
demos in terms of both their quality
and what machines they will run on.
So if you own an A4000 you can
watch demos safe in the knowledge

minet ?

Thumbnal viewing of Aminets Plctures

that they will not crash your machine.

one thing that grabbed my
attention was the PicZoo button. This
is a separate program that lets you
view all the pictures in a certain cate-
gory as colour thumbnails, and if you
then want 1o see the full image just
click on the appropriate thumbnail
The only downer is that you must
make sure you have the NTSC moni-
tor driver running because it insists
onit. Itis hard to sum up this Aminet

CD as this is the seventh one but all
the material is new or updated
If you cannot find anything on this
CD that is of use or interest to you,
you probably don't own a computer
~ but then you could use it as a
Frisbee!

The bottom line

Product: Aminet 7

Supplier: Emerald Creative

Technology

Price: £14.95

Phone: 0181-715 8866

Ease of use °
Implementation 9
Value for money 9
ove °

laser guidance

World of Amiga

one by the same people

who did the imaginatively

and strangely similarly titled
World of Video (see next page), you
can enter and lose yourself in the
staggering World of Amiga. This is
similar to the World of Video in that

Al the data files are spit into their
appropriate drawers and | was a
Iittle worried that there was going to
be a lot of duplication with the
World of Video CD. However, as it
happens, only a few of the better
animations are on both CDs.

Along with a good selection of
animations there is a token picture

x. The assembler guide
shows you how to code which is a
very good starting point if you want
10 learn how 10 wiite system friendly
‘demos and games.

There is a wide selection of music
modules and samples, with most of
the samples being of a good quality.

One problem | found with the music
section is that the tool types set-up
for listening to the modules and
samples are wrong. f you double-
click on any of the icons you will
simply get the cannot run blardy blar
program thrown in your face.

“This might not be such a problem
because there is a huge collection
of public domain programs on the
disc, covering every possible
subject range. So if you want 10 play
any of the modules you can go off
and locate either a demo of
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It's (0 round up time again. This manth

Tleil Mohr takies a gander at an excellent
clip art collection, the latest Aminet (0

and a couple of titles from US Dreams

OctaMED 5 or run EaglePlayer.

Overall this CD is okay.
Everything can be run from the
Workbench, except for the problems
with the module and sample's ool
types. If you have just bought a
GD drive then this would be an

=

iy casote art o

interesting CD to get. There is
plenty of stuf to look at, and plenty
of programs to play about with, and
allata very reasonable price.

The bottom line

Product: World of Amiga
Supplier: US Dreams

Price: £14.99
Phone: 01483 756813
Ease of g
Implementation

Value for money.
Overall

~o~o
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V.COMPUTERGRAF

here s a readme file on this CD

that is expressing the authors’

opinion about the quality of a
number of current CD collections and the
people that are producing them. The drive
of the readme is that the quality is
absolutely minimum, basically meaning
these GDs are shovel-ware.

u may have actually gone out and
bought some of these CDs ~ f you have
you will know what | am talking about. One
problem inherent with CD collections is
that there is 50 much space on them,
proper organisation of the material is
essential, otherwise it becomes impossible
for the user to be able to find anything of
any relevance.

In the worse cases you et a directory
containing a few hundred fles — that is if
you'e lucky ~ with imelevantly named fies
such as x1898.dms. If you want o find
anything you have to fist trundle off and
locate an index, then search for any rele-
vant material, then open a shell, and then
manually un-dms the fle to a floppy. The
total process takes anything up to 10
minutes for a single disk.

Everything | have just said, | am delight-
ed 1o say, is completely and utterly
irrelevant to the Phase One CD. Indeed, if
anything, the Phase One CD is a joy fo
use. Al the files are inteligentl and intu-
itively categorised into relevant drawers
with relevant file names.

For instance, you want to find some
rog, Simple, just go into the cli-

Colour indexs are a very handy addition

though I'm not quite so sure what the
homytoad piccy is all about.

I suppose | should actually tell you what
is on this CD. The Phase One CD is a
collection of quality clipart, fonts and pic-
tures for all you DTP users out there. The
collection has been especially organised
for Amiga users, so all the drawers and
preview fles can be accessed by icons.

The actual cipart on the CD comes in
number of flavours — black and white IFF,
scalable encapsulated postscript along
with IFF previews, and a collection of

ages will accept all formats, and if you
have trouble with EPS cipart there are IFF
versions provided. All the clipart is of a
good quality and they are at a high resolu-
tion, including the EPS IFF altematives.

Trying to get any document to look
original is going 1o require access 1o new
fonts, and this CD has got is fair share of
them. Covering Compugraphic, Type One,
ProDraw and Coloured IFF clip fonts,
most of the fonts are available in all the
scalable formats. One point to note s that
every font comes with an IFF preview so
You can quickly get an idea of what each
font looks like, without having to mess.
aboutloading it into any package.

Offess use to DTP users, but of interest
10 video people, are the images on the

D. There is well over 70Mb worth of high
resolution full overscan images, all perfect
as video backdrops, and again, each
properly categorised.

Other things to find on this CD are
updates for PageStream 2.21 and version
310 h, to OpalVision and Typesmith.
There are even full demos for both
Typesmith and Pagestream. If you
happen 1o be using a CDTV to access the
D, Pametis included ready to run.

This s an excellent CD. Not only is it full
1o the brim of quality fonts and ciipart but it
is superbly organised. It may not have the
clever search options of the Aminet disks,
but if you are actualy going to be using
this thing regulary, it is going to be simpler
just to follow the drawer organisation. At
the end of the day this CD is virtually
impossible 1o ind fault with ~ i you need
cipart, fonts or images you need tis CD.

The bottom line

Product: Phase One
Supplier:
E.M.Computergraphic
Price: £24.99 + £1 p+p
Phone: 01255 431389

Ease of use
Implementation
Value for money
Overall___

REVIEW

oit's nota picture
collection of video
recorders, and it

does not tell you how to
care for and love your
video. It is in fact a CD
dedicated to all things ani-
and screen related.

This is one of those

which are excellent. Probably the highlight for me was the fact i

contains the complete Eric Schwartz collecton, along with a number

of Craig Collin's excellent animations, such as Last Sand on Hoth
Ad

‘There are also three Rise of the Robots animations which are AGA
only, along with a number of Mpegs. Unfortunately, the supplied
Mpeg interface flatly refused to play any of the Mpegs, meaning you
had to resort to manually running them from a shell. If you are
unfamiliar with the Amiga's shell
s oo e s el
s tan o
o loon or some of e
i i ke youto
play them spooled off the CD,
therefore requiring less memory.
However, the problem with this
was that the program simply
crashed on our A4000. Therefore,
if you are low on memory you
would have to use Biganim or
Viewek yoursel.
As usual there are pictures cov-
ering various subjects, none of
4 good collection of ai things video  Which are at all lewd — just the
normal animals, fantasy, plenty
of cartoons, and a large raytraced section. In their own section are a
collection of good quality high resolution 24-bit PAL backdrops for use
in any presentation or video work you want. These include mixture of
both IFF and Jpeg, along with HAMS thumbnail previews.
Probably of more use 1o raytracing fanatics is a collection of high
resolution textures. There is a thumbnail Ham preview provided so
u can get a quick idea of what they look like, and again there is a
mixture of IFFs and Jpegs  the IFFs are either at 24 or 8-bit depths.
“The quaity of both the backdrops and textures are excellent, the Jpeg
backdrops are very good qualty, but unfortunately, the same cannot
be said for the Jpeg'ed textures.
On top of all this there is around 135Mb worth of general and
graphic-specifc programs for you to mess around with, ranging from
commercial and shareware demos, to fully usable public domain

Product: World of Video
Supplier: US Dreams
Price: £14.99
Phone: 01483 756813

not to mention the Craig
Collins animations. Overall
its not a bad collection of
video-related stuff, not con-
centrating on any one area
but giving a good general | Ease of use
spread of material. If you | Implementation
only have a passing inter- | Value for money
estin Amiga animation this | Overall
CD s worth considering

NoN~
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HOW TO

Public Domain Prices

Each Public Domain Disk

Postage On AllOrders
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LATEST CARDS

oo ;
o waaL oo 15
Have you been Gloomed?

Fears 2 out 1ate August, same prices o3
for Gloom. Look out for extra lovels forl

both games out in the next few months!

GRAC v1.10

£6.99
BLACKBOARD 4
G

F1 LICENCEWARE

£8.99
INTRO TO DOS 2

£6.99

MAGIC PAINT BOX 5%




F7 LICENCEWAR PHANTASMAGBRIA

volume one - F1-01 to F1- o backgrounds and texturs

NEW - UPDATED VERSION

New Search Routine

New ‘Nor-l(eys fumnon

New s,,mm Lt Buttons.
b s o “ o Over |25 New Dnslu
Faer 55 (P ore m. gg 2 i e uesryled Remastored
95 P
Superb vnlue cn o .x nnly £19.09 NEW!
Available to existing owners at £6.99 - call
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ime marches on, and what once
have been considered top

of the range now looks  bit stinky
100 much Renn & Stimpy). To be fai 1o the.
o Motorla 68020, tons years ago i could
found in top-of-the-range UNIX work
stations produced by the likes of Sun and
P, and would have cost as much as the

Pentium.

But processor speed continues on its
exponential growth, and if you stand
around, no-one else is going 1o waitfor you
10 catch up. Anyone who has attempted
any sort of ray tracing will know you can
never have a fast enough processor, and
even programs such as Wordworth and
Final Wiitar can grind to a halt i documents
nave a high graphics contens.

So what do you do if your A1200 isn't
making the power grade? Well, Power
Computing might ust have the solution for
you n the form of the Faicon.

When we first heard of the Falcon
0401060 board our first worry was how on
earth they were going to keep the thing
ool enough, because the 040 is a very hot
chip. We had visions of having 1o prop the
1200 up on stilts 50 you could fit a fan
undemeath it to keep everything cool; but
as it tums out the actual solution is very

neat
Unlike other A1200 trapdoor accelera-

tors, fitting the Falcon will invalidate your

warranty, s fiting the fan requires you

remove the top casing off your Amiga. This
is actually the most time-consuming part of

have got the casing off and removed the
keyboard, you can it the fan.

HOLE-LESS

In the actual documentation there
appears o be another screw hole in the
Amiga’s bottom casing, but on all our
A12005 10 such second screw hole exists.
The only available one s one of the bolt
noles used o hold the disk drive in place.
As the only alternative is to start drillng
oles through the casing, shield and moth-

tboard, you have to remove the disk
drive’s mount. This does not cause 100
much of a problem as the disk drive is stil
neld firly in place by a couple of other
bolts.

Once the fan has been screwed into
place there s just the matter of forcing the.
board into the expansion slot. Now I've
seen some pretty tight fting boards in my
time, paticularly some of the bigger 030

boards, but the Faicon uses every spare
‘millmetre of trapdoor space.

‘When you come to fit i, angle the edge
connector into place, make sure every-
thing s lined up and then apply a ‘reason-
able’ force. If you make sure everything is
square the board should slot nicely into

place, but it is such a tight squeeze you
will need to push the other end down into
place - and if you want to replace the
trapdoor cover it is necessary o cut a
large square out of it, so the memory
SIMM can fit. Personaly, | did not bother
1o replace the door

One ineresting point s that the Falcon
will ot even work unless you have 4Mb of
memory. Therefore, you need at least a
2Mb SIMM 1o get it to work. | think this is
actually a good point because there is
very little speed increase gained from
running accelerators withot FastRAM.

n use, everything worked wonderfuly.
Windows zipped about, Jpegs displayed
in o time, and althe recent games | tied
such as Super SkidMarks, Pinball llu-
sions, UFO and PGA European Tour
worked with no problem at all. Even the
fanis fairy quiet

This s a great bit of ki, the only down

only down side to this is that the connector you have to
get s a half pitch 50-pin connector which is a little unusual, but

playing 5.14pm just after lunch time it is a bit of a shock to the.
system as you want to go home.

Amiga Computing|

DECEMBER 1995

side being that i's not the sort of board
you can be whipping in and out of your
Amiga because 1o remove the board your
need 1o lever the SCSI connector out of
the trapdoor.

Power supply the board in a number of
configurations depending on what your
needs are and how deep your pockets
are. You can purchase a bare board and
get the processor yourself. The 040
options consist of either a full 25 Mhz 040
chip or the LC version, which omits the
MMU. So if you don't need 10 use virtual
memory o run Enforcer, you can save 80
quid. The final option is the full 060 hum-
‘mer version which will run up to 70 times
asfast as a standard A12001! g

The bottom line

Product: Falcon
Supplier: Power Computing
Price: Bare: £319
040: £499
060: £649
Phone: 01234 273000
Ease of use

Implementation
Value for money.
Overall
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Perfect mag July 95! Both the
and editorial were excellent. Each
month | buy Amiga Computing and
Amiga Shopper. | find Shopper nor-
mally has very good editorial (no
games!), although some of their
coverdisks seem o be rather out of
date (Protext 4.3). Amiga Format is not

h better either, flogging the
sensible Golf demo twice.

U Amiga usually has good disks,
i.e. Image/FX, but their actual maga:
zine s a lttle disappointing and rather |
heavy on games content.

Amiga Computing seems to have got
the combination near perfect. The first
of your ‘Utility Heaven’ disks was
superb. | had just installed Workbench

“The format of the disks s good 100.
Unarchiving straight to RAM is a great
idea; | rarely use a program | can't
unarchive and run straight from RAM.
Mark Clatworthy, Herstmonceaux

Our second letter from Mr
Clatworthy in as many months. We
like to think we have the balance
right t00. I'm pleased you liked our
MUI CoverDisk — we've had a lot of
mail praising it. As for the format of
the disks, | hope you like the
installer script that was put on our
disks from the September issue,
written by our erstwhile CoverDisk
editor Neil Mohr.

POSTBAG
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Amiga (omputing has recently become an —
international publication with a U5 edition

going out to substribers of the now-
defunct Amiga World. It seems from the
amount of mail the change has proved

quite popular with our American cousing

1:am writing about a section in your news pages in the

‘September issue. You said that
version 2.1 of the Emplant ES86DX PC emulator is available and will un games such as
Doom. Does this mean it wil run Do I and games ke Magic Carpet, Tie Fighter and

B-Wing?
et wte S0 e |l o e 1 have a bog standard Amiga. Do
you think | should geta 17499 0ra

Since you have state giving hlptl hint and ps latey,  ave a auestion oryou. In
Lure of the Temptress | have broken out o jal and gone round Inlkmg to people. | went

i x| e caenied o Kk Pkt b s iy o e ]
supposed (o get men to do the ecology stu
PS.Ienpyywvmagalmbmlmlnknwulﬂﬂuv/ﬁhnmmmmm.mv

up the good work.
Michael Ryan, address unknown

oty /el need a somewhat better equipped Amiga than the one
Emplant. For a start,

A4000, A3000 or A1500.
ndly, it needs a very swift processor to get anything like adequate perfor-
ance, I'm assuming you have a base level A1200 as you don't say in your letter.
Thirdly, it also really needs a graphics card (which would also need a big box
Amiga) for the display to update fast enough. But yes, if you can fulfil al these
criteria, you would be able to play the games you mention, although perhaps not
as well as you would on the PC you could have bought for the money you spent
your Amiga to make it
As for whether you should buy a hard drive or a CD-ROM drive, there is no

Secor

question that a hard drive will be of greater benefit

1o you. Buy a CD-ROM later,
50 you'

Py

your req reviews, | can gladly put
more games reviews in the magazine if only there were more games out there to
review.

My system currently consists of an Amiga
1500, 1Mb RAM, two printers and a Sony
TV/monitor. What would you do if you
didn't know whether to buy OS3.1 or an
EGS Spectrum? Tha's the decision I'm
trying to make at the moment | just don'
know which way 0 go. S0, if you were in
my position, what would you do?

Here are my new Amiga suggestions. A
range of five or six Amigas isn't going 10
take over a range of 20-30 PCs workdwide,
50 why don't some Amigas become part of
the PG range. This means they could be
an original Amiga and a PC in one box for
about half the price of a PC computer. The
machine could incorporate PC ports, a PC
mouse and joystick, MS-DOS 6, Windows

95, Amiga ports, an Amiga mouse and joy-
stick, AmigaDOS 3.1 and Workbench 3.1
If that was sold for half the price of the
cheapest PC, | think Escom would get
foads of customers.

For Amigas that were bought before
‘Commodore went bankrupt, there could be
plug-in modules for the A500, A500+,
/AB00 and A1200 which would have PC
ports on it and would allow standard PC
cards 10 be plugged into the Amiga, all

red from an extenal PSU. All Amigas

that are A1500s and above could have

internal modules. These plug-in modules

could also be supplied with the new
A1200s to make them more expandable.

1 also have some questions: Why wasn't




[omms sans
modem

I am starting a disk-based BBS called
OffNet which has been designed so
that users with no money 1o buy
modems can enjoy sending mes-
sages to other members. Everyone
sends in their messages and | put
them onto OffNet and send them out
to all members
It any of your readers are interested
in joining (it's completely free, by the
way), then please send your name
and address, a blank disk and 50p for
postage and packing to: OffNet,
BBS25 Roslyn Close, St Austell,
Cornwall PL25 3UN
Mark Wadham, OffNet

A brave and bold attempt Mark.
Amiga Computing wishes you lots of
luck in your enterprise. Interested
readers should contact Mark at the
address given.

fimiga who?

Dear Amiga Action, (sic). As the days of
the Amiga looked darker the grim
prospect of switching to Macintosh or
heaven preserve us — a PG with Windows
became more realistic. It's a comfort to
most faithful Amiga users that the
Commodore liquidation has been settied
and the Amiga technology is in safe
hands. I, and I'm sure many ofher Amiga
users, hope that the Amiga will keep its
unique operating system and it will never
lose the user-accessible power that first
fascinated us.

| applaud Amiga Action’s (yep, sic
again) wonderful coverage of the latest
Amiga news, and the wonderlul coverage
of the different interests in the Amiga
world. (1 only recently discovered your
magazine, quite by accident, upon the

Commodore's saga reported on British TV
news? Will al Amiga software run on the
new A1200s? Does OS3.1 allow you o run
Windows programs on Workbench? Does
it allow more software 10 be run than
Does the Amiga 1500 have
a SCSI port, allowing a CD-ROM to be
plugged in
Tony Hall, Gloucester

To take your points in order: Buy 0S3.1,
but be aware that it really needs a hard
drive. You don't have the memory or
monitor necessary to run an EGS
‘Spectrum and you wouldn't get full ben-
efit from it without 0S3.1 anyway. The
Spectrum really needs a minimum of

extinction of Amiga World.) Good job!
Keep it up!

1 would also like to suggest an arli
cle on graphics effects, animations,

at Amiga Action they thought it was a
game. We've included

Mr Drippe’s address for anyone
ptters please ke
S

Keep those letters coming! if you
can'the bothered to find a bit of

tricks come from Amiga’s World
feature, Accent on
Even the average Amiga
owner loves 1o play with DPaint and
I'm sure would appreciate such an
article. Remember, users of relatively
inexpensive paint programs such as
DPaint are much more common than
LightWave users
| have a sample disk of my arwork and
‘am currently looking for a game 10 ilus-
trate in my spare time. If Amiga Action
(he's writen this not us) is interested in
including my graphics on the CoverDisk or
knows of a PD programmer who needs
anwork done. please write back
Joseph Drippe, Box 495, Bellouckle TN,
UsA 37020

1 think Mr Drippe’ must have been out
in the rain too long. He addressed his
letter to ESP at Amiga Computing, but
keeps referring to Amiga Action in the
body of his letter. However, 'm sure he
is talking to us because when | men-
tioned operating systems to the guys

P e oy s Interchangeable
e letter

1 am writing to enquire where | can get
hold of a copy of Interchange Plus v3 as
mentioned by Mr Whiteley in his video
column in your September issue. | am a
reguiar reader of Amiga Computing, 50
keep up the good work and long live the
Amiga.

MrAJ Haslett, Stevenage

1 would like to say that this is
query to deal with, Mr. Haslett, but in
these days of fewer and fewer serious.
Amiga dealers, | couldn't find a single
one that actually stocks Interchange
Plus at the moment. However, dealers
like White Knight Technology (01920
822321), First Computer Centre (0113
231:044) and Emerad Craate (181
715-8866) do deal with Amer
{ributors 86 they should have Titia
trouble finding t for you.

[Lerrens]]

e s G tion for every program you want to sell, you

thinking of opening a should be able to determine whether you

allowed to include it in your library or not.

‘One thing to consider getting would be a modem
bl

50 that you can get software
Ilkl 01 for Allllﬂl Bl ﬂ\. Aminet III s on the
ke Amiga

have plenty of shareware — can | sell it? | have
WuM!.'SE.mmunlunhnﬂadwm

Mwmmwmmy
Sean Talbol, Great Bookham eam Mm unpmlmm

What you are attempting to do, Sean, will take a nmmwwmmumnm
ot of perseverance and hard work. You can use  spelling and correct, because other-
the software you find on coverdisks, but only utuyur-d T e professional lnd s

won't ustomers. Finally,
wuup-mm-y,lmmnumdmk

4Mb RAM to work to its best advantage
and a proper multiscan monitor. This
would also mean that you would need
to buy a flicker fixer for your A1500 50
that you could display normal Amiga
graphics on the multiscan monitor,
along with the Spectrum’s graphics.

There s  fatal flaw in your sugges-
Uene Syl ae it seems. The

Amiga is off ut £400,
the chespeet (reasonable) PG sbout
£600 including VAT.

How would any company be able to
offered a combined package for around
the £300 mark? Also, the ability to plug
in PC only really useful if there
is driver software written to take
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advantage of them for the Amiga.

Commodore’s saga wasn't reported on

British TV news because it wasn't impor-

tant -wugh to anyone other than Amiga
ers.

@, pou would e PC wulaior 3
allow you to run Windows programs on
your Amiga.

Sort of. There are programs that
require WB3.x to run, such as datatypes.

Not as standard, as I'm sure you
already know. You can buy a hard drive
controller card which has an external
SCS! port or alternatively, you can buy
an internal CD-ROM drive and put it in
the 51/4” bay of your machine and
attach it o the SCSI controller internally.
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Problem programs

| own an A1200 with a 420Mb external hard drive. Whenever | try 1o run games
off my external hard dive they have crashed graphics, but on my friend's
intemal hard ciive the games work fine — why is this?
o also been trying to run some of my older coverdisk programs, but when
11ty to run them offthe hard drive | get the message Software error 80000005 suspend or

reboot.
111 reboot and then change the chip type to original they work fine. Would they work on

an internal drive or do you still have to change the chipset to original
Keith Whiteld, Kent

;) Aot of oider games and programs that were orginaly wrtien on the

£ As00 and A2000 took a lot of things for granted with regards to the OS

and the graphics hardware. When the A1200 came out with its new OS

and graphics hardware, many of the older Amiga programs ceased to work, as
id not ike.

One of the side effects is the crashed graphics effect you are seeing. The AGA
chipset can display a huge number of new screen modes, but as older programs

When you switch to original chipsat the A1200
‘mal AS00, which is why older programs will work. If you
can try turning off the CPU cache in the early startup menu, accessed by holding
down both the mouse buttons when you reset your machine. Or try any of the
numerous degrader programs such as TUDE.

Running the games off an interal or extemal drive should make no difference.
You do not say what Amiga your friend has. If they have an A1200 then perhaps
they y P.

Harrowing hard
driues

Ihave a standard AB0O to which |
recently added a Gasteiner
120Mb hard drive. The problem |
‘am having is that | now cannot run any of
Mb software as the computer keeps
saying it does not have enough memory
available, even though it does from floppy.

I contacted Gasteiner and, although
they were very polite, they were of ltlle
help. The engineer did tell me that the
hard drive uses up some of the RAM, 5o
1Mb games will not run from it - even
though they do install perfectly. He said
the only way to cure this is to add more
memory.

Is there any way 10 get the hard drive to
release this memory as it loads in pro-
grams? Or are there any other ways of
adding extra memory considering the trap
dooris occupied?

If | cannot add any more memory is
there any way of connecting the hard drive

files on and the other to hold, well, your
other files. Using the HDToolBox uility,
if you select partition drive and then
click on advanced options, you can
specify the number of buffers that
should be allocated. This should nor-
mally be around 32  any less or much
more slows access.

The best chance you have of getting
a game to run off your hard drive is to
reset your machine holding both the
mouse keys down. Then select boot
R80T equarcs, ypu assion
ENV: ENVARC: and then

If your games still il o o you

\d

drive’s buffers and can gain you about

60k.

After all that, if the games stil will not
load the only way is for you to buy
‘some extra memory. In your letter you
say your trapdoor slot is taken, but a

AMIGA C:

DMPUTING ADVICE SERVIC

Stop tearing huge chunks of your hair

out, ALAS is here to soothe your soui

Sticksy startup

through the PCMCIA siof
D Simmons, Herts

It is true that each hard drive
partition you have requires
extra memory, for things like
disk buffers. The disk buffers help to
increase the speed of access to the
hard drive but each one uses memory,
50 the more partitions you have the
more memory you wil loose.

Generally, you only need two parti-
tions ~ one to hold your Workbench

hope you can help as | seem to have
lost the startup-sequence for my GVP
hard drive. Basically, when | switch on

computer it continuously comes up

boot from the Workbench 2 floppy then | get
some access to the hard drive. What can | do?
R Gray, Orkney

sounds as if some naughty pro-

o,
9 1 e e v

up-sequence, which from Workbench

properl e should not
o e . Pethea you should double
check how the hard drive has been
fitted.

‘The only other options are either to
buy a PCMCIA memory card, which
need to look in a PC magazine
for, or buy a bear Overdrive me

nism which fits into the PCMCIA slot.

A600 trapdoor memory card, which
only cost around £30.

Harrowing hard
drives

™Y | am having a horrendous time
. with my HDO boot partiion, it
seems 10 have a checksum error

on one of the blocks. My HD1 parttion
>

2.04 you shouldn't do anymore. When Workbench

confused and start complaining big style
ENV: assign being one of these and one of the
most important.

There is a fairly simple solution to your prob
lem. All you have o do is replace your startup:
sequence with a new copy. So if you boot up with
the Workbench 2 disk and open a shell, type copy
s:startup-sequence TO dh0:s which will replace
your corrupt startup sequence with the correct

— P T Y T BT T
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0 you have a problem? Do you some-
times find yourself poised over your
Amiga with axe in hand, spouting
profanity at the stubborn refusal of your

software or hardware to behave properly?
Well, calm down and swap the axe for

pen and paper, jot down your problems,
along with a description of your Amiga

(ining nowhere

=y 1am having trouble starting up Epoch Voyager which was on your coverdisk.
~ | have an A500+, and an external driv

icon, the disk drive churns away unil | receive
‘Womble font. Make sure you have a font direc-

oy
error message ‘Cannot find or install

When | click on the

setup, and send it off to Amiga Computing Advice Service,
IDG Media, Media House, Adlington Park, Macclesfield SK10
4NP. Alternatively, e-mail us at ACAS @acomp.demon.co.uk

>
s00ms 10 bo find. Sometimes when | tum

n my machine the purple screen
appears, asking me 1o insert a disk. f |
then reset my machine it wil boot off the
hard drive but the startup-sequence does
not seem o run, as | only get a 4 colour
screen and no DbIPAL

1 have tred various recover t00ls such
as DiskSalv, QBTools and AmiBack, but
they al seem to ind problems and when |
try 1o get them 1o repair the drive they
crash afler about half an hour.

It also appears as if all the icons from
the drawers are gone, but not the actual
Disk.nfo icon. | can't enter any of the
directories using the shell, but none of my
programs are saying the disk is not vali-
dated, and the disk is not 100% ful, which
is usually the case of a non validated disk.

R Borst, Netheriands

| Oh dear, you seem to be in a
% spot of bother. | have had my

share of validating and check-
sum errors in my time, but | have
never had some of the symptoms you
describe.

In this situation | would either just
get DiskSalv to do o shrmigit repalr
which is normally enough to restore
the partition to its original state, or
do a Quick format ~ which does not
actually wipe any of the data on
the drive — and then try to recover
as much as possible. In your case
you will have to try the second
option.

Itis strange that you are getting the

tory." I have tried renaming the Fonts directory to FONTS and have also put a fonts
directory on the program disk iself but it does not help. HELP!
J Hayes, Cardiff

Epoch Voyager is a lttle strange in that the Womble font it refers to is
mlnmmmm.wmmmmmnmwm

this font off assign y
-mmm, ‘mmﬂn!wlnmr-mm.
/oyager is trying to use the FONTS: assign to locate the font called
Wonbie font The FONT, an ign should point to the directory where the
font will be copied to.

There are a ‘of ways to cure this problem. If you are booting from your
Workbench disk and then running epoch Voyager off your external drive, when
You now try to run epoch Voyager, the FONTS: assign has already been
o it will run.

associated with a hardware problem. the company. After booting | have audio
The computer is not able to find the  but just a blank screen. This s also the
hard drive, in fact it thinks the hard  case with any programs written in Amos.
drive is not connecte would  As TUDE given away on your cover disk
have to be either a really bad software didn't help | was hoping you could give
error or a hardware problem. me a tip.

1f a quick format does not do the
trick then | can only suggest com-
pletely formatting that partition. If this
i the'csae yoll il fwfe 1o e et
back up you made of you
did backup your hard Crive dians
you? If not, you are unfortunately
going to have to reinstall the whole
thing by yourself.

fimos un-
professional

For at least two years | have
been sitting on AMOS profes-
sional — the original copy with
example disks. The problem | am having

R Hargrove, Germany

The answer is fairly straight-
forward, I a e perplexing
Amos pro, and any program
witton with It, will simply not work
with an A1200 that has extra memory.
The only answer Is to rip out your
memory expansion

1 would love o know why this hap-

for a good few hours, the AMOS pro
programs do tend to work for a longer
period, but once they start locking up
your computer you can forget it

f anyone has a reason why this hap-
pens, | would love to know, and better

\d

is that it will not work on my A1200,

stillif you have an answer to this prob-

purple boot screen, as this is normally

despite a free upgrade sent to me from

lem please send it in.

| have an AS00 with 2Mb of memory,

¥ Workbench 1.3, and two external disk

= drives. | am becoming more and more.

frustrated that the coverdisks on com-

puter magazines require hard drives and
Workbench 2.04, 3.0 etc.

My question is, if | upgrade to 0S3.1 by
changing my kickstart chip will it effect the
‘memory in any way, or slow my AS00 down,

Bamaby, Gwent

| Unless you are exclusively using
= 2 your Amiga for games then | would

impiors you 1o uparad to the latest
version of the 0S. When 0S2 wi

Don't delay, upgrade today!

released | upgraded as soon as | could and
never regretted it once, and now 0S3.1 is
far better than even that old release, with
imost every aspect of Workbench being
user defina

Under 0S1.3 you are confined to only rea-
1ly being able to use one of the many file utili-
ties and the Amiga shell. The latest
Workbench is far more enjoyable to use, and
with the addition of programs such a
Toolmanager, MagicMenu and MCP or
MultiCX, | very rarely have 1o resort o using
things like DOpus.

el

tion the more important
side of things, in that aimost all ‘serious’

software will require you to have at least
052.04 before it will work. And with 0S3
introducing datatypes, MultiView, double
bufering, and many graphics optimisations
programs are now appearing that are 0S3
only.

To actually answer your question,
Workbench 3.1 will not effect your memory in
anyway, and should appear to actually work
quicker than the old operating system, with
windows and menus redrawing faster than
before. The only thing you should watch out
for is that it will probably use an extra 100K
or so due to all the new libraries and
datatypes that are present.

a Computing
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Investingin AMEGA

D Brian Fowler has been involved with AMIGA since the very firse A1000 arrived in the UK
D Brian Fowler stayed with AMIGA during the bad times following Commodorc’s
liquidation.

Now AMIGA is back, and to show our confidence in AMIGA’s
D future, we've invested in new, larger, better premises. Still in the

centre of the beautiful city of Excter, we're easy to find and are one

of the few shops where AMIGA doesn't take second place to P.C.

phone (01392) 499 755) - either way, we're second to

D So come and see us - or try our Mail Order Service (just
none. Brian Fowler Computers - for the best in AMIGA.

Please note our NEW address . B :
5 rian
Brian Fowler Computers Ltd
90 South Street a a Fow ler
Exeter .
Devon EX1 1EN a Compu[ers Lid

Phone us on (01392) 499 755

Faxuson  (01392) 493 393 (0 1 3 9 2) 499 7 5 5

brian_fowler@cix.compulink.co.uk e

Compuserve 100072,1536 |

(We have a lot more planned for the
coming months.... stay tuned!)




sector

Strapped for cash? 50 is Dave
(usichs, but thankifully that
doesn’t mean that top quality

software is out of reach...

Rssassing Disks
Helper 9

Programmed by: Various
Available from: Seasoft

“This disk contains a really interesting col-
lection of utiities. First up is Iconimage, a
useful program designed to do a simple
When run it adds itself o the

other icon onto this Appicon and the
dropped icon image is replaced by the
Applcon image. Follow that?
Slightly simpler to explain are EasyWs
Drop 'n Act 2. These both set up an
‘Applcons onto which files can be dropped,
‘whereupon predefined actions will be car-

Propare a lving will
with the greatest of
ease using Cybemetic
Attorey

Amiga Computing|

DECEMBER 1995

ARexk Guide

Produced by: Robin Evans
ilable from: KEV
Disk No. P

ARexx is a programming language
that can make your Amiga a lot more
powerful. ARexx scripts can effect-
ively automate lengthy and tedious.
tasks, which is why so many Word
and Image Processing applications
make extensive use of them. It is also
possible, for example, to send a file
from one program to another, per-
form some action or other, and then
return it to the original application.

‘Smartcopy, another decent utiity
from Assassin's Helpers 9 disk

ied out. This is an extremely good idea,
originally employed on the unfortunately
buggy DropBox and more recently on
DropTool and ClassAction. | il prefer the
latter, however, if only because of the
greater flexiilty it offers. At the end of the
day though, any one of these programs
(with the exception of Dropbox which does
strange things on WB 3.x machines) will
make using Workbench an awul lot more
pleasant.

ToolAlias is another example of a good
idea which is siightly let down in its imple-
mentation. Running as a Commodity, it

This nicely organised AmigaGuide file
explains exactly what can be
achieved using ARexx and how to
achieve it. The step-by-step tutorials
are simple to follow but the guide is
certainly comprehensive, as a quick
Iook at the lengthy index will confirm.
Since A1200s are not supplied with a
copy of the standard printed guide to
ARexx, this disk should prove
invaluable to many Amiga owners.
While the complete AmigaGuide
document is supplied on the disk, it is
shareware so you are morally obliged
o register f you make use of it. The
$15 registration fee is less than a
book on the subject would cost, and
is not unreasonable considering ths

enables the user to subsiitute default 100ls
with their own favourie toos. For example,
it could be set up so that even double-
clcking on a file which had MuchMore as
the default tool would result in PPMore or
Multview being called. The progra is let
down by a sightly itating interface which
makes entering your preferences
something of a chore.

Cybernetic Attorney is designed to
assist in the preparation of legal docu-
ments, providing forms which only need a
few relevant details adding before they are
ready to use. The documents were origi-
nally created for use in the United States,
but few changes would be necessary for
the program to be usefully employed on
this side of the pond. This demo version
contains only a few documents, but the
registered version includes forms for all
manner of ituations.

Among the rest are Wasted Time, which
keeps track of the time you'e spending on
your Amiga each day; ClearRAM, which
empties the RAM Disk quickly but without
deleting the vital Clipboards, ENV and T
drawers; and HDSleep, which turns off
your hard dive motor after a preset period
of time ~ although quite why you'd want to
do this s something of a mystery.

ART

Lee Majors #7

Produced by: Ben Cowdall
Available from: Ben Cowdall

This is just a little bit silly. Plenty of

ing a Lone Crusade Against The Post
Apocalyptic, Radiation-Soaked Armies

Of Darkness. Don't expect stunning art-
work, but be prepared for some serious
laughter.

Forthcoming titles from the same man
include Stars on Teletext and The History
Of Quorn, which definitely sound like
they!ll be worth looking ot for. Textured
vegetable protein in particular does indeed
have great potential as an object of
ridicule.

L Majorsadvocates
Alro-Ameri
south cuture




amount of work that has evidently
gone into preparing this excellent
roduct

a8 it
[rm——

fissassins disk &40

Programmed by: Various
Available from: Seasoft

This Assassins game disk includes three
pretly reasonable offerings, Catapults,
Muhtar and Super Daleks, which should
help while away those long winter
evenings.

Catapults is vaguely reminiscent of
1980's action board game Crossbows And
Catapults. Two players each construct a
castle, and must then use their catapult to
destroy the opponent's fortress before

Dosigning a stronghold.
el i

‘Super Daleks ha
antiquated graphics but

their own falls. Catapults has an added
element, however, in that the population
of the strongholds are under threat not
only from the opposition but also from
possible lack of food or water. To ensure
that such subsistence shortfalls do not

destroyed by your enemy. This is an
S souch o if played with a
friend, although it scarcely going to stun
You with ts graphics and sound effects.
Muhtar is, as it were, a collect-em-up.
The sole objective is o collet the numer-
ous items scattered around the single-
screen levels within the stict time limit
Unfortunately, since this s achieved by
simply taking the shortest possible route
round the screen, the first few levels
prove boringly easy, and when the time
fimit stars 10 get really tough things just
get frustrating and tedious.
jper Daleks was written by a Finn
who says he's never seen Doctor Who, so
he's made up a really wacky story as to
how the Doclor became involved with the
infamous extra-terrestial warmongerers.
It's a simple game which I'm sure is based
on an age old program, the objective
being to lure the chasing Daeks into traps
by moving step by step while the mindless
baddies follow. It looks a bit dated but it
can be quite challenging, requiring a good
amount of thought at times.
As individual efforts, none of the three

LEE MAJORS ADYOCATES THE WEARING OF GAUDY JUMPERSy1q1 £ RECLINING ON A EEAN BAG
RECOUNTING SCAFY STORIES 10 A HYPHOTIZED PN

£ MAJDRS"
ADYOCAT ONS.
Nlmh:v 1301100

e

PD and SHAREWARE ||_

I want to hear from you if you have any
program, whatever its purpose, which
you consider worthy of review. Whether
it will be freely distributable public
domain, shareware or licenceware, if
you feel it of sufficient quality to merit
coverage then stick it in a jiffy bag or
envelope and send it in with all
haste. | promise Il at least look at your
work — even if s yet another Lottery
program or Klondike cardset. It does
make my job a lot easier though If disks
are clearly labelled. Please also include
a cover letter detailing the disk contents
and price and giving some basic
instructions. The magic address is:

Dave Cusick

PD submissions
Amiga Computing
Media House
Adlington Park
Macclestield SK10 4NP

games are going to win any awards, but
together they stand up fairly well, and at
£1,50  throw ' hard 1o go wrong.

Assassins disks 2'1

Programmed by: Various
Available from: Seasoft

Here we have China Tiles, MineRunner
and ThinkAMania. The firstis a Mahjong
clone with atiractive graphics, lack of
originality being excusable on the
grounds that this s a great ite game. It
also features Help, Cheat and Undo
options, meaning that even the most

o ‘D\
0]
B
]
Edo

old]

The iritatingly adictive Thinkamania
in'ull Intertaced glory




PD and SHAREWARE

Progrmsmad b: Mare Aariand pe
ries.

imph
Avaiia o Onine PD
Disk No. 0U212

Full marks for originality, because this s definitely

oad the relevant fie into pH Karaoke, then watch the
words scroll smoothly up the screen and sing them
as they pass across a big biue line.

As the authors say, this is the sort of daft program
that could go down a treat at parties or drunken
orgies. Drag your unsuspecting chums 1o the com-
puter and then hit them with REM or Genesis (some
. T
comic potential is pretty great.

1 haven't exm-ncea any problems when testing
it with CDs, but if the worst comes 1o the worst and
the words on the screen don't seem to match the

>
dull-witted individual can enjoy a quick

In MineRunner, an unashamed
LodeRunner clone, the objective is to
beat your computer-controlied opponents
to the gold scattered around the many
single screen platiorm levels. The graph-
cs and sound are pretty basic but those
who value the sort of playability that many
old 8-bit games possessed will feel
instantly at home with this. There are also
some nice options, such as the support
for various monitors and for the use of
Sega MegaDrive control pads as two-but-
ton joysticks.

The final game, ThinkAMania, is a
memory test. The aim is to clear a
screenful of cards by turing them over
two at a time, and removing them if they
have matching pictures. Excellent graph-
ics add another dimension to this hugely
diverting offering, and I'd certainly recom-

..and 1 hato to ]
think what Andy |
will do to
Rocking All Over
"The World.

music on your stereo, it is possible to adjust the
speed the words scroll a

d with over 30 song files,
but users who register for a meagre fiver will receive
the authors’ latest karaoke conversions and a
program allowing them to create their own files.

Pro Football, because once again All has
come up with a brilliant program. I's hard
10 tell whether you will actually stand a
better chance of winning the pools with
this result predictor, but this certainly
appears to be one of the best programs
of its kind

Fixtures and results are entered using
the same intelligent system that Pro
Gamble sported ~ enter a couple of let-
ters of a team name and the prograrm fils

Find the answer within

Ben Cowdall
23 Barn Way, Cirencester,
iiossmeai GLIBLY
ost
(Cheques Dayable e Cowdall)
avid Hill,
165 Owen Avenue, The Murray, East
Kilbride G75 9AQ
Cost: £10 for registered version

KEW-=II Software
PO Box 672, South Croydon, Surrey

CR29YS
Tel: 0181-657 1617
LH Publishing,
13 Gairloch Avenue, Bletchiey
MK2 3DH

Cost: £5.99
Ali Prior
10 Lovell Park Heights, Leeds.
LS7 1DP

Seasoft,

Unit 3, Martello Enterprise Centre,
Courtwick Lane, Littiehampton,
West Sussex BN17 7PA
Cost: £1.50 per disk plus 50p P&P

in the rest. There's onine help available
throughout should you need it, although
it's uniikely because the interface is so
clear and well designed.

The full program is shareware.
However, send a blank disk and an SAE
to the author and you'll receive a free
demonstration version. Mention Amiga
Computing and you'll even get a third off
the registration fee for the full version.
“This man s just too kind.

mend getting this installed on your hard
drive. As with increasing amounts of soft-

Haunted By You

ting in front of the screen ate at night try-
ing to remember the location of the other
card showing a cute pink bunny rabbit,

Pro Football

Programmed by: Ali Prior
Available from: Al Prior

Aiis previous efforts, Pro Gamble and
Pro Lottery, both eamed reviews in these
pages thanks to their extreme user-
friendiiness, attractive presentation and
general all-round quality. Therefore, Mr
Prior's decision to send a basketful of
chocolate footballs and a small plastic
whistle along with his latest offering and
the trademark fluorescent orange letter
seemed a slightly strange one. Not that
anybody i the office minded, of course.
Fortunately. | need have no quaims
about allegations of bribery for reviewing

The king of Shareware image processors, Graham
and Andy Dean’s ImageStudio, has now reached
version 2.2.0. In addition to an excellent range of
effects and full ARexx support, it now boasts a
colour preview window, and modularised loaders
and savers for scores of file types including PNG,
EPS, Targa and Tiff. The program is as stable as
ever, and represents great value for money at only
£10 for the full registered version. Those who have
already registered can use their keyfile to unlock the
latest demonstration version.

There's also now a printed version of the manual,
which is nicely designed and illustrated and costs
£5.99. It is supplied with the latest unregistered
version of the program and can be obtained from
Larry Hickmott at LH Publishing.

Another program which seems 1o keep on improv-
ing at a phenomenal pace is David Hil's disk cata-
loguing program, TurboCAT. Now with the suffix Pro,
it offers the opportunity to have six databases run-
ning, allows access 10 the main cataloguing section
and the search section at the start of the program,

1ag0 procassing at an affordable price:
o

Powertul
the allsinging, alldancing ImageStudio 2.2.

and has undergone something of an overhaul
visually. A PD demo is available, with registration
costing a tenner. Those who have already registered
can upgrade simply by sending Mr Hill two blank
disks and an SAE.

a Computing
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—ll FEATURE

fter an absence of more than a year
i from the production lines, the Amiga

1200 is finally back in action.

‘world's favourite 2Mb, 68020-based home

computer is back In the shops and now
comes with a new bunde of software tools
and games as an added incentive
buyers. The new A1200 is only different to
the machines made by Commodore in
ono respect. The A1200 now comes with
Kickstart and Workbench 3.1 as standard,
which means CD-ROM support and bug
fixes aro now included in the system

software.

For those of you who are con-
templating buying an A1200 for,
time, some explanatioryof

apabilities might fe in

computers, originally mag
Commodore, which are now pro
Escom subsidiary, Amiga Technolog!
The A1200 is equipped with the A
(Advanced Graphics Architecture) chi
hun

haps the Amiga’
fully pre-emptively multitasking.

TRADITIONS

The Amiga has a long tradition
video-related areas including art and natio
video titling, and mul d
image processing, and the A1200 continues o
this tradition. ¥

The software bundle accompanying the

packages, and the
A1200 is  equi send
graphics straight to video, havi
output built into the machine. This means you
can record your animation and graphics work
straight to video without requiring any
additional hardware or software.

But let's not forget the Amiga's musical tal-
ents either. With packages such as Octamed
and a sound sampler, you can create music to
Suit any taste, from the classical to the down-

Tight ravey. I you already own a musical instru-  off,  you il
ment that conforms to the MIDI standard then eive an extra
You can buy a sequencer package for your piece of saftware
Amiga along with a MIDI interface and control _ called  Scala
your keyboards through the Amiga. MM300 in the

'And just because the Amiga excels atartand  bundle.

oan t s less capable at the  Scala is used i
more serious aspects of computing. In the soft-
ware bundle that comes with the new Amiga
1200 you will get one of the top. word process-
ing packages available for the Amiga, together
with a splendid spreadsheet program,
database, and a personal organiser. )¢

The Amiga is also a talented performer in the
Jighter side of digital entertainment. Some of
the world's most famous game names got thei
Start on this platform, not to mention thelr

P Amiga as
W Aheif Tomputer of:

games. Titles like Lemmings, Pinball Fantasies, g, 3 ‘?L?, Y : i, phisice W
Sensible Soccer and Speedball were first . Within i e Mo oy e Wk guzy By
released for our favourite machine, and there and images flying over'the screi o Moy o S RO
an enormous range of shareware and PD | Pro. N S AASE Rt ey %o\ check ot our.
games whose quality sometimes rivals that of Want to add’graphics to your Sister’s wed: - Yapotts on-he eight pidoes of software.that
the most accomplished software houses. ding vided' Seala is your program 6 chaieet- - makerup the:bundle 165 e 'A1200,‘and watch

f you are lucky enough to be able to afford  With al these acvanbges, ||rauy‘lq§. iy outfor tutorials for using your Amiga in the
e Lo arive version, the bensfits are even  Millions of people the vorld:over chose the: ~ coming months.
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The Bpst solution for 24-bit painting on a

(well, nothing in fact
included free in the bundie - ed). The
bundled version that comes with the

new A1200 pack has been limited
in certain respects, but if you

are some details of what is missing from the

FEATURE

full package:

No text facility ® No crop facility
No compose facility
Limited number of loaders and savers

No cybergraphic support ® No twirls

what exactly is Photogenics?
enics combines the power of

Photopentos e ldeal toistiid
ing scans o video grabs, or just painting
from scratch onto fresh digital canvas. The
program can be a little slow at tim
this isn't so surprising when you realise the
‘amount of data that has to be calculated.
Photogenics doesn't have any animatio
that is not where its focus
lies. It concentrates solely on the still image
~ art for art's sake, you might say. One of
the major reasons for upgrading from the
bundied version of Photogenics o the com-
et varion wouid e e weianeedt
formats that Photogenics can load

facilities because

and save.

In addition to standard file formats like
BMP and PCX, familiar to PC users, you can

The only one of the packages in this
bundie to have been included in previous
Amiga bundles, Personal Paint is
stalwart of Amiga graphics. Designed to
work inside the Amiga's palette range,
uniike Photogenics, Personal Paint gives.
you the abilty to work in anything from
two 10 286 colours, perfect for on-screen
work and animation.

Personal Paint also has a few tweaks
over DPaint, the Amiga’s best-known
paint package. These include image
processing functions that can be applied
10 brush, an area of the screen or the
entire picture, giving you effects like
embossing, blurring and gradient fils
Personal Paint has more features than
you can shake a stick at, including
Stereogram generation (both SIPS and
SIRDS), colour reduction, image conver-
sion, virtual memory (a System which
uses your hard drive as memory), ARexx
support and a completely user-definable
user interface. Personal Paint still lacks

e of DPaint's finer details, like the
move requester, but at least Personal
Paint is sl being developed.

The fun doesn’t stop there with
Personal Paint. Because it supports the
system clipboard, it makes the ideal
companion o your icon editor, letting
you use Personal Paint’s far superior

also make use of Photogenics’ font loader,
which allows you to create text inside
Photogenics, and its Plasma loader which
generates a swirling fractal pattern. But even
more important than these are the full
version of Photogenics’ support for alpha
but  channels and compositing functions.

A technical discussion of alpha channels
would be 100 much to go into here, but if
you think of them as being like stencils
Which allow you to overlay one image over
another, masking out parts of the image,
you'll have some idea. This extremely pow-
erful technique is used by professionals to
allow the Eiffel Tower to appear in the same
cialine ex s EEEEIEE N Bs o iy
Ben, and has as many u

braincells.

For users familiar with Photogenics who

are contemplating buying a new A1200, here

1o0ls for the creation of your icon, which
can then simply be copied and pasted
back into the icon editor
“This is just one of the ways in which
can combine Personal Paint with
other software. You could take your 24-
bit output from Photogenics, load it into
Personal Paint which would then convert
it down to 256 colours (or fewer if you
wanted it 10). You could then add a text
caption to the picture and save it back
out. Once you'd done this it would be
child's play to load up Wordworth and
load the picture into a document, thus
‘accompanying your text with pictures.

.
°
.
© No new icons supp
°
°

No printing ® No alpha channels

To compig
from No

(omparison

lement Photogenics, try ImageF/X v2.1
va Design (£249.99 from Wizard

Developments 01322 272908). It was reviewed
in our August issue and highly rated. You wil
need more memory to get the best from it and a
hard drive is a must.

have beer
up and

n cleared
it still

offers good value
for money. (Worth

£49.95)

(omparison

To complement Personal Paint, why
not try Deluxe Paint V' by Electronic
Atts. It s available from a wide range
of dealers,

Deluxe Paint is the program with
the longest pedigree on the Amiga (it
was also in the first bundiing deal) and
was the first to provide an integrated
animation and painting environment in
one program

Uerdict ‘

Personal Paint is one of those
pieces of software that was a bit |
shaky to start with, but through
several years of development by a |
committed publisher, Personal Paint |
has thoroughly grown up. The
stereogram tools are the best (if not |
the easiest to use) of any system |
have seen on the Amiga, and there
are functions that can be performed
in Personal Paint that can't be
achieved al any price wilh other
Amiga graphics software.

Well done Cloanto and new
Amiga owners ~ you've got a great
bitof software there. (Worth £49.95) |




Turbocalc is probably the best-known spreadsheet on the
Amige thees deys its looks hark back to Gold Disk's Pro

now no longer i production, but is bang up-to-date
porimec S

The copy of Turbocalc in the bundie is the full version,
lacking only the nice box and proper manual (most of the
bundiod productivity software has one combined manual) of
the normal release. Turbocalc is originally a German
program, although the rights to it have been bought by
Amiga software giant Digita and further development will
bring it more into line with their other products. In Germany
it has sold over 50,000 copies over its three year life, which
is certainly not bad going.

The changes that have been made to Turbocalc since ver-
sion 2 are numerous and extensive. The program has been
updated to take advantage of all of Workbench 3.1's abilities,
including Locale support (for foreign language versions),
online help and system clipboard support. Turbocalc's
import and export unciions are superb and allow the impor:
tation and exportation of spreadsheets in the most popular
formats (Excel and Lotus 123), along with data competibiity
with the other Digi
Magic pack. Turbocalc can create charts in a wide variety of
formats, from the simple bar to snazzy 3D pie charts and
scientific functions like sine waves and hyperbolic curves.

‘Another of the features that has been improved s the way.

packages on _other platforms, you can click on the cell oF
cells you wish to displace, then simply drag the cells 10 &
new location.

(omparison

Once youve put Turbocalc through f's paces, why ot have a
ook al Final Calc from Softwood (contact Gordon Harwood
01773 836781), when it becomes available. Final Calc is the lat-
est in Softwood's software stable and should be graced with the
same clean, speedy interface as the other producis in the range.

Uerdict

Until Final Calc gets released, Turbocalc is the Amiga's

Turbocalc will be the friendiest spreadsheet available for any
platform. (Worth £49.95)

FEsvEgenss
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Amiga Technologies' emphasis on the
Amiga’s productivity power will never be
taken seriously unless the word
processor comes up to scratch, ‘Ater
all, spreadsheets and image processors.
serve specialist requirements,
everyone needs to print a letter off once.
ina while.

Fortunately, Wordworth SE already
has a good reputation with Amiga
enthusiasts as a good value word-
processor, and the few important
additions included in the new version
can only make it more appealing.

For anyone unfamiliar with the
program, SE is a cut-down version of its
full priced sibling. It lacks some of s

st e v commonly u
, most importantly, will run on the
AT

New for this version, Digita have
incorporated style sheets and ARexx
support. For most users it will be the
style sheets that have the greatest
impact on the way they work since they
allow for drag and drop editing of your
document's layout. In effect, they let
users manage their page layouts
more easily while allowing for greater
consistency between all of their
documents. Text is formatted instantly
by simply dragging and dropping a
particular style onto the desired section
of your work.

ARexx is the powerful interprocess
communication language which opens
up new possibiltes for the more techni-
cally minded users. Basically, it wil
allow you to control other programs
from within Wordworth, a feature that
was ot available i the last version.

The program's speed has also been
improved, though the pretty interface
still takes it toll by making SE a tad
sluggish for some tasks. File sharing
capabilities with Turbocalc are also
welcome additions, allowing users to
maximise their bunde.

(omparison

SE is a cut down version of the full !
priced Wordworth, version 4 of which
should be available by the time you
read this. The flagship program
includes advanced features like a table
of contents generator or the librarian
facilty, but then it costs more (£149 for
v3.1) it won't work o the basic Amiga.
Final Writer Release 4 is equally
incomparable, since it now requires.
3Mb of RAM and a hard drive.

Uerdict :

Wordworth SE was an impressive
enough product when released at the
beginning of 1995, and this version
adds a few valuable extras that will be
the icing on the cake for many users.

It's not the most advanced word-
processor available for the Amiga, but
the combination of a colourful and
friendly interface, combined with
powerful features like auto-correction |
and the new style sheets ift it far
above the level of poor man's
substitute. In all, SE is a package that
WA erv e averg it admirably.
(Worth £49.99)

Wordworth SE may be
of the design tools are kept in tact

cut down, but many



Databases are rather dull by their
nature, but they serve a valuable
purpose and, as this program proves,
they don't have to be as bland as is
often expected. Datastore has the
advantage of h-‘mu about the most

tabase available

The interface follows the principl
set by other Digita programs inciud-
ing Wordworth, which means it fits
neatly in as part of the bundie. Users
can therefore expect colourful icons,
a floating ool bar, and online help to
make using the program more
intuitive.

Those of you who don't want to
spend t00 much time compiling files.
of boring information will be relieved

to find Digita have included prode-
fined databases that will instantly

meet many enthusiast's needs. We
have, for example, the usual address
book along with others like club
membership records, plus supercar
collection and recipe files. These are
often colourfully designed with

[omparison

Datastore will obviously be compared
with Final Data v1 which is on our
‘CoverDisk this month, and it has to be

way. Datastore, however, has more
polish and willsuit the hobbyist better.

Databases have never loked 5 g
though at times it's at the oxpense of speed

pictures. Those that want to start from
scratch will find that the normal field
creation tool used for slapping down
ccompanied by powerful
design features. Records can be made
e interesting using the bosx.
caption and picture frame generators
although as with Wordworth, use of
pictures tends to slow the program
down.

Naturally, a search facility is incor-
porated, but more interesting is the
query tool that makes it easier to
organise your data. It's thanks to this
that users will find Datastore particu-
larly adept at narrowing a search down
toa specific collection of records.

Uerdict

An obvious choice to go with

the odd bug and given a file sharing
facility for use with Turbocalc
Datastore isn't new, but it stil has a
very modern approach and it's
colourtul design will appeal to many
database users. (Worth $49.99)

(e I

Tho final package in the business/household software suite
from Digita is Organiser v1, and basically if's an electronic
filofax designed 0 let users organise their work and social
appointments on compuer.

Once again, Organiser is controlled using Digita's now
familiar ool bars and requesters, and the designers have even
managed to give it some of the trendy siyling any self-respect-
ing yuppie should expect from their filofax. Thus you can tum
pages by clicking at their comers, and sections are subdvided
with colourful tabs sticking out at the sid.

well as the diary that consiitutes the largest part of the
package, there are also sections set aside for your addresses,
tasks and calendar. Most important for novelty, however, is the
supplement section which allows users to clip in’ things like
conversion tables, dialling codes or even wine and restaurant
lists. Lols of supplements are included with the package, but
you can also use Wordworth to make your own.

far, though, Organiser has litle to recommend it over a
real filofax. The fact that users can automatically repeat regular
entries as required — for example their weeKly squash game —
and that alarm chimes have been included does go some way.
1o giving the computerised version an extra charm. Portabilly
problems are only partially overcome, however, by the fact that
‘Organiser willprint pages to it in real e filofaxes.

(omparison

Organiser is one of those odd programs that doesn't really
have a commercial counterpart to square up to. There was
Digta's Day by Day and a number of PD attempts, but users
wanting a more professionally designed product won't be able
to find anything better on the Amiga

Scala will only be included with A1200s that come with  fitted hard drive. Hard drive
owners will not be supplied with the disks that Scala is installed from, nor a manual
Users wishing to get these items can contact Scala UK on 01920 444294, whers they
will be told what the situation is.

Scala is one of the killer apps that makes the Amiga what it is. In its simplest form it
can be regarded as a superior video titing program, but Scala offers much more than
just that. This version supports the control of laser disc players and industrial video
recorders, is ARexx controllable, and comes with a wide selection of bitmap fonts and
professionally designed video resolution backdrops. Scala's interface is one of the most
intuitive of the Amiga and allows for a very quick start to your presentations.

(omparison Uerdict

“The only thing on the market that

can beat Scala MM30O's perfor- | Scala MM300 is possibly one of the best
mance is Scala MM400, so an | Pleces of software available for the Amiga,
upgrade o that would be a good | and the fact that new Amiga owners will be
move if you need the extra | getting it for free is a tribute to Amiga
power, but be aware that the | Technologies powers of persuasion. This
best can only be had from either | Package alone is worth the price of the hard
version with additional RAM and | diive version of the A1200, 5o f you can, save
processor power. your pennies for a hard

in computerised form as part of the Amiga bundle

Amiga Computing
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ahow off the AGA chipset

Pinball Mania follows on the long line
of pinball simulations from publishers
215t Century.

Four tables are available with

a variety of themes from spiders to
law, each with some imaginative
missions. On the table Jailbreak, for
instance, one of the tasks is to get the
ball into Sentence Ball-Trap to
entence a suspect, or you can spell
the word Guard to call the guards and
stop a riot. The second table, Jackpot,
works particularly well with its gam-
bling theme, so contains sub-games
like Roulette or a fruit machine
mission. Kick-Off has a 2-ball multi-
ball feature for the penalty shoot out
mode and finally, Tarantula has all
Kinds of mysterious passage ways.

movement don’t fee! all that realistic

[omparison

The game is AGA only and pretty
close to the commercial version,
although it may have some minor
tweaks made, but s yet it is unclear
b ey amecke. b
remain the same. It wil retai at
compared with o\hel
pinball titles this looks poor. Pinball
lilusions would have been a better
inclusion because it had excellent
graphics and realistic gameplay. If
Amiga Technologies wanted a more
recent pinballer, they should have
opted for Obsession because
although this would run on all
Amigas, it had better graphics.

21st Century have built up a reputation as publishers of some of the inest pin-

ball sims ever released, 50 when
including their latest sim in the bundle,

A Tetrologks i &

aised. Unfortunately,

s otcind sfpeced G Hd e vmo et o1 the same qualty as

its pred rs. This time

of Digial llusions - a big m\sﬁake
e graphics are u

inimpressive but this isn't the main problem. It the playa-

bilty which s totally unrealistic. The ball movement feels sluggish and even
when your flippers are shooting at full power, they aren't responsive The.
missions provide some entertainment but it is not as playable as it should be.

The second game in this package is Whizz from Microvalue
Flair. It is an isometric platformer which takes a rather similar
theme to that of Lewis Carroll's Alice in Wonderland, with the
main character of a rabbit and fantasy-like backgrounds.

‘The player controls the rabbit who nai to move through vas
ous levels to escape his adversary, R h a set time limit to
do it in. As well as avoiding certain onion, Joacs ake pisiis
to solve and parts of scenery to interact with to continue the
journey. Bonuses can collected to raise the
players score and other objects found to replenish energy and
time,

(omparison

A criticism levelled at the
commercial version was that it
was 100 hard, 5o Flair have
made the game easier and

have also made the game
controllable via both the
keyboard and the joystick. It
retails at £25.99.

00740

Graphically, the game looks very dated

Whizz was released quite a while back and if Amiga
Technologies really felt that a platformer was a necessary inclu-
sion then Aladdin would have been better because graphically it
was outstanding and really did push the A1200's capabilities.

s that come wkh e

d up on the various

particularly i you are buying the

mes with mulimedia heavy-

st of the software is either in a
version new 10 us or has been adjusted to suit
the A1200, and with a total value of well over

Amiga 1200 periy
a Amiga Compuing hink thl i has gotto
be the strongest bundie deal ye for an Amiga.

prepared for diving into the wider world of Amiga
he ttles you'l read
about in our magazine and others will reqire a
more powerful machine than the one Amiga
dive  Technologies supplies as standard, but the
beauty of the Amiga is that, uniike other plat-  Amiga Technologies have
ns, you don't have 1o pay for everything at
once. A hard drive, accelerator card, monit
CD-ROM drive are all fairy essential purchases,

software out there.

' the standard pack and £500 for the hard

ack including S

ala, initial misgivings

oot o prices ofth now ATiga 1200s have o

e 8 cepkot of the titles

Amiga

of bringing it out In time for Christmas.
were addiions that every Amiga owner want
butthey can walt untilnext year.

Amiga Computing
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INSTALLER WORRIES

What if you cant afford the hard drive version? What if
you can only just scrape together the cash for the floppy
only version, but you wil be able to buy a hard drive at
a later date? Will you have the same problems that
plagued early A1200 buyers when it came to installing
hard drive? The answer, for the time being, is no.

g said to us that all A1200
will come with the full six disk installation of Workbench
3.1, including the hard dive install disk and hard drive
‘manual addendum. However, as Jonathan Anderson
stated, the exira disk and manual are an expense that
Amiga Technologies might not be willng to continue o
uphold, so later Amigas may well not come with this
disk and manual, However, al is not lost, you will be
able 1o fing Amiga Technol they will supply
you with them for a nominal fee.
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t ain often something comes
along which really breaks the
mould, but once in a while it

Sespens. Recenty, the Zip drive tumed the

e crive market on its head and now it's

e tm of the Reno to do the same for the

£D-ROM business.

While the rest were busy doubling,
ssadrupling and sextupling drive speeds,
Vision were employing a bt oflaeral

w20 could mistake it for yet another
*umoh of design over content. However,
Soser invesligation soon reveals there's a
st more o the Reno than good looks.

The heart of the unit s, of course, the
£ player tsel. On the face o i there are
e, i any, surprises ~ the usual tape deck
Fansport coniroks, volume dial, headphone
socket, d lock and optonal extemal power
sacket. In short, e olde’ mobie CD player.
St take a quick glance around the back
23 a totally now dimension appears

Courtesy of two guides and a SCSI

nnection, you can add a detachdble
SCSI module transforming your portable
£0 into a portable CD-ROM. Add a link
#om your Amiga via an appropriate SCSI
<able and ey presto, instant CD-ROM or
©O player - battery or mains powered.

On the rear of the SCSI module sit two
mini 50-pin D-ring SCSI connectors for
put and pass-thru, separated by a small
el to select an appropriate unit number —
7o nasly dip switches on this it cuie.

The actual SCSI connections are perhaps
the only sticking points on the Reno

Buyers guide

Aside from the CD, SCSI module, SCSI

and the freebies simply don't do the
Reno justice.

During the tests, the unit performed
faultlessly either as a portable or

great design, good build quality,
exceptionally flexibility, and an
unbelievable price within a true
innovation.

Although perfectly functional they are in
the new SCSI ll style — as opposed to the
traditional 25-pin or large 50-pin
Centronics connectors.

In the Reno's defence it does come with
a cable which links the new style plug to
a traditional 25-pin SCSI - this being the
external standard for most Amiga SCSI
controllers. Only SCS! i controllers use
the mini 50 D-ring as standard. The
cable is fine if you're connecting the
Reno direct to the machine, but f you're
planning to use it with either a Squirrel or
perhaps at the end of a SCSI chain you'l
need at least one additional bi of kit

GENDER BENDING

Assuming you're going 1o add the Reno
at the end of the chain you'l need what's
known as a gender bender. Basicaly, this is
a small dongle which enables you to con-
nect a traditional 50-pin Centronics 0 the
Reno's mini 50-pin D-ing, Atemaiively, you
could use the same gender bender and
add the Reno in at the beginning of the
SCS chain, with its accompanying cable
making the initial connection to the
machine. Whichever way you choose,

Hll

Is it a (0-Fom, is it @

10 plaer, is it a bargain?
FPaul Austin has all the
answers when it comes to the
Reno portable (0

e
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there's stil the small matter of £20 to be
‘added 1o the bill for the all important gen-
der bender.

Portabilty, in relation 10 the Amiga, isn't
an issue, unless you have some weird
idea about trundiing your Amiga about in a
‘wheel barrow accompanied by a couple of
car batteries. The portabilty issue does
have wider implications i you'e forced to
use a PC or Mac for computing on the
move and the Reno will be equally at
home on both platforms.

I additon to the Ami-CD-ROM software,
the Reno also ships with software for both

Reno is ideal. Not surprisingly, both the
CD and its accompanying SCSI module
boast battery compartments if mains
powerisn'tan option. Pacs

L5

The bottom line

Product: Reno Portable CD-Rom
Supplier: First Computer Centre
Tel: 0113 2319057

Price: £129.99
Ease of use 10
Implementation 10

Value for money 10
Overall 10




ohn Loader doesn’t have
much time for journalists. As
chief investigator for ELSPA's
crime unit, he realises that a certain
amount of public relations work is
required, but you get the feeling his
heart’s not really in it

When interviewed at the ECTS,
Loader was polite, but he gave the
impression it was a bit of a chore. In
contrast to all the PR people chattering
away throughout Olympia that day.
Loader exhibited no interest in making
over-inflated claims for his organisation.
A down-to-earth man with 30 years
experience in the police force behind
him, he seemed oddly out of place in
the hot air environment that constitutes.
the European Trade Show.

His comments on the extent of the
problem facing the industry, however,
are as revealing as they are brief.
According to ELSPA's figures published
in May 1995, the game industry loses.
$2.7 billion a year, while the businéss
software community loses an astound-
ing $7.8 billion 10 fraud. Loader admits.
even that estimate might be conserva-
tive, however — Nintendo US boss
Howard Lincoln claimed $5 billion was
lost every year by the games industry
alone.

Given these figures, Loader has to
be realistic about what ELSPA's crime
unit can achieve. “On a target by target
basis we've had almost 100 per cent

John Loader, ex-policeman,
now heading the ELSPA
orime unit

success.” he remarked. “But the limited
resources mean we're not going to Solve
the problem.

Limited resources indeed — the words
crime unit might sound rather grand
when you realise it's comprised of just
John Loader and his assistant investiga-
tor Karen Battin. This has not stopped
them from busting some of the most
serious counterfeiting operations in the
country.

since its inception in April 1994, the
crime unit has uncovered criminal sof
ware theft conspiracy, illegal Bulletin
Board operators and even the seizing of
illegal software at car boot sales. With
such a broad range of criminal activity to
cover, Loader's team found that just
seizing illegal software at the point of

P sale was not
rates sc"PPered

struck
ot

A stoady flow of |

‘attention

The botine have ried to bet thepirntes
before. This time Disc Expross have

fighting the problem at the root.

Now the crime unit hires private
nvestigators on a job by job basis to
follow up on tip offs. Information often
comes from employees within compa
nies with dubious operations as well as.
from customers that receive suspicious
goods.

Investigators will sometimes make
test purchases to prove counterfeited
software is being sold, but in the case of
the larger criminal operations, Loader's
team has worked closely with the police,
obtaining search warrants and accom-
panying them on raids to collect the evi-
dence required to bring the pirates to
justice.

Given the importance of working
closely with the police and the trading
standards authorities, Loader's experi

Software piracy is on the increase, costing the industry billions

each year. Since its establishment in 199%, however, FL5PA's

crime unit has been fighting back. Gareth lofthouse reports
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Few Amiga owners take the problem of piracy par-
ic business has been
aning that ilegal copying is kling off music, but
e e cone et 5o pcpe g

scusarly seriously. The musi

£0s, and the same attitude applies

‘edious sermonising

crmes affect you

‘2bout developing for the platform

Take DMA Design, for example. Makers of the
ings, DMA suf-
was the major reason
for their subsequent abandonment of the Amiga.
Simon Litte, Lemming’s designer and now devel-
‘opment manager for Gametek, commented 1 don'
think there were many Amiga owners that didn'
ey of those were
pirated.” Worse, he points ou, the more popular a
program s the more people will want 1o crack it

, and a high percentage

ence and understanding of police proce-
surs is vital. However, the crime unit will
undertake private prosecutions on
vehalf of its members when the police
won't take certain cases 1o court.

Many in the games industry had
noped that the transition to CD-ROM as
the main software format would help to
reduce piracy, but Loader quickly puts
pay 1o that theory. “Its as easy 1o copy
Software now as it ever was,” he states.
“You just have to spend £5000 on a
decent computer, tapestreamer and a
CD writer. Then you just need the gold
discs, which cost as litle as £5 each
when bought in bulk.”

Nor does he think it's likely that
advancements in the technology of pira-
<y protection will solve the problem in
he foreseeable future. From the outset

T o Ak O
style, but you might be interested in how these  conceais some.
as an end user. It s well known
#at the Amiga has suffered partcularly at the
5ands of blackmarke traders, and this has led o
nigher prices and nervousness in the industry

Burnt fingers

Piracy in the music and games industries are both
similar problems, but the comparison sometimes.
important differences. For exampig
Litlle believes the seling of bootleg copies in car-
boot sales and markets is more common with
games. Music CDs cost £13 whereas games cost
£30, 50 obviously the bootlegger can make much
more of a profit out of the latter. The difference
between a music CDs price and a goid disc is not
50 rewarding.

Given how widespread this activity now is, are
ELSPA doing enough to fight the problem?,
“Well it one of those things

s a prosecution for llegal copying takes months.
Unike with the music business, where the tran-
sition to CD has probably encouraged more home

Tna targt by taret bass we'e

had almast 100 per cent success
Bt the liited resoures mean we'e ot ging b
sl the poblen.

John Loader

of video gaming, developers have
sought to outsmart the code crackers.
with a whole range of tricks, all to no
avail. Loader is equally non-plussed by
the latest efforts by companies like
Nimbus and Disk Express, stating

[ FEATURE |

illegal duplication thanks 1o its superior sound
ualty, the game indusiry's move to CD could rad-
cally reduce the amount of casual copying of
games by individuals
Simon doubls, however,that t wil have any such
benefits s far as the commercial and indusirial
pirates go. As he knows from his own experience
with another game called Joureyman, the profes-
sionals can manufacture high qualty, convincing
s of everything from a game’s CD 10 s pack-
aging and artwork, and then go on 10 flood whole
markets n the Far East with thei legal versions.
Lommings was phencmenaiy
succesatu, but DMA Jost out
big time thanks to piracy

“We've yet o see anything that
works in practice. It seems that if

you can make it, someone else can
break t." In fact, as s the case with
hackers obsessed with breaking into the
most protected computer systems in the
world, there is a whole community of
crackers who enjoy the challenge of
overcoming the latest protection sys-
tems.

Loader was actually approached by
such a crew while at the show, and they
asked him if he thought they were the
vilains, “Maybe not," he responded, “but
they provide the tools that make /ey
the crime possible.”

In ts short history the ELSPA crme unit has success-
fully uncovered several major criminal conspiracies,
each of which show how easy it is for indviduals to
make pirate copies of software without spending a for-
tune on equipment

In e Crinewach vacton, e piacy undervotd

in and again.
person is Treor Bl & rocundant Bitoh
Rail Signaller known throughout the international
pirate BBS network by his handle of Hot Tun.

Bl was seling prated versions of major software
titles when he had the misfortune of being
approached by John Loader acting as a customer. He
offered Loader a CD containing £30,000 worth of
Nintendo games, al for the price of £28. Bell aiso had
CDs apparently containing every current game and
business program available for the PC, which he was
seling or the sam prce Ho was duly proseciied

0 200 hours community service with a
i s ki carry it out could result in a
prison sentence.

That was back in May this year. Bell obviously
found his previous ne of work t0o rewarding o aban-
don, however, because by August the ELSPA crime
unit had fresh information about the 24-year old man's
activities. This led to a raid on 31 August when
Loader, trading standards officers, and members of
West Mercia CID, uncovered llegal propery in hous-
es in Redditch and Kidderminster. Bell was at the

(racked conspiracies

Kidderminster address at the time of the raid.

s well as discovering two ROM writing machines
and two DAT tapestreamers, they also uncovered a
fibrary of over 200 gold CDs, incuding one containing
Windows 95. A number of copied CDs were already
boxed and set for shipment, including Windows 95,
the BT phone disk and lots more Nintendo and PG
software. These finds, combined with llegal products
discovered at  separate bust made in Yorkshire,
meant the crime unit had uncovered millions of
pounds worth of pirated gold CDS n that month alone.

Funnily enough, while carrying out the
Kidderminster aid they aiso found a number o ftems
identified as coming from a recent burglary a the
ELSPA offces.

Another colourtul character, Nicolas Vivaldi, made
a rather feebe attempt to escape conviction when he
was charged with four offences of Copyright theft in
July. Pleading not guity o any of the offences, Vivaldi
went on to accuse John Loader of planting a total of
41 counterfeit CDs on him and of altering leters to
accompiices found on the suspect's computer.

Not surprisingly the Magistrate dismissed these
allegations and ruled that ELSPA's Crime Unit had
acted comectly and uncovered clear evidence of his
dealings in copied software. Loader later estimated
the total value of the software in Vivaldi's possession
at over one millon pounds - none of which was paid
for
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A new branch on the
SoftWood Family Tree

New Final Cale™ i the Amiga owners
ave been waltngfor Oer four years n the
development sage, FinalCa ha all the power
you will vernecd - and then some!
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“Help on system requirements:

Our producs are the most economical n thei use
ofsystem resourcs,Like others, we quote the
minimum requied to load our software - but please
note that, as with ll programs, more memory or
late versions of Workbench may be required to
acces all featurs fly. I in doubt, please sk,

We il be delighted to advise o your idealsystem
requirements and answer any queries you may have.

1 you wish o place your order or would just like
Jurther information about any tte from the great
SoftWood family for the Amiga, please call our

Order Line on...
01 773 521606
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ROUND-UP

roducing hard copy from your printer
has always been a bit of a trial on
the Amiga. What do you do when the

computer you are working on can create 24-
: 2 ey
only print in 16 shades of grey? You should
buy yourself a new colour printer, of course.
What about if you are really into DTP but
you only have an old 9-pin dot matrix printer? £

You buy a black and white laser or inkjet.

Surely those kinds of printers are way to0 p
expensive and designed for other types of Phil South tests some of the best
computer? Well yes and no. It's true that in 45 2
the current cimate, with the Amiga atiempting 4 2 -
to hurl itself back onto the market, very fow printers available for your the
printer manufacturers are directly supporting R
Amiga computers. Even Wolf Faust, designer iy, R
of the excellent Studio Il, has na plans to c-pin, infijet and laser

ertain new kinds of printers. o
{(Studo 1 o 8:peogram that has & numbor of : ,,,,"mjj;:::sz';s;;::;:;,,
iferent printer drivers for Amiga, and subtle
ways of controlling them.)

‘What is worse is that some of the sexiest
printers going around at the moment are
actively non-Amiga, pro-PC. Some use
‘Windows (spit) to do all the sorting out of
the print, so the printer becomes just a
‘dumb terminal on the end of the computer's
processor. It would be extremely difficult to 1
smulate his ind of priner on an Amiga \ R o o
unless someone wanted to spend a fot
of time reverse engineering ihed
technotogy. sadly, not
il R Al
10 do at the moment.

'8 not all black, as there are
sore folks who still distribute
drivers for the printers they sell, and
some printer manufacturers o st

Printers are superior o 9-
t they deliver full letter

fhat kind of printer do you need?
Well, if your needs are exclusively text (Y
imple 24-pin dot matrix

o run, wnt print o
R popar e colo - (G
Fongcare very clogg

and

impressive
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wetl. The down side is that they will always
groduce a slightly fluffy image due
sitations of the technology. That s to say,
@id style typewriter technology ~ a hammer
siting paper through an inked ribbon.

An inkjet will be worth considering if you
wotk with Deskiop Publishing and graphics.
Inkjets are almast like laser printers, except
the.print on. (he paper.is water soluble ink,
50 wet fingers will smudge the print, like the
marks from a fountain pen. Compared.to
taser printers, Inkjets are cheap and prodice
comparable itvages on the
inkjets are better for.calour work because
they dont blend the ‘thr. or make the

ibbon muddy, as happers. n a dot matrix

chine. The colour prints are yelnars
e T 4 alihoug!

is wet when it hits the paper, ynu mu

t resiilts with specially coated

PoRe “Thisis diferent tdathe usual

R per per s
% ntsraolault
Py  between

6

ser priniers and dot matrix

LED page printers and laser printers. True
laser printers are hard to come by cheaply,
although these days you can pick up a non-
Postscript laser for about £400. The cheaper
lasers are actually LED printers, which use
the same Xerox hot drum technology and
toner cartridges, but use an LED light
source instead of a laser. The quality is
comparable and the print does not come off
on your finger

To give you a feeling for what kinds of
maciines are out there, we have assembled
some likely suspects from Citizen, Canon
and OKi. These take us.on a short journey
Ihrough all the different types of printer.and
what to look for in.a

g
:
f

prll\l" for your.
fow other gptiah

¥ ‘ﬁn up the inkjetsfdger.

lifé into these graphics...
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(itizen FruJet [

Pric
Supplier: Ciz

This is an odd looking little printer. It looks
more like a friendly littie robot than an

jet printer. But hey, who am | to go name
calling? The sheet feeder is in the back of
the machine, a little siot into which you
shove a fitfle wad of paper. There s also a
slot iin the front for you to insert single
sheelsif that's your fancy.

The print quality is excellent, and the
colours are clear and true. The single
downside.is that the Prodet uses an all-in-

other cofours and might not be such a
jea.

Although there really is nothing wrong
‘with this prifter, | thought the design was
bit naff, and-tor Citizen, whose quality of
wWorkmanship | can rarely fault, the build
quality was a bit plasticky. Although this is
ot really a major criticism, 1 don't think |
quid like to have something ke this on my
‘desk. It's quiet, it delivers theright sort of
qualit, but 1 just don't like the'look of it
As inkjets go it’s protty good though, and
price is right - although | couldn’t help
g that it was only a short hop to'the
m BJ-4000¢ price. That said, if this is
ut price and you can go no higher without
sellinig family, heirloom, then go for it. You:
won't get better at this price. »

Buitin Fonts: 3
Downloadable fonts: none
DPI: 300
Sheet feeder: ye
Print quality: good
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(anon B)-4000C

Price: £319
Supplier: Canon 0181-773

00

This is a dreamy printer with so much
going for it it's hard to know where to
start. Firstly, it's a small top loading

desk than most other colour printers.
Secondly, it has gorgeous colour and
deeply saturated prints which sing off
the page. Thirdly, it is very affordable,
considering the cost of colour printers
in the past.

Although you get the best results
using the special coated inkjet paper,
you still get very credible resuits from
the machine using simple copier
paper. You can use the Canon to create
colour artwork and originals for

your mono work and switch back for
colour and black.

If you need a colour printer then this
is your man, simply because it looks
s0 cool on the desk and has Amiga
print drivers.

v .
Driver: Canon BJ4000C:
Page speed: approx. 2
pages per minute,
Built-in fonts: 5
Downloadable fonts: none
DP:

Sheet feeder: 100 sheet
Print quality: excellent

have ditched the dodgy sii

T T T TR T TS

(anon BJ-BO0BH - suwper connoror.rascco

mono inkjets available, the Canon represents the cream of the crop. The oy possibe
Lantenders for its crown are the Hewlett Packard Deskjet family of printers
and on the top end, the nice OKi LED page printers. Although
thesa are more expensive, they are cerlainly pushing i

inkjet tertory
The B.-2006x s a compact and powerful monochome
\ inkjet printer which sits upright on your desk, not unlk
A R its predecessors, the BJ-10 and BJ-20 printers, did
Standing up on end with a sheet feeder on the back
vas an opiion on the 10 and 20. With this printer (and
ndeed all new Bubble Jets) it the only way 10 operate
\he machine. The sheet feeder, which was a £60 add-on

evious versions, is moulded nto the back of

per goes in the top and shoots out of the

front. This top-l heme means the footprint of the
machine is small, in theory at least.
n practice, the paper has to go somewhere when it

# comes out of the front of the unit. This means hat the ltle
plastic stop has to be pulled out of the front of the machine

to the full length of a piece of Ad paper.

Although you still have somewhere 1o

rest your coffee when you are not actually printing anything, when you print you
have to move it and pull out the stop to catch the paper.
The controls are all on top of the machine, and as such are easy to =
ss. Al the functions of the print

der power s\ v .
ne quibble | do have about the arrangement of the buttons on the top of
0 el uttons on the 10p O priver: Ganon BJ200ex
the machine is that for the first few days | had the machine, | was constantly
Page speed: approx.
the power bution when | meant to put the printer on-line, because
e o Sl 3 pages per minute
uttons are right next to each other. (il
The other buttons give you a Line Feed/Form Feed, and switch the
v ko pond, S o Downloadable fonts: none
computer from high speed to high quality. Obviously, there is a trade off

DPI: 360
Sheet feeder: 100 sheets
Print quality: good

Oksi B10e

Price: £799
Supplier: Oki Systems 01753 819819

aster the paper comes out of the siot

tinto the print

This is a pearl of a printer and really does bring home to
you how much better the qualty of print i from a laser.
This is, n fact, an LED printer, but the toner cartridge
and effect you get are the same you would get from a
{aser. For DTP work, if you want to produce camera-
ready art from your DTP program on paper, ihis is the
best of the bunch. It is a litte pricey at £799, but does
the job very well and is very compact for a laser. The
cheaper models, the OL400ex and OL410ex, are il
on salo at £399 and £499 respectively, although these
will so0n be usurped by the new OL600ex and
OL610ex as of October this
yoar.

“The print qualiy from
PR AN s printor is fantastic

. and really makes you

feel like a professional when you run off a wad of pages and they all come
out crisply print
the printer spectrum, although the lower priced machines are starting to | Driver: HP LaserJot 4

d from the top of the machine. Lasers are the top end of X

chip away at inkjet territory. Page speed: 8 pages
‘Although you might have had experience with inkjets and dot matrix per minute
pinters before, using a printer with a foner cartridge s a big step. You | (14 seconds frst page)

fum into something of a foner cartridge expert very quickly, and perhaps Built-in fonts: 45
‘a5 2 Side benefit you could land a job as a photocopier engineer. Toner  Downloadable fonts: PCMCIA
carts are certainly  better bet for refiling because the toner is pretty ard

muich the same quality and darkness as the original substance. If

jou're spending

slot

DPI: 600
£200-300 on an inkjet, it might be worth Sheet feeder: 250 sheets

considering the Oki range. Print quality: excellent
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(itizen ABC 2t

The ABC is a new easy-to-use dot
matrix printer which has colour options,
and a range of state-of-the-art features.
I am unsure about how long 24-pin
printers can continue to survive in a
market that has so many new and
cheap inkjet printers. How far can the
technology develop before printer
makers give it up as old technology?

In any event, this is an excellent 24
pin printer and is astoundingly quiet
due to a unique construction which
practically seals the whole unit, except
for a little slot at the top to pop your
paper into. The print qualty is good and
lacks much of the banding associated
with dot matrix printers, This is with a
new ribbon and | suspect this might not
stil be the case when the ribbon starts
to flag. (Note: The test machine had a
ribbon in the machine for shipping and
during this test | used it to see what a
dried up ribbon looked like. It actually
performed quite well, with  itle banding
and greying around the edge, but it was
no way as bad as | thought t would be.)

The colour is pleasantly dense and
the custom print drivers for the Amiga
make this a lot better. You often can't
get drive printers to deliver the correct
density, but Citizen have always been
firm supporters of the Amiga. The unit
comes with a disk containing the fast
start software, which sets up the printer
for you. Simply click on the disk icon
click on the ABC icon, and you're
away.

The printer uses the Citizen Print
Manager software, which allows you to
adjust the print settings for gamma
correction and colour saturation etc.
meaning you can get truly sparkling
colour prints. On the down side, you

Price: £149
Supplier: Citizen 01753 212380

have to ensure that you don't print 100
dense all the time because the printer
ribbon starts to get a little muddy. The
only quibble | had with it was the little
bit of wire which pokes up o rest the
paper on when it goes in and comes
out of the printer. | kept catching my
sleeve on it as | walked around my
desk and it kept pinging off. | suppose |
should just be more careful, right? But
also, | think the wire could either be
replaced by a plastic strip or be more
firmly attached 1o the printer.

Top marks for ease of use, and on
price it's hard to beat - unless you
start shopping around for inkjets and
dig a little deeper in the old pocket
that is. If 24-pin s as high as you can
go, this is about the best you can get
at the moment, especially if you're not
100 sharp about how to set up a printer
on the Amiga. It's all done for you by
the disk you get with i,
nothing to worry about, except where
are you going to store all the bits of
paper you run off it?

v v
Driver: Gitizen ABC 24

caleable
Downloadable fonts: none
DPI: 360

Sheet feeder: none
Print quality: fair
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Studio Pro Il

This program gives you print drivers which can provide better
control over your printer, even if you already have a printer driver
from the manufacturer. Some printers have problems with Amiga
computers, mainly because the drivers are not realy researched
fully before release, and all Amiga programs are not tested on
the system

Certain problems have developed over the years with Hewlett
Packard and Canon inkjets, for example, which sometimes do
not print the image squarely on the page, as you would wish.
This doesn't seem to happen all the time, otherwise the problem
would be fixed by now. But the Studio Pro Il program gives you
almost unlimited control over the finished output.

The program also has 24-bit drivers so that you circumvent the
16 shades of grey limit on Amiga printers.

I had a lot of fun with these printers,

paper, it's a false economy because
the print quality goes down the
more the ink seeps into the paper.
This goes for all the printers | tried
really. Higher grade paper gives you
better print, full stop.

If you can spend a bit more
money I'd go for the Oki 600ex when
it comes out, or if colour is speci
cally what you wanted I'd go for the
Canon BJ4000c.

Other printers you should really

about the same in print quality.
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AMIGA HARDWARE

'HARD DRIVES JEXTERNAL HARD DRIVES] _ ACCESSORIES _|
WESTERN DIGITAL
Jasie B £199.99 The Loged stackable storage
£219.99  box holds p lo 240 isks. Easy

AZOMB
540MB......12ms... £149.99 £220,99 0 assemble includes metal lock

Sve -~ 1ons-- 8% Siowe :
850MB......10ms....£189.99 B50MB £269.99 “ ey
TG IonS. A5 120GiG. 40 (e i pACes

-
| PRINTERS —YUE2 AL Fa DATA PRODUCTS

Y egamouse-400cpi..... £1299

210MB._ 12ms.....£89,09 ‘oNers photographic ke uay Aulo IMouse swcher..£12.99

o uacd i cplonal ATBus 2008/10E
270MB......12ms. 7200P| printer drive (coated AT-Bus 2008/SCSI
420MB.....12ms... £124.99 pane; required). Built in auto AN Pmr/Asm/\DE £89.99
S40MB. 12ms...£130.99 Sneetadr o Contola ... £4098
161G, 10ms . £250.99 Only ese990
Coated 7auDP\ paper CDROM DRIVES

3.5" SCSI-2 (200 shots). Rl \/!SAGE COROM
270MB......12ms...£149.99 [EIECERLEINEIE External SCS| CDROM for the.
S4OMB...12ms... £179.99 prjessional print suo o the AL20%: PUgs o he PONCIA
850MB.....10ms...£219.99 Amiga. Enhance the output of

'349.99 your printer inc. 720DP| on

The awesome new AMIGA 1200
“Amiga Magic” pack is here.

Software includes...

+ Photogenics 1.2 SE, Personal Paint 4.6
# WordWorth 4, Datastore 1.1

+ Digita Organiser/Print Manager
 Turbo Calc 35, Pinball Mania/Whizz

¢ PLUS FREE Mousemat and Dustcover

Call now to order yours...£389.99
/Add £10.00 for Chaos pack includes: Syndicate, Pinball
Fantasies, Chaos Engine & Nick Faldo's Golf

AMIGA 4000T

# 68040 25Mhz. Upgradable to 060.
#1.2GB SCSI-2 HD/GMB RAM

# AT/IDE HD interface, SCALA MM300
# Callfor details and
mmmm&o

 for Chaos Pack. £2149.99

The Apollo 1240 uses the latest QFP -
Motorola 68040 CPU (3.3volt).

33Mhz 68040 CPU including FPU & MMU
1 x72 pin SIMM socket
Optionss 5842 controller, Real-time clock.

O G5 e
ETC— 20050 QLo ok €230 00
o e

[___wooews et
12ms....£124.00 KERIIEREIIS without PCMCIA Iterface (Dual
12ms....£139.99 BABT approved FAX/Modem. SPeed) £148.99
10ms __£178.99 Complels wih ai leacs, PSU. JYITFSTT VTR,
10ms_£249.09 and Comms sovaro BRISUME EX400

rice 10959 nemal € COROM unit

SEAGATE DECATHLON za 800 EXTERNAL Vad oo ey (e

o Ad

CBrOM controter: Superfas
T approved 600Kb/Se transter rate
i, Gompele wih al FX400 COROM. ... £149.99
leads, PSU and Comms FX400 Plus Tandem CDROM

540MB.....12ms...£149.99

B50MB.....10mS...£179.99 software. controller card. £19999
1 GIG.......10ms... £249.99 An unbeatable. £17499

A500/A600 RAM P

Internal SCSI COROM DRIVE.

'AS00 172MB NClock.
'AS00 1/2MB W/Clock
340MB.....12ms... £160.99 ASO0t 1 s
540MB ... 12ms....£249.99 ABDO IMB NClock ...

S5OMB.1ome...£399.09 AS00 IMB WiGiock ....£30. R ISAGE ATAPI COROM

126ia..2ms...£640.99. IECLER SCREENBEAT Ploase roquest your free news
RS sheet regarding this amazing

£19.99

£14%0 Inoredble 900KSec. wansir
598

2055 Only

e B o kg e ey
mhzwl o, oess oo (ot FeL 08
S rrd L R
270MB £199.99 s sunwwmsnw) £69.99 ”“ g

420MB £229.99 SB PRO 80 (60W).....£69.99 O £CALL
i Bt e oo e

1f you have found a
cheaper price
elsewhere in the
magazine, call us and
we will do our best to

Al 35" IDE drives requife a 25 - 35" cable only £15.00
when fitied into a ABOO/A1200. Drives come prepped,
formatted and installed with 100MB of EREE Public
Domain software. All carry a 2, 3 0r 5 year warranty.

£439.99

APOLLO 1230/40EC
68030EC 40 Mhz
Optional 40Mhz PLCC Fi
st Socket, Rea-time clock.
£169.99

APOLLO TURBO 1220
‘The 1220 combines the best Price/Performance ratio

for any Amiga accelerator. 68020/28Mhz, 28Mhz
68882 FPU, 1 x 72pin SIMM socket (1-4MB), RTC
Pri £99.99

APOLLO 620
Tha workds first A60D accelerator cerd e
28Mhz 68020/68882, i socket (1 - SWB),
Real-time clock, my intornal fiting

£120.99

NEW‘

The new APOLLO A4000 accelerator
cards it ntg the CPU slol of Your 1000
(A3000 & 3000T). Comes in 28, 33 and 40Mhz
R4 3% pin S sockete, 508 contralier
CALL

ver:
Price

32BIT MEMORY SIMMS

beat it.
BY POST - Please make cheques

HOWTO [Ny  rocerT

[6):10) =00 “Visage Computers”. Please allow A

5 working duy\ for cheques to clear. SA

G SWITCH &
DELTA

cand orders taken from 9.30am
—5.30pm Monday to Saturday.

CALL (0115) 964-2828 OR (0115) 964-2898 TO PLACE YOUR ORDER
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o, Final Writer Release 4 is
upon s, From its lowly start
as PenPal everyone's favourite

ward processor (at least compared to

*indWords), it has risen through the

ranks, via Final Copy, to its current sta-

ts. Final Writer is Word
wordworth's WordPerfect. The compe-
stn between the two titles drives them
5oth on to gain that extra chunk of
market share, which can only be good
for us, the users. With more features
and less cost than ever, Final Witer is

really starting to shape up as a

replacement for my text editor and

PageStream.

So what has been added then? Well,
there must have been some pretty
severe changes intemally to make the
executable’s size jump from a manage-
able 600k 1o a gargantuan 990k,
notvithstanding the cute tabs for page
and section markers.

PROPER GRAMMAR %

Well, for a start, there’s the grammar
checker. Previously sold separately,
Softwood's Proper Grammar didn't
make much of an impression on
reviewers, but incorporated into the
main body of Final Writer you can but
admire Softwood's commitment to
providing good quality software at very
reasonable prices

But has Final Writer reached the
pinnacle of development? Is it a perfect
word processor? Hardly. There are a
few problems with this otherwise splen-
did package that need to be addressed
before | would consider replacing my
copy of PageStream and Turbotext
with it

For a start, although quick compared
1o Wordworth, Final Writer is hardly a
speed demon, especially when used on
a graphics card like the Picasso. The.
screen refresh rate isn't particularly

Final Writer? Fah, Ben Uost recksons
they'll go on for a while yet

|

It ain't ouer
yet

Ao o caide,  may st be possibl ol Sotwood o coxd
yosc s MU but e o krger

impressive when used in a large num-
ber of colours, although it does become
a lot more acceptable when using rela-
tively few, say four or eight colours.
Next up is the lack of system friendii-
ness. By this, | mean you can't change
the Avant Garde typeface that is used
for Final Writer's interface and there are
various utilities that won't work with
Final Writer that people fike to run. For
instance, | had no luck getting Magic

B

users of MUI where they have been in use for the
past year as a replacement for cycle gadgets. The

tabs allow easy access o other sections or pages of a
document, and facilitate much smaller preferences
requesters because every other section of the prefer-
‘ences can be hidden behind the one currently in use.
Click tabs are another example of user interface
designers trying to make computer usage as friendly
as possible, while at the same time making things

e

e

[

[}

e |

easier for themselves, particularly in terms of space.
Users of standard Hi-res screenmodes should be
aware that using the click tabs on document windows
does leave very litle room for the document itself,
which rather detracts from ther usefuiness.

As an aside, it may just be possible that Softwood
didn't add the click tab feature in response to a share-
ware product like MUI, but rather a larger concern —
Windows 95. Windows 95 makes extensive use of the
clck tab feature, particularly in s preference settings.

a Comput|
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Menu to run, having to temporarily tum
it off while using Final Writer,

More annoyingly, | couldn't replace
the rather spartan requester that Final
Wiiter is fumished with with a ReqTools
or Magic File Requester requester
which meant that deleting files, renam-
ing them or creating new directories
had to be done outside the file
requester or the program (there is a
delete file function on Final Writer's
tooloar).

TOO MANY SIZES

Other items on my list of complaints
include the fact that the font size popup.
on the main window lists every point
size between 4 to 300 points, rather
than going for the more common 12,
14, 16, 18, 24, 36, 48, 72-style list. This.
makes the popup very slow for convert-
ing text from very small to very big
sizes, meaning you have 10 resort to the
main type preferences window.

Perhaps 'm alone in this, but not only
would | occasionally like to see charac-
ters like spaces, tabs and returns, but |
would also like the ability to find and
replace them. This function is particu-
larly useful when importing ASCII text
files to make them flow according to the
paragraph settings you have in Final

fiter.

Final Writer gets around this by offer-
ing special import options in the project
preferences, which gets around that
problem, but it is still very useful to be

>
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It ain't over yel

|2 1e]]

able to remove or replace such format-
ting codes once  fle has been loaded
One of the ice features of Final Writer
is its ability to save screen preferences
with documents, thus bringing the docu-
ments back exactly as you left them.
This can be particularly handy when it
comes to using templates, say for
Iabels. You can set up an A4 page, but
you won't need all the clutter of click
tabs and button bars ~ all you need o
see is that the text is flowing nicely into
the labels. The same thing applies if
you have a template for a birthday card
An A4 landscape page with the drawing
tools at the ready and some fancy fonts
to liven it up. Perfec

The problems | have pointed ot aren't
1o suggest that Final Writer is not a fine
program. It s. Al I'm doing is pointing out
some potential problems that could have
been trapped by now. If this was a first

ft ain-t over yet

Final Writer? Pah, Ben Vost reckons they'll go on for a while yet

The final word

In conclusion then, Final Writer Release 4 is a great piece of
software. Softwood have done an admirable job on it and its
completely revamped manual, and have given a low-cost
upgrade path from any previous version, 50 no user should be
without it. Touches fike the cick tabs prove that Softwood aro
keeping their ideas up-to-date, following the example of MUI
and Windows 95, and the fact hat the grammar checker is now
incorporated into Final Writer means that the value for money
that this package provides is second to none

Be aware though that the program now takes up  minimum
of 5Mb of hard drive space (and only works from hard drive)
and really needs something a bit more powerful than a 68000-
based machine for optimum use, along with at least 3Mb.
installed on your machine.

B e T e e
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So, Final Writer Release 4

rom s lowly siar as

release of the program | could happily sit
back and say, “Look at the superb graph-
ics manipulation commands, the way
Final Wiiter works with EPS fonts and ci-
part (and the sheer amount of them that
are supplied with the program), the style
tags, sections, index and table of
contents generation, etc."

But it is the fourth. | always feel that
when | look at an update, less should
have been added by way of new
features, and existing ones should be
further honed. Directory Opus is a
fine example of this ~ a stunning new
paradigm in directory management, but
at the expense of simplicty and ease of
use .

SYSTEM [SSEHIIH[S

RED - Essontial_ BLACK = Recommendsd

he bottom line

Product: Final Writer Release 4
Supplier: Gordon Harwoods
Price: £74.95 (upgrade is
£24.95 + £2p+p)

Tel: 01773 836781

Ease of use
Implementation.
Value for money.
Overall
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Grammar? Granpa?

So how does the grammar checker

checker has to actually parse each
sentence.
The term parsing was first used

familiar to players of computer
‘games back in the bad old days of
text-only adventures. Who can
forget the Scott Adams series, or
the Infocom adventures? Well, it
seems most people have, happier
now to deal with glossy graphics
and shallow gameplay, but |
digress.

Back in Infocom’s heyday, a sen-

language to get to grips with
grammatically.
ADVENTUROUS

Anyway, the grammar checker in

stop and a capital letter) and then
proceeds to take the sentence
‘apart bit by bit to find the subject,

review of your writing, but at least

it gives you some idea of the
complexity behind the process.




{ALPHA-RAY
« Pistol-Grip handle
» Three fire butions
» LED indicator
» Six microswitches
o Suction cups for extra
stability
o Autofire facilty

=

o Two fire-buttons
« Eight-direction thumb

» The footpedal works in
‘conjunction with a
joystick. Any joystick
function can be.
ransferred to the pedals
1o enhance all types of
driving, flying or sports
games.

£19.99

INC. VAT

Multimedia Stereo
Speaker System

« Designed o be mounted
on a computer monitor

« For any computer with
audio output or PC
music/voice card, like
Sound Blaster, Ad Lib

 Built-in booster
circuitry and magnetic
shielding

® Also accepts output
from a Walkman,
Discman, CD player
o £16.99

INC. VAT

Eight microswitches
Suction cups for extra

... Bringing the best out of computing . . .

Feather-touch bution »

control ntrol
o Autofire 2 (;u
» Six foot connector -
‘Smooth and accurate e
cable
movement
£9.99INC. v Comfortable to use e

Pistol-Grip handle
Five fire buttons
LED indicator

ceses

stability
Autofire facilty
£14.99
INC. VAT

g SPEEDMOUSE )

{ ACTION PAD AM Swichable mouse for o
both the Amiga and

Atari ST

£14.99
INC. VAT

LOGIC 3 A
FW 111 - Digital Freewheel for Amiga/ST/C84 etc.
FW 123 - Analog Freewheel for Amiga
Can you imagine Nigel Mansell using a joystick to control
his car around a high-speed track? Probably not. That's why
we came up with the Freewheel. Just plug itinto your
computer joystick port and experience the real sensation of
driving!
« Suitable for all types of driving and fiying games
o Uses unique angle-sensitive switches
» Extra-long connector cable
o Does not need to be mounted or

fixed to a surface £19.99

INC. VAT

Vioizo TELEPHONE: 0181 900 0034 - FACSIMILE: 0181 903 6625 « HOTLINE 0181 902 2211

UNIT 27 NORTHFIELD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, BERESFORD AVENUE, WEMBLEY, MIDDLESEX HAQ 1NW, ENGLAND
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PACKS SUTABLE FOR ANY AMIGA SYSTEM.
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CM & 45 original games ..£4.99
C64 & 100 miginal games ..£8.99

Sopacial Offsr
C64 & 45 games pack
Spectrum V2 & 50 games
Vic 20 & 30 games
All 3 packs for only £9.99

ZX SPECTRUM 48K
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il REVIEW

eople queuing up in Oxford
Street in London at 10 oclock
at night, walting, swealy cash
in hand, eyes glazed over and mouths
drooling at the prospect of their new
software purchase. Are they waiting for
Sonic Tuesday? or Sega Saturnday?
No, they are waiting 10 buy an operat-
ing system. Windows95, to be precise.
a lot less fanfare, Apple
K el e n M of this
year. It wasn't a major u rely
Aadod acconal ey i 1 e
current (as | wite this piece) version of
the Meckizsis cperaang sys
Workbenc! ias been around for
well over a ysar now. Licensed from
Commodore before they went bust by
Village Tronic, this will be the operating
system most familar to our readership.
But which one s the best?

System 751

System 7.5.1 (System? from now on) is
the operating system for all Macintosh-
compatible computers. It comes on a
CD-ROM or eight high density floppy
iy ey roughly ten minutes for a full
install

user, with an almost patronising atttude to
mere humans at times.
As an example, should the machine
rash or you switch it off without going
TRV aticu tienes ‘when you
xt boot up a window wil appear saying
it you i e 10 huion oo
item next time. Fine ~ if it was your fault
then you can accept that, but most of the
time it was because the machine
crashed, not you
System? also ‘ares Windous Yoare
of using the same screen for all open
applications, with windows overlaying
windows overlaying windows. This can
result in a confusing display, particulary i
you are using a standard resolution
monitor (which is smaller than PAL:HiRes
Lace). Unlike the Amiga's depth gadge,
System? has an applications menu allow-
ing the user to jump straight to iferent
applications or hide them to clear the
e
tem7 could also really use the same.
Jove of muliasing o3 he Amiga. All 6o

Let's start at home with Workbench before moving on to

more exotic climes. Everybody should be familiar with
the six disk install set consisting of Workbench, Extras,
Fonts, Storage, Locale and Install. The whole process

suitable hard drive partition set up. Workt
comes with a Kickstart ROM which needs inserting in
place of your current Kickstart chip, this obviously
increases the time needed for an installation but the
amount depends on how accessible the Kickstart chip is
in your machine.

Of the three operating systems on review here,
Workbench is by far the smallest. It doesn't even come
with a game (by way of contrast, Windows comes with
one game on the CD, a patience game, minesweepers.
and further games on the Plus Pack CD, System 7
comes with a number siding puzzle and a jigsaw, and
there's also a demo version of a patience game on the.

€D version of the OS). More important, though, is the
fact that Workbench comes with very litle by way of
additional utilties. This is because Workbench has.
always been geared towards a floppy-based machine.
Hopefully, this will change now that we have Amiga.
Technologies at the helm — proper CD-ROM software,
buitin support for networking and the Intemet, improved
printer and colour support are all needed in a modem
operating system, none of them are incorporated into

 of the functionality of the other two OSs could
Copying files is a good example.
On both Windows 95 and System 7, when you copy one
or several files, you get a progress meter showing how
many fles remain to be copied. On Workbench you just
end up with the sleepy pointer and no way 1o cancel
fong operation. Sure, unike the other machines, you can
continue to use the other programs you have running at

Modus operandi

often you end up waiting for an operation
fore you can do something else.
Again, formatting floppy disks is a good
der Workbench you could be
formatting four floppy disks and still be
able to continue doing anything you like

to end bef

example. Un:

tion created the file in the first place, the
information being contained in the file's
icon. This means you can simply double-

Well, what can you say about the
world's most popular operating system?
‘It sure is big', would probably be my
first comment. Windows 95 takes about
45 minutes to install depending on what
hardware and software you already
have installed on your machine. The
optional Plus Pack will bump that figure

click on any file and its creator program up by about half an hour.

willload and load the fle.

Other features of Sytem? that are
shared by Workbench include RAM disks
The former s not

and drag and drop.

dynamic and has to be set in advance
chewing up vital RAM and the latter stil
isn't supported in any real way.

Requirements

1Mb
68000
6Mb

Ease of us
Overall

68040

The software of choice for
businesses the world over has all you
would expect from a modem operating
system except, perhaps, friendliness
and a little bit of soul ~ if that's not an
oxymoron. The metallic greys that
grace every menu and window get a
litle wearing after a while and the con-

Allthroe operating systems aro fine if
all you ever do is fire up that word

Comment: Most work is actually done

System?7 really does need better
mulitasking.

‘Systom7's method of
rganising ic

the top of the list

Amiga Computing
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Memory: 5126
Processor: 68000
HDspace:  6Mb

The tamiliar
face of

Features
Implementation
Ease of use
Overall

full efficiency, but its not very user-friendly. Another touch is the usage
of text-based directory windows. System7's ‘Show by Name' function is
far more developed than the simiar function under Workbench with the

abilty to have nested directory listings inside one window and also 10 |z more features such

the window. Under Workbench you need o go back up to the menus 1o

fFangs the sorting o, losing speed or efficiency.

With all the hype surrounding the launch of Windows95,
Franks Nord thought it was about time someone compared
the top three operating systems, so we let him

processor or paint package, work, save
your files and then switch the machine
back off again. But of the three, | would
have (o say that Windows 95 is the most
baffling to get deeper than the surface

il
i

Comment: Limited by being floppy-
based, hopefully future revisions will
networking
choose how the list is sorted by clicking on the appropriate heading in | anq some of the current sh

commodiies to the installation without|

indows’ directory
listings are complex,
bt tairly powerful.
Hitting the right
mouse button gi

with. System?7 practically doesn’t have
any depth, and although Workbench can
be quite daunting from a shel window,
at least the files are organised into
directories.

Windows 95 is files, files and more
files, only referred to by cryptic eight
character filenames and their three
character extensions (Windows 95 now
supports filenames with up to 255
characters, but you can bet that a lot of

a
ai
6

OMb 150Mb

HD space:

software won't use them until Windows Features. 10
95 s wel and truly established), dumped | Implementation 7
into one big directory. Ease of use 5

Overall 7

The hardest thing o get 10 grips with
is the degree to which Windows 95
abstracts the desktop environment
metaphor. On a desk, if you want o write
a letter, you pick up a pen. Under
System? or Workbench you can diick on

Comment: A bit of a monster. | think
the Microsoft minimum specs are very
much tongue in cheek as the recom-
mended specification is more like a
Most people seem ambiva:

abilties saying that it only really serves
to show just how bad Windows3. 1 was.
Duncan Evans, editor of PC Home
actually said: *I prefer the Amiga’s
Workbench to Windows 95", which
shows how ltte people think of it

Microsoft's new slogan is ‘Where do
You want to go today?' Perhaps when
You get there you'll find Workbench
‘and System? already there.

button that does the equivalent of hand-
ing you a pen from inside one of your
dosk drawers. Fine until you need to look
for the pen yourself. Microsoft have
obviously worked long and hard on
improving the user-friendiiness of the
package, but | certainly don't envisage
PC support companies going out of
business in droves because Windows is
now 50 easy 1o use.

REVIEW

(onclusion

Coming from an Amiga background, |

hard drive are all visual aids to
consistency
Most operations under Workbench

Workbench allows you to hide icons
that are not directly usable, thus
clearing up the clutter that results on
System?7's desktop. Both systems
are preferable to Windows' ‘hunt the.
file’ approach.

STUNNING

But Windows 95 is stunning in its
comprehensiveness. The sheer
amount of added features and
support for third-party add-ons is

when you copy files, which
are really unnecessary.
As for hardware requirements,

so, then perhaps | would consider

the Mac OS as a convenient
alternative. As for Windows 95, you
can forget it.
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Add-in system extensions — can you add extra
utilies, etc. at system startup? Workbench has
WBStartup. System? has the system extensions
drawer, but extensions can only be started at start-
up. You can however turn al extensions off without
needing to alter any files at startup by holding down
the shift key as System? boots. Windows 95 has the
Startup drawer.

24-bit support — both Windows 95 and System?
directly support 24-bit interfaces. Workbench relies
on third-party software ike CyberGraphX.

Multiple screen support — System? supports
multiple monitors s standard. Workbench only
allows for

Security - System7 and Windows 95 are pretty
secure, although not quite p o the same level as
SNT.

CLI & GUI - System? only provides a programmers|
LI which has a limited range of functions and is o
accessible by a programmers button on the side
some Macs.

Systemwide programming language — Workbench
really scores here too with ARexx.

Interface — does the screen

~ Workbench
really scores here, being able to mulitask on the
minimum of memory and processor speed. Proper
mulitasking is not planned for the Macintosh operat-
ing system until the end of 1997. Windows 95 is, for
the most part, fully multitasking, but most software
that runs under it is stil geared towards a 16-bit

Networking — System? comes with a networking
protocol called AppleTalk as standard and all Macs
come with the necessary hardware to enable
network. Windows 95 has support for several types
of networks and network cards for a PC can cost as
lite as £35.

D-ROM support — System? is the only operating

system that will boot directly from a CD. Workbench
only comes with minimal support for CD-ROM and
has no audio CD player.
Comms and the Internet — Windows 95 comes
with a simple comms package and has a fax facilty.
It also comes with the dreaded Microsoft Network
which is supposed to report on the contents of your
machine. The Plus Pack adds further faciltes 1o an
already good selection.

Runs from floppy? — unsurprisingly, Workbench is
the least hampered by having 1o run from floppy
although it can be done under Systen?.

Foreign language support — both System7 and
Windows 95 have to be reinstalled in the target
anguage for foreign language support while
Workbenchs locale feature can be changed on the
fly. The downside for Workbench is the fact that
there are no alternate alphabet versions such as
Japanese of Greel

Plug & Play - the Amiga has always had
AutoConfig to configure zorro cards and other
peripherals attached to the machine and the
Macintosh always had the NuBus protocol. Now,
Windows 95 adds some support for similar ease of
use, but this is not universal

05 comparison

tem

‘Add-in system extensions
24-bit support

Multile screen support
Networking

CD-ROM support

Comms & Internet

Seaurity

Pre-emptive 32-bit multtasking
Runs from floppy.

Foreign language support

Plug & Play

cLi&GUl

Systemwide programming language
Representational Interface
Universal menus

‘System preference changes possible during operation

Three button mouse support
Undelete function

Hard drive selt-repair

Hard drive optimisation
Virtual memory support
Quickstart applcations menu
Disk compression

Style guide

Help for the disabled

Onine help

Dynamic RAM disk

Workbench ~ System7 ~Windows 95
Yes Yes Yes
No Yes Yes
No Yes No
No Yes Yes
Yes Yes Yes
No No Yes
No Yes Yes
Yes No Yes
Yes Yes No
Yes Yes Yes
Yes Yes Yes
Yes Yes Yes
Yes No No
Yes Yes No
Yes Yes No
Yes Yes Yes
Yes No Yes
No No Yes
Yes Yes Yes
No Yes Yes
No Yes Yes
No Yes Yes
No No Yes
Yes Yes Yes
Yes Yes Yes
No Yes Yes
Yes No No

accurately represent the state of your machine?
Windows 95 falls down here because the icons
displayed bear no relation to the location of the fles o)
your hard drive, and floppy drive icons are always
available even when there are no floppies in them,

Universal menus ~ under System? and Workbench
the menus are always in the same place: at the top of

windows or the right mouse button.
System preference changes possible during
operation — Workbench has a problem with appiica
tions open on the Workbench tself (which Gould be
solved by programmers making their applications into
‘commodities), but otherwise, any preferences can be
changed without the need 1o reboot. System? has no
problem with changes made, but Windows 95 can
only be changed in the most trivial way without
needing 1o reboot.

Three button mouse support ~ System7 only

button, although special functions are usually applied
by the right mouse button.
Undelete function ~ Windows 95 has a function o
recover deleted fles.
Hard drive self-repair — when write ermors occur al
ree OSs wil revalidate the drive in question so that
although the file in question might be lost, hard drive
integrity is maintained.
Hard drive optimisation — System? wil optimise the.
hard drives content by the expedient method of
holding down a key combination when booting. When
equipped with the add-on Plus Pack, Windows 95 wil
also et you optimise the hard drive.
Virtual memory support — most virtual memory
systems rely on an MMU and since so few Amigas
‘come equipped with one, there has never been virtual
memory support in Workbench.
Quickstart applications menu — System? provides
both a configurable menu of applications called the
Apple menu and a dock called the Launcher to start
programs. Windows 95 provides the user with an
normous menu called the Task Bar which lists every
single application on the user's hard diive along with
recently opened files
Disk Compression — Windows 95 automatically disk
doubles the hard drive as Windows is installed and
also takes care of application added afterwards.
Style Guide - all three OSs have a style guide for
applications, but Workbench is the only one that
doesn' adhere o its own style guide.
Help for the disabled — Workbenct's help for the.
disabled i limited and implicit but you can adjust the.
colour scheme and make fonts more legible by.
aking them larger.
Online help — Windows 95 comes with the most
somim i oS help of the three operating
systems compared, Workbench comes with the least
el
Dynamic RAM disk — Workbench is the only OS
which has a standard, dynamically sized RAM disk. By
Smamosky iz | ase bt ol ko ¢ S
of memory that it requires at the time and grows and
ks e iy
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Play safe. Dealers can supply AFS as standard
ip://www.flevel.co.uk ¢ Get full safety & enhan formance from your

b s argains amiga. Choose a dealer who can supply your
Or\;jn,ﬁ; i ';/T(")I‘E]‘Tblq[' L new A1200 & A4000 with AFS as standard.

. Well written comprehensive, this is a mus ORI bl in one half height
ges £11.95. are ineludes the advanced tools for removable:
e have until now. only been available on the
iga (Fourth Level's top of the range 1.3Gb M.
Ve system).
leSafe - the new filing system which has taken

Speed ExVat Vat Inc

7 th with Full CDRom suppor
phs ;)(;A 24087 Ly i ternal SCSI2  £510.004+VAT =
L o« tions: external add £ 45.00+VAT

295 346.62
2G Quantum 8.6ms 595  699.13
| 2.G Barracuda 9ms 790 92825 Pro
4.2G Barracuda 9ms 1060 1245.00 Pro
9G Micropolis 9ms 1650 1938.75 Pro
IDE for A4000
850M Maxtor 183 215.02
1.2G Maxtor 215 252,63 Pro
| Drive prices & types may vary - please phone to
check before ordering.
AFS Review
UIf it sounds like I raved then I've

£29.75 USS$48 i . Cummerclal C Compile
£79.75 US$127 FFr G for Amiga which has be
PEEC £ 3.50 N/A FFr 26 continuously supported:
& Other £ 3.50 US$ 10 FFr 268 & developed to become
Dice V3 £98.75 US$158 FFr734 the mostERlGEE AN oF
P&P EEC £ 5.50 NJ/A  FFr 41

Other £10.00 US$ 10 FFr 355

(Except France
& Germany)
‘ Fully Internet
| Supported from our server!

it card add 3% to cover card ¢
+44 (0) 117 985 4455
44.(0) 117 9559157

Lertlfl&d Amiga Developerc
Slopment Pers 0175 98~
Distributors )
: FLDistribution
ermany: Stefan Ossowskis Schatztruhe
Orebro Videoreklam
i

A DeY
A& |

A Fourth Level
Develoj

ypment
Plill'lkumr  Dealer ries () 117 9558225

UK Orders to FI Distribution 31 Ashlev Hill Montpelier Bristol BS6 5JA Qe Aatl
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Try to save Claudette
Cat, your sweetheart, Exclusive to Amiga
from the evil scientists. Computing
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Please send your order form to:
Am FRI

Badlands Pete
Take on the role of Badlands Pete and
rescue the Governor’s daughter
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miga users might have a few

gripes about what Escom/Amiga

Technologies are oing to their
favourite computer, but when it comes to
3D packages we're still spoilt for choice,
with LightWave, Imagine, Real 3D (and
others) all readily available, and
CinemadD waiting in the wings.

Although the first three have now been
ported 1o other platforms, they started life
on the Amiga and, as such, already claim
a dedicated coterie of users. Okay, Il
admit you need a pretty souped-up (and
expensive) Amiga to keep pace with the
speed of any of these programs on a
Pentium PC, and you can forget about
‘even getting close 1o the rendering speed
of the likes of DEC's Alpha machines, but
many jobbing graphics and 3D folks are
sticking with their Amigas and holding out
hope that thelr favourite graphics comput
er wil, like the fabled Phoenix, one day
ise again from Commodore's ashes.

Anyone already familiar with Real 3D
will know that it has always had its wn
particular brand of quirkiness which sets it

curiosity, which probably endears it o its
mery band of users just as much as func-
tionality and cost does.

IMPRESSIVE
Those familiar with other 3D Amiga
packages may be overwhelmed by Real's
imposing interface and by the sheer range
of tools and functions it makes available,
not to mention the whole new set of termi-
nology, hot-keys and methods of working
‘which Real employs to do ts magic. But in
the hands of a skilled operator, Real 3D
can compete on equal terms with any of
the current Amiga 3D programs, and if
You were to compare it with expensive
high-end packages such as Alias
which costs over £20000, Real
3D can stil hold its own with —
and even improve on — most
of these expensive pro-
grams. Which is, you must
admit,kind of impressive!
What particularly sets
Real 3D apart s that itis

/30 -.w oth

[lem bones,

Improved skeletal control has also made it into version
3, providing exira options for frction and fidelity which
provide more realistic movement and wrapping of
meshes over the skeleton. In particular, fidelity
significantly reduces the amount of unwanted

fortion which can ocour as a surface s folded — for
example, at the back of a knee-joint, for example.
'm told that the only other 3D program which has this
feature is Alis.

If you combine skeletal control with Inverse
Kinematics then you've got the perfect method for

dem bones

simply and more convincingly than any other Amiga
3D program.

In case you were wondering, Real :o ha: thea
bilty, ike Imagine but uniike LightWave, -
ple materials on an object, 5o wmpllca(ud surface
textures can be achieved with relative ease.

Finally, while we're on the subject of modelling,
Real can now handie bumpmap shadows, 50 when

et Barbie dolls

animating organic and mechanical objects both more  sounds.

Amiga Computing

both very configurable and very flexivie
and has some extremely powerful
features (such as Inverse Kinematics,
Coliision Detection and B-spline
modeling) which no other Amiga 3D pro-
gram has yet matched, even though they
have had plenty of time 1o play calch up.
For example, you can set Real 3D's
ediing environment up In almost any way
you like. If you want two scene views, a
foolbox and an object selecton window on
a hies screen, you can design the inter-
face 10 su your needs.
if you don't like the way the Toobox is
laid out, just change . Add as many of
your favourte tool icons as you want and
there you go — a GUI configured the way
you want it to be. Try doing that with
LightWave or maginel
Fleal 3D aiso has a unique way of doal-
ing with ts object management, for which
it uses a hierarchical system
K of it in
terms

notional heights of the bumps of the map. This
boring, but i looks pretty good in praciice.

of disk directories and sub-directories)

g
H
8
i
E i3
z

differing effects depending where in the
hierarchy they are placed.

Ih
neﬁt

Lary Whiteley lookss
at Real 30
wversion 3

What can you say - i this
improssive or what?
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REVIEW

for how the GUI works, and so on.

Allin al, the mechanics of sing Real 3D
can be rather daunting for the novice, a
even those versed in other 3D software
could have a hard time getting 10 rips with
the depth and breadth of Real 3D,

That's before ['ve even mentioned RPL,
the Real Programming Languas

Want to extend Real's 2D particle system?
Wite an RPL script. Want to impart special
properties 1o an object? Write an RPL
script. The trouble s, RPL can be a pig to

Rather than having to group or parent
objects together as in other 3D software,
simply moving a directory level into
another level can make al the difference.
8y having different levels of hierarchy, a
large degree of control can be exerted
over how objects are textured or how they
behave under the influence of Real's
various animation methods

Selecting an object to manipulate is as
easy as picking its name from the Select
window. Multiple selections can also be
made, 5o that any given group of objects
can be moved or effected simutaneously,

though this will depend to some extent
where they sitin the hierarchy.
Although there may appear 1o be a lot

in Real 3D, that's only half the story, for
many of Real 3D's settings are hidden
away in sub-menus which take some time
to explore, and even more time to become
really familiar with. As well as the more
obvious Material and Render settings
windows, there are attibutes settings for
the properties of each object (such as
whether it casts shadows, has motion blur
or a number of other properties), setings

generatio

Modelling

Unlike Imagine and LightWave, which mainly use
points, edges and polygons to construct their 3D

than the polygon/Phong shaded objects produced by
Imagine or LightWave.

While Real 3D's approach generates very smooth-
looking objects, it can sometimes be difficult for a
novice or even intermediate user to get o grips with buiding complex
models as easly as wih, say, LightWave o Imagine. This is because there can be a lot
of procedures o follow which require an intimate knowledge of Real 3D's modeling
1ools and, with so many to choose from, it can be hard to work out the right approach in
the frstplace.

As an example, there is a ttorial on buiing a smoothly-connected simple hook and
ring objectin the manual which takes the user through a series of quie complex sisps
involving construction, conversion and deletion of components as the object is
designed. Without such guidance, most users would never figure out this approach and,
even if you've followed the tutoral several s, you'l stil have to come back 1o t o
unravel the procedures again should you ever need to make a model using similar
techniques. | suppose what Im trying o say is that Real 3D has a leaming curve which
is steeper than a Space Shuttle trajectory and 1o really get the best out of this
software you won't necessarly need a degree in rocket science, but it might just help.

use since, like most things Real, it works in
an unusual way and writing RPL scripts is
therefore not the easiest thing in the word.
e bright side, most Real users sel-
dom, if ever, use RPL, 50 don't let the idea
of it put you off
Righ, | think I've made it pretty clear that
Real 3D isn't a program for either the faint
hearted or the inexperienced, so let's now
take a look at some of the things that Real
3D V3 can do. >

routines are built
with Roal 3D, uniike.
other Amiga software.

With R3D's extensive materials editor there
is plenty of scope for making your surlaces
the way you want them to be

e CEMBER 1095



REVIEW

Paint that picture

Real 3D has always had a pretty nippy
rendering engine with a lot of output
options, ranging from simple previews to
fullblown 24-bit (or Targa, BMP or PPM)
renders at any size you need (and your
Amiga can hande). Several new additions
have been made in v3, including the
abilty 10 both export and import Jpeg files
directly, and SuperSampling, which
increases the rendering accuracy (at the
cost of extended rendering times) by
rendering the image larger than is
necessary and then resampiing it down to
the desired output size.

LENS FLARE
Another addiion s AutoBox, which can
either increase rendering speed by
optimising how Real uses memory
resources, or permit users with less
1o render images which may have
i i
Version 3 sees the addition of plug-in
Post-Rendering Effects which can be
added as they become available. The
current ones include Lens Flare (which
unfortunately aren't a patch on either
LightWave's or even Imagine’s less than
perfectlensflares), DistanceBiur and Glow,

Here's the box from
Space Hulk, with back-
drop and characters
built and rendered in

‘Real 3D

which provides nice glowing effects on
objects.

But of course, Real 3D does much more
than produce stll images. As you would

expect, it can also produce animation
sequences (for output to video, digial disk
recorders such as the PAR and also in its
own internal format for lower quality
display on the Amiga itse)

s a variety of ways of not just
producing animations, but also of control-

[5G equals faster rendering

As I've said, one of Real 3D's strengths is the way it
models and the quality of the images which the
modelled objects are capable of producing. However,
this can lead to an nex

remain polygonal once they are imported, although
Phong smoothing can be applied just as in other
programs.

However, GSG and B-spiine models use far less
memory than their polygonal counterparts. CSG objects
also render much faster than polygonal ones. But i you
really need to import objects from other sources you
can ~ as long s they are in either DXF (which Real 3D
can also export) or SculptaD format. No Imagine,
LightWave or any other format is acceptable, which is
really crazy, and it about time someone, somewhere,
wrote a conversion utity to convert polygonal objects
(of various formats) into CSG/B-spiine objects for Real
You know it makes sense.

One of Real 3D's unique features is that its View
windows can be configured to provide a true 3D
environment for modelling and positioning objects,
permitting free movement in any direction within the
view. So unliike Imagine or LightWave, where objects
are modelled in a separate editor, Real 3D objects can
be modelled directly into a scene at the size and
posttion in which they are required, 50 there's no need
toload the objects ino an editor or Layout screen just o
positon them where you need them.

A new feature of Real 3D v3 is its ability to draw
spiine curves directly onto the surface of a spiine mesh
50 that the new curves follow the surface of the mesh
exactly. Not only s this very useful for adding new parts

object, 50 that the intersections remain perfectly
smooth, but surface drawing can also be exploited

drawn over a bumpy.
have an obiect follow the path 50 that it moves precisely
over the bumpy mesh in a naturalistic way.

Amiga Computing
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ling how objects are moved around within

ene, thanks 1o its wide variety of
animation methods. It's quite a simple
matter to make objects follow complex
paths and simultaneously perform
rotations etc. With the use of more
involved methods, colision detection can
be invoked so that Real detects when
objects colide and what their subsequent
motion will be, dependent upon mass,
friction, gravity, spin and other factors. It
must be said that Real's collision
detection can be unpredictable though,
and the user will need to experiment 1o
achieve satisfactory results.

V3 a more comprehensive key fram-
ing system has been introduced which wi
help those coming from other software,
but there are other, more flexible anima:
tion systems which can also be employed.

Real 3D v3 extends the scope of this
powerful 3D modelling, rendering and
T 57t s o e
als are both better and more useful
than previously, though they can still
be mystifying at times. If you can
stand the strain, and Real's overly-
technical terminology, and you're
fooking for a 3D program which wil

provide far more options than either
imagine o LightWave, then Redl 0.t
def

forever if you can't get to grips with it

RED - Essontial_ BLACK = Recommended

Product: Real au version 3

(upgrade e c£170)

Easeofuse
Implementation
Value for money.
Overall

LYY




SCANNER M‘:f‘g’;’w HARD DRIVES & RAM FOR AMIGA
T\ Seannor Nobody Undersells US!!!!!

AMIGA ABOO/A500/A500+ EXTERNAL
RAM CARDS SCSI HDISK with
A600 1MB Ram

AB00 1MB Ram & Clock £33.00 FORALLAMIGA COMPUTERS
FOR AMIGA 1500 TO 4000 A500+ 1MB Ram £20.00 340MB £199.00
COMPUTERS WITH SCSI CONTROLLER A500 1/2MB Ram £15.00 540MB £229.00
(A1200 USER PLEASE PHONE). A1200 RAM CARDS 850MB £269.00
EXTERNAL CD ROM(SCS!) POMCIA s 1GIG £329.00
FOR AMIGA A600 & A12 [Eapaie 2/4/9GIG £POA
WITH FREE!! SQUIRREL INTERFACE (With Clock & FPU socket) SQUIRREL  £54.00
DOUBLE SPEED ~ £159.00 omB £49.00 ‘SPECIAL OFFER
QUAD SPEED ~ £239.00 2MB £109.00 25" DAVES
SIX SPEED £POA 4MB £159,00 FOR AMIGA AS00/1200 COMPLETE WITH
400 DPI 3 BUTTON 8MB 00 ‘SOFTWARE, CABLES & INSTRUCTIONS
FOR ALL AMIGA COMPUTERS ZIP RAMS 2MB £99.00 av8 £20.00
60 .
£10 MEMORY 80MB £69.00
OKTAGON 4008 SCSI CARD go 64 ’7;2 120MB £89.00
Pin in 340MB £179.00
True SCS! If controller for your Amiga I ¥
1500 to 4000, upgradeable to 8MB using 1iMB £25 EN/A £35 510MB £299.00
Zipp Ram allows you to connect H-Disk, 2MB £89 EN/A £69 Cellag T
Syauesi CD Roms ete. 409 () aMB  £109 £199 £109 : e
99. 8MB_ £239 EN/A £239 R
16MB E?f;ﬁ EN/A  £389 w5
32MB £ EN/A  £699 £
ADDS 2 ST PARALLEL 20M8  £105  £129
ARDS. Tg ANVLA%AIG S o FOR ANY AMIGA OR ACCELERATORCARD  saou  e138 169
4000 ACCELERATORS fows ol
TANDEM IDE Viper 68030/28Mhz OMB :119 00100MB z|p DRIVE £199.00|
IDE controller card for your Amiga 1500 to Viper 68030/40Mhz OMB  £189.00 ALFA-POWER
4000 allows you to connect a CD rom of Viper 68030/50Mhz OMB  £199.00
your choice or just another Hard Drive. FPU FOR KWE R 500+
Tandem card Only £69.00 120MI £179.00
Tandem card & Double speed CD £169.00 Increases the performance of your 420MB £199.00
Tandem card & Quad speed CD £199.00 machine when adding these FPUS.  sio £268.00
suitable for all Accelerator & Ram cards 1 Gl
EXTERNAL FLOPPY £39.95 for A1200 and Amiga 4000 Computers SYQUEST DRIVES
MO;JITONRS HAU PO POEALh mans 28Mhz (PLCC) £24.00
33Mhz (PLCC) £39.00
AMIGA 40Mhz (PLCC) £79.00
Basic Colour  £189.00 A4000T 040 50Mhz (PGA) £89.00
Microvitek 1438 £259.00 £2150 -

Microvitek 1440 £399.00

A WE WANT YOUR BUSINESS!!!
g:gzzgg 8 s o] ""“"%3“"““ 3 wntL MATCH gﬁasn ANY
Sineing 17 SecA £2450 GENUINE QUOTED PRICE.
AWIA ACD 300
A600 éAOCZ%EzléERATOH QR
AMIGA A1200 (BASIC UNIT) £379.00 o WATT SERAKESS
AMIGA A1200 (WITH 65MB HARD DISK) £449.00 UPGRADEABLE To g
AMIGA A1200 (WITH 80MB HARD DISK) £469.00 AWIA SPEAKERS
AMIGA A1200 (WITH 120MB HARD DISK) £489.00 040 £55
AMIGA A1200 (WITH 170MB HARD DISK) £489.00 OMB 09 i & EDUCATIONA
AMIGA A1200 (WITH 340MB HARD DISK) £569.00  $MB g T
AMIGA A1200 (WITH 540MB HARD DISK) £669.00  ‘toms o9 PHONE 0181 345 6573
AMIGA A1200 (WITH 810MB HARD DISK) £919.00  3zm8 go09  ASKFORDAVID
ORDER NOW TO AVOID DISSAPOINTMENT FOR CHRISTMAS = . ACCESSORIES

REFURBISHED AMIGA A4000 030/040 IN STOCK £P.0.A
oo T AOTEON ALY R S8
>E’”‘&‘“' - 2205 HOSKCABLEKT Sa
e PRRALLEL PRNTER

35 BUERSE CaLl For oo
TION WE O Aice AMGAVGMDAPTOR £1500

e

SATURGAY OEVEFY NORUAL wr it 2 gg; Ol AMIGATRACKBALL £3500
MORNING, NEXT DAY NORMAL R S E16 bER

R P CkE Y SUBIEEY 10 Criane WiTHouT MJTODVSTDKWG‘ =
ROR NOTICE. ALL TRADEMARKS ACKNOWLEDGED.  w el MOUSEMAT

12 U pPER EDMONTON,LONDON,N18 2X
TeL: 0181-34 : 81-345-6868 E-MAiL: gastein@dircon.co.uk



SUBSCRIPTIONS

[hoose your fantastic

When you subscribe to Amiga Computin|

UFO|

K240
Save over £29.99

Gremlin's outer space”
strategy game gives

you control over a whole
galaxy of mining planets,
where you can create
and destroy worlds at
the touch of a button.

Save over
£30

Microprose's
huge strategy
game, UFO, puts you

in the hot seat as the
world comes under attack by an alien invasion
@ Add £3 to the price of subscription.

Amiga Next Steps & "
A1200 Insider Heimdall 1l

Guide books Save over £34.99  The follow-up o

the classic Vikin
Save over £29 s
Core Design takes
you again into
Nordic landscape
in this arcade
adventure and can
be yours, abso-
lutely free, when
you subscribe.

A special two-book pack-
age including the essential
Next Steps guide for all
users who have mastered
the basics, plus the defini-
tive guide to Workbench
and AmigaDOS on the
A1200, packed with expert
tutorials

Two extra issues
PLUS a smart

Amiga Computing
magazine binder!

Save £15.93
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FREE gift now!

Subscribing to Amiga Computing is the only way to ensure
FREE delivery straight to your door
PROTECTION against future price increases
GUARANTEED delivery every month
INVALUABLE Amiga Guide each month
FREE gift or special offer

@ SUBSCRIPTION HOTLINE
for card orders
Tel: 0151-357 1275 Fax: 0151-357 2813

The Easy Way To Pay

Subscribing is made even easier by continuous quarterly direct debit. Not only
can you forget about your subscription ever lapsing and the thought of missing
an issue, but you can spread your payments to avoid paying out a lump sum

r o Amiga (omputing priority substription form

® 1 wish to pay by:
[ Cheque/Eurocheque/Postal Order payable to IDG Media

@ | would like the following yearly subscription:
N Renewal

O e Q% UK 048 ] Crodit Card vesccssBacincarhisisescBuceasComee) Expiry Date/
Oows Qwo & 509 —
O w0 Cos Vo P TS 1 |
o (u] CanadalUSA * $98 ¥
e 9576 O
.Iwol&d like a UK quarterly direct debit ongoing 9696 ) 24D
; 9508 [1 Amiga Next Steps & Amiga 1200 Insider Guide Books
Quarterly Direct Debit Instruction 9600 [0 Heimdall I
THORI! DEBI 9597 O

sockly.
* Canaca & USA subscrbers send to: Europress (North America), Unit 14, Bysham Drve.

Vinstc you 10 pay Diec Db fom Woodstock, Ontario, T4 171, Canac. Ta:519.639-0200. Fax: 518-3399725

my accouna h rguest o IDG Mede.

Q
T ton vt
)
ik \rcersand ot 106 ada may ® Deliver my magazine to
o ot and o st
Psp—- Sreamea
- Febior e faidodngsocety
Yousonerm | | | [T TT] g i arcl v i =
soncese | [ L[ L] o reae b amaci o
Sopanit o

Dt

[T —
Ongoatrs aionilo (ESTTTATTTE] | (oeueis OF

e Postcode Daytime phone no

Send this form to: Database Direct, FREEPOST, South Wirral L65 3EB. (No stamp needed if posted in UK.)
ve om th

‘our subscription will commence frs e earliest possible issue

H

L-----_----—----—-—--—-

(s 1 )

a Compu
T RYY

1




WORD FINDER PLUS

sm;y om o g

CICRD10-4. CLASS\C CARD GAMES CJEFB2-1.
EFIC Magketing Tail Order Hotline £ =ewmaamrmma:

cemre -t

s
ative GOI
o D a0 o Ge) C100 s

LO1 793 S1a187




A

o
g
=
8

s oficial. The best Doom clone has finally arived on the
Amiga affer months of speculation

Previews

We preview Ascon’s Pole Position to see if it will provide
Kellion Software’s Leading Lap with a tough contest

Another foofball game appears on the Amiga
thanks fo Impact Software, and surprisingly,
this one isn't management!

The sequel o Graham Gooch's World
Class Cricket steps up o the crease
and asks for middle courtesy of Audiogenic

Feature:

Aninterview with Binary Emotions
- the feam behind the Speris Legacy

Cheat Mode

If you're having trouble with Police Quest 2,
never fear because help is at hand.
We provide you with the complete solufion
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news

By Tina Hackett

Gloom boom

ollowing hot on the heels of the success of Black Magic's
Gloom, further fitles are planned through publishers
Guidhall. Gloom certainly impressed when it was released
a few months ago and even the cynics that said Doom

couldn't be done on the Amiga had a rethink

S0 fans will be pleased to hear that Gloom Deluxe Is set for release
at the end of September. wil have enhanced graphics, and wil be
able fo run on any Amiga with 2Mb RAM and an accelerator.

And for existing Gloom owners a Data Disk will be available with new
levels and enhanced graphics. It will be priced at £14.99.
(working title) is also in progress for the CD32 and using the original
Gloom engine it will have new levels and superior graphics.

Gloom 2

Bundle of joy Alternative pinball

It's cricket, cricket, cricket ot fhe moment, what
with al the computer games hitting the shelves
and the world cup imminent, and to moke the
most of all fhis inferest Grandslam, Lelsuresoft and
Tecnoplus have set up a special promotion.

Grandslam’s TS Cricket will be bundled with @
Tecnoplus Amiga mouse and can be found in
Virgin Megastores, while
Beatties will be seling
the game with
Tecnoplus Amiga pad.
The packs are likely
fo retail o the bargain
price of §23.99.

Grandslam’s Sales

and Moarketing Man-
ager. Chris Warrender
commented: “This pro-
demonstrates
the commitment of
Grandslam, Leisuresoft
and Tecnoplus fo the
support and promotion
of the Amiga platform
prior fo new machines
sty the retail
shelves

ITS Cricket has been
dies with Tecnoplus

Many moons ago we reported on a new pinball
game dimed at the younger end of the market.
Called Thomas the Tank Engine’s Pinball it's
based around the popular children’s TV series.
The latest news from publishers Alternative
Software is that it Is readly 1o roll af the end of fhis
monih and features include a definable level of
difficutty, four fables cna nine balls, making It
ideal for younger play

T R has beon 4ot af $19.99 for both CD2
and A1200. This game is the next in the series of
Thomas games from Altemative which include
Thomas fhe Tank Engine and Friends, Thomas ~
the Race and Thomas the Tank Engine.
Collection.

J’ s

217

Thomas the Tank Engine is geared at
the younger end of the market




developer is hoping
to set it in a futuristic scenario

This month’s mail contained a new fiight sim
from a guy called Stephen Birch. | say *flight sim"
but os yet it's not a ful gome. Stephen Is
currentiy looking fo find publishers for it and so
far Simon Armetrong from respected developers
Acid Software has shown an interest, although
nothing has been finalised.

Stephen plans o use his game engine in a
futuristic Mad-Max-style scenario which he
oelieves will allow for some Inferesting land-
scapes and planes. He also wants fo keep the
game based mainly around dogfights as this will
maximise the split screen element and a four-
player mode will be incorporated via a serial
fink

He comments: *| have thought about texture
mapping. but the engine is heaviy optimised
round the Amiga’s bifplane system for speed,
and | think more complex polygons for high
spec Amigas would be a more cunning route fo
take.”

The game is looking rather smooth at the
moment and promises o be quite impressive,
especially as Stephen s looking o make the
game compatible with Escom’s Virtual
Glasses. Stephen can be contacted at
steveb@mistral.co.uk

Stephen is hoping that the game
will support Virtual i-Glasss

Future releases

Despite the fact that this issue is bereft of any reviews there are sl @ fair amount
of games promised for the next few months. We give you fhe lowdown

Center Court - Guildhall

Acid Software, makers of the smash hit
Skidmarks are currently busy at work
on their f Center Court. At

Pole Position -
An original addition

the moment a deal s being fied up
with fennis star Andre Agassi to
promote the game.

Tracksuit Manager 2 -
Alternative Software

A football management sim  that
could possibly rival Championship
Manger 2. We wait with baited breath

Championship Manager 2 -
Domark

The game all football fans have been
waiing for. This stats-based manage-
ment sim brought new depths of real-
ism to the game and provided the
player with the ulfimate authentic
game

Virtual Karting - OTM

A siightly different approach fo fhe
usual racer, this game centres around
the strange pastime of go-kart racing

Citadel Black - Legend

Another in the long-ine of first person

perpeciivo thook- e Ups - ncmely
clones. This is from poiish team

Anums Software and looks gory o say

the least.

ngle ratt
usual racing driver aspect

or fhon i

Dungeon Master 2 - Inferplay
This RPG is the long-awaited sequel to
Dungeon Master believe it or not

Speris Legacy
Binary Emotion’s Zelda-esque game
hits the Amiga

Legends
Krisalis' Zelda-esque game hits the
Amiga

Worms

Multi-format tifie Worms s set for
release this Autumn. This is a type of
Scorched Tanks-style of strategy that
s brought bang up to date with
worms. and should be a fun
light-hearted game for a change

Sty fae

Alien Breed 3D

Alien Breed has had phenomenal
success among Amiga owners and
fhis fime Team 17 have used a 3D per-
spective rather the usual overhead.
However, last fime there wasn't all
that much compefition for that style,
50 can their successor really cut the
mustard against all the current Doom
clones?
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hints & tips

¢ Although
having been
around for
almost six
years, Police
Quest 2 is sill
one of the
most faxing
adventures of
today 9

o complete Police Quest 2. @ number
of special commands must be emeved
for you fo proceed to th

se commands must be I}r\gu\mccﬂv
accurate. Here they are:

Get keys from Ignition, ope
card, look behind card, (writ
nation), get out of car, go to
the door.

Go fo counter (on the far ight), unlock bn

get kit, and then proceed fo locker room
flom right). Walk fo your locker q1's the s
the leff) open locker, (enter numbers). get
ammo, get gun, get holster, get cuffs

Go fo homicide office (2nd door from the
left). sit at your desk. (empty chai, unlock
drower, open drawer, read note, get wallef,
lock i Wwale, close cirowat look I mestage
basket, get up, walk to captain’s desk, look at
papers on e (write down passwords), walk fo
key board, look ot board, get keys. open

the glove box, get
down the combi-
nt door, unlock

Your own personal car s located on the
right, your ‘business’ car is the blue one

en the cabinet to find the Bains
mugshot. It's in the top drawer

CONSTANT RINGING IN YOUR

ey iy mn)

1 have a feeling that all
this means 1 deat

cabinet, (bottom of the screen) get Bain's fil.
get photo.

Go to shooting gallery (past the counter)
get ear protectors from the guy. load gun, raise
gun, fire one clip, lower gun, press view, look ot
farget, replace farget, press back, adjust sights.
(repeat process - retuming for more clips
needed, until sights are adjusted correctly), get
out of booth, return ear protector

Walk to blue car, unlock door, walk fo frunk of
car, open frunk, put kit in frunk. close frunk
open car door, dilve o jall

Open locker put gun in locker, close locke:
press buzzer, show D, get Bain'’s file, take Bains
photo, open locker, get gun, walk fo car, open
door, go fo ook street mall. Walk fo blue sporfs

Getkeys from ignition, go fo your office, walk to

key board, gef keys, get in car. Drive fo Wes
Rose, open frunk. get Kif, walk up to ofher frunk.
fake picture of body. get blood sample, fake
the body. go to your car, put kit in trunk, close:
frunk.

Drive to Marie's place. go inside, look i fhe!
ashtray, read piece of paper, drive fo office,
submit evidence, walk up to computer, look at
computer. press on, (for homicide fype..) Ice-
cream, look at Bains', (for personnel fype..) pis-
tachio, (for vice type.) Miami, ciive to inn, walk

manager warrant, get room key. walk up fo red
double doors, (save game and then stay on
the right side of the red daor), open door, go
inside, open drawer, get envelope, (under fhe.
lamp). read lefter. go to bathroom, pick up
cardinsink, read card (write down number), go
to your car, open frunk and get kif. go inside
toom foke biood sample cn floor, refurn key fo

ffice. submit evidence, sit at your.
cha\r, cuH Co\by fell him about Bains, go fo




Don't forget to tal

your keys out of the igr
to unlock the door

car, open passenger door. open glove box, get
holster, get ammo; talk fo lady. walk to your car.

Drive fo cotton cove, talk to jogger. ask b
where, Ioad gun, draw gun, walk 10 161t (save
gome). fire af Bains (when he appears behind
bush), walk back fo your car, get kit from
nk. look for blood, open kit, get blood

make cast of footprint, go east, show
diving cerificate,

Get in van, pick up mask, bel, fins, vest, and
ank 1, get out, dive down, look. (for goiden fhing
i fiver floon, get object, swim west, look. (for
metal spoon), get spoon, swim up, go west, open
ure of body, go back t
> o airport, walk to the bl
it bross e OO LR
s street, buy a rose, g e the air

Ik U oy Gty i oket Gounipy
Jor 1D, show Baine” Photo, o ecst, walk Up (o
ady on rental car counter, show her ID, show
Bains' photo, get out of alrport, press button.
cross street, walk to your car.

Drive fo police station, submi
to your desk, sit, call 411, ask for Moo Wikona

Be prepared before entering on the
left. Load and raise your weapon

il Marie, look in message basket,
ide. talk to Marie, o

number,
dive to Amie, go s

waiter

Quest

By Andy Maddock

For all you budding Bob Cryer’s out t

order the
lobster, give Marie rose, Kiss Marie, eat, pay

here

who are struggling with Sierra’s classic

sequel, here’s the complete solution

shooting galery, practice shooting unfil sights
are adjusted properly, diive to airport, go inside
airport, look at screen (until Steelton flights show
up). buy ficket to Steelton from male agent,
show ID, ask for phone, call 411, ask for Steelon
PD, tell them about Bains.

Make sure you got your fickefs. go wesf, go
up escalator, walk up to officer. show ID, go
through defector, board plane. sit beside Keith,
fasten seat belt, ask for water, relox until terrorists
appear (save game), unfasten bett, load gun.
get up, draw gun, fire at terrorist (only affer stew-
ardess is on fhe floon), fire at second ferrorist,
walk up fo masked ferorlst, search pockets,
walk to bathroom at the back. open dispenser.
cutyellow. cut blue, cut purple, connect yellow.
cut white, cut yellow, go back fo seat, relax unti
artival at steefton.

Walk up o lleutenant’s office, get radios, ext
1o park, go north, go any direction, call Keith on
radio, talk to mugger. read rights. go east unfi
you see manhole cover on ground, open cover,
go down, (save game), go east, furn right and
walk fost fo next screen, go west, open red
cabinet, pick up gas mask, go east, fur right,

wear mask, go across, go straight on, go west,
draw gun, open door, calm Marie, untie Marie,
(save game) hide behind pipe on your left, wait
for Bains to fire first, fire at Bains until he drops
dead. Congratulations, you've finally complet-
ed Police Quest 21

Having sour undvided attenton, the captain says._“For
uour nformation, DETECTIVE BONS, f nould be 50 duoky if
4ot coul check in with e once n 3 uhde just t e if 1
might have something for you o &

You will got two chances from your boss, keep
going back to report on various happenings
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. preview

success of their On the Ball

football management games. On the
Ball (League and World Cup Edition) provided a
pleasant alfernative fo the Stats-based
Champlonship Manager and Premier Manager,
and for those who wanted
a more picture-oriented
game, fhis went down a
sform

now Ascon are

back. but with a change in 8
direction. Keeping sports

management as their genre, they have
swapped from football fo the fast paced world
of Formula One Racing. This promises fo bring an
unusual angle fo the usual racing games in that
rather than racing the car, you play manager
and must lead your Formula One team fo

ss.
Promising immense detail and realism, there
will be many aspects to consider as manager,
from keeping feam morale high fo the technical
detalls of the race. Ascon also concentrate on
bringing @ human element fo the game as you
willhave o take into account the fact that each
member of your team has different personalify
fraits. Each driver has 30 different values which
make up thelr character, with opposing teams
calculated in the same way.
Other employees in your feam
have a stress level and just like
in real life, some will be able fo
work under stress and some
will simply crack under the
pressure.
In your managerial role you
will have fo deal with money
matters such as taking ouf
loans and making invesfments.
You will also have to negotiate
contracts and organise spon-

sorship deals.
Also needed Is a head for technology for

things such as purchasing and
developing foreign technologies.
You fake control of the consfruction of

them or research and

You will be able to keep
in radio contact with your
0 race

Ditferent camera angles will allow you to
Pprogress of your driver

develop your own. When it comes down to fhe
actual race day, you wil be in fhe pits during
fhe warm-up, qualifications and the race ifseif
You are linked fo the diver via @ headset an
can give him Instructions during the race. TV
cameras are placed around the circuit and ye
can switch between cameras fo get youl
required view of the race.

The media will also fake a keen inferest in fhe
team and you'll have to use your skills to deal
with them. plus brief the drivers well so they
won't give anything away to the opposition.

TV:style coverage of the
races will provide realism

—
FopEE

1al WO
This is only a brief glimpse of what you can
expect from the full game. As you can see il
goes in fo fine detail and all the aspects of
Formula One racing will be more than cov-
ered. Graphics promise fo be of a high stan-
dard and using Siicon Graphics, they aim fo
create a redlistic, TV-style coverage of each
race. Expect a full review soon.



2, No Doom, but
plenty of Gloom

mong the many Doom-type games coming your way
is the excellent Gloom by Black Magic Software.
Reviewed a couple of months ago it eamed a very
respectable score and was described as ‘completely
packed with smooth graphics. a huge challenge and most of
all action and excitement.’ So much so that it s still played
constantly in the office. Now, courtesy of publishers Guildhall
there are three copies of the game fo win, plus a top prize of a
fantastic CD32.

All you have to do to win is design a monster that would ook
at home in the game. Pictures can be sketched, painted,
photographed (21) or whatever else takes your fancy. Then
simply give it  suitable name and send us your entries no later
than 1 January 1996. The winner will recieve a CD32, with three
runner-up prizes of a copy of Gloom

ey
LTI
/ N\,
/ Name:_

/ Addremi st

I

Age (if under 18)
l Which version of the game would you require: CD32 or l
A1200

\ The winning entries may be printed in a future issue. /

Please send your entries fo: We re all Gloomed,
Amiga Compufing. IDG Medla, Media
House, Adlington Pork Macclesfield,
Cheshire K10 ANP.



After the first

FA Premier

These playing formations are
identical to CM2. Well, how
many more can you think of?

otball games are aimost certainly
info two categories. There's fhe co
plete statistic buff's dream of a purely
text based affair - like Championship
Manager. On the other hand fhere’s
the arcade, bistery, sweaty joystick affair - like
Sensible Soccer. There's often the occasional mix
between the two, although no-one has simultane-
ously and successfully blended them together.

For insfance, no-one has had the courage to
release a game which has the playabily of Sensi
and the depth of Championship Manager. Surely
fhey would combine together well to become the
utimate football manager game? Well.. No, |
have to apologise for building your hopes up
because Alternative Software are releasing
another fext-based affair - namely Tracksuit
Manager 2.

Before | start, | would just like fo clear up one
thing. What exactly is a tracksuit manager?
Obviously. the game
is referring to the
manager himself -
but fracksut? We've
all seen managers of
today walk out of
the tunnel leading their team out in the Iatest
range of sporfswear. Why? | preferred the old
Ron Afkinson and Don Revie sheepskin
coat approach. It gave the managers so much
authority, so why has it been lost?

Anyway, maybe a fracksuit manager is a kit
manager who washes and irons all fhe frackuits
and then decides which one to wear. Now that

It's Beard! Did you know he has had

exactly the same haircut for eighteen
years, believe it or not!

Sway hurdle 15 often the obstacle

By Andy Maddock

would be a game and @ haf.

Championship Manager 2 should be out now.
With this and TM2 both looking so similar, it looks
ike a huge battle will be toking place. Tracksuit
Manager 2 is looking, dare | say i, identical fo
Championship Manager as the icon system and.
features are almost too similar. Having said that,
Champlonship Manager’s icon-diven game was
absolutely superb and there’s no reason whatso-
ever why this shouldn’t be carried over or
“copied.’ | didn’t want fo use this word but it was
the fist one that entered my head when |
noticed the playing style screen was identical.

J 4

What makes Tracksuit Manager stand well
ahead of the rest? Well the fact that it's got a
sponsor - a prefty big one 100 - namely Fizzy
Chewis. The game ffself includes hoards and.
hoards of tactics, strategies and general
footballike thing: although  other
games have done this also, Tracksuit Manager
displays the information in a complefely
user-fiendly way.
When you call up @ menu, TM2 doesn’t
dawdle. On a standard 1200 it will appear
almost immediately. which leads to
cuicu\mmg results as well,
o is up and Tracksuit Manager 2
es o me as Champlonship.
Mcncgel ilh excalent graphics. and
superbly written interface. Considering the
success behind Championship Manager, |
think TM2 will speak for itself. But wait, fhen
there’s Championship Manager 2.

.
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PUBLISHER

Guildhall leisure

| DEVELOPER

Manyk Software
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The titie
many dif

creen just summarises how
rent foatures there are

miga product plans must be becoming
mote and more hectic as the months fly
by. For instance. Guidhall Leisure
released a spectacular 3D Doom-ike
game only two or three months ago
and afready they have just finished their lafest
release. In fact, it's something you'd never expect -
another Doom-clone! Not @ sequel, but another ful
blown aftempt at recreating Doom on the Amiga.
By the looks of this one, hey've finally done i

Months and months of speculation can now
serlously be forgoften because even | didn't
believe a frue Doom version could arive on the
Amiga. We have followed fhis product since its
creation, reporting on each change and receiving
coples of the game at various stages. Even then, |
was prefly sure this was the one that would put all
the ofhers to shame - including Gloom.

There are 30 levels for you fo batte through.
each one being hugely different, so it never
appears the some. A major boon which wil please
Doom fanatics is the fact you can design your own

e with different fextures, doors and aliens, efc.
So hopefuly, Fears will never fun out of lostabllty.

Reviewed by Andy Maddock

To re.
o st st oo

xtra life, you must risk burning
's worth it though

The edit level facility is fantastic, ospecially
't got one on Doom on the PC

©One major gripe that can be frustrating is the
fact that if you happen to fal info a pit of lava,
your health will un out and you have absolufely

no chance of getting out. Some steps would
have been nice, especially when you're right
near the end.

1 can remember getting quite frustrated with
Gloom because alfhough it had continues.
there was no password or save game feature,
Fears Includes this 5o you can breathe a sigh of
relief when you finally overcome a fricky part fo
TRNIe TR Kl ool s oane disk you
can save many games as well as thee
incivicacly desned mozes

The Atmospheric sounds are fantastic, fruly seffing
the scene and preparing you for a fip info fhe
unknown. These noises fange fiom the fiing of
several weapons o the screams of the monsters

Incidentaly, if Fears does have a down point,i's

ok s tha graseical it
up wi oo invian



This screen shows.
Complate aach level, and how far youve 9ot to 9o

seriously the lack of originality in the monsters.
Although they are well drawn, they just don’t look
scary enough. If you were locked in a dungeon
way below the earth’s surface and you had fo
face the Tin Man flom Wizard of Oz and The Mekon
fiom Dan Dcve ¥ou wouldn't actualy be quaking
now would y

There wil b6 @ CD32 verson of fhe game
which shouid be hitting the shops about
now and wil contain all the original
features and hopefully be nicer
tolook at and faster.

When | first played Fears on

problem, | overcame if by &
playing and piaying away

accelerator from the dusty cup-
board. It was a Bizzord Board,
and playing Fears with one of these
is highly recommended. The speed
increases fenfold and therefore
produces one of the fastest and
most playable games fo date.
The Edit Level faciity is excel-
lent for designing your own mazes. The actual
edifor looks a lot like a paint package where you
draw on screen amaze of your cholce. All the pla-
forms, stairs, walls and aliens are allocated num-
ers, soit endis up ke painting by numbers. You can

Tl fons rus must be nevotisted oarefudy
h side lies a pit of death

Thie tumnetloads down to some.
bably an underground
it by

define stairs leading up fo small rooms just by

colouring in some boxes. It really is so user-friendly

you will be designing complex levels within minufes.

A good thing | found was fhe fact you can actually

make a virtual world of your own house - or is that
d?

The opions allow you fo foggle between dliff-
culty levels, screen sze, and all different
oot vonauons You can ako
play the part of the hero
o o s
The screen resolution that
Fears uses Is pretty high so you
can expect ahigh amount of

make up for this though,
the programmers have
included dithering. This wil

ing headaches and bad vision.
You can control fhe character in
Fears many ways - either by the
mouse, keyboard or joystick. Most peo-
ple prefer the keyboard because
you can reach every key o open
m van 00Ors, sicde-step, change weapon
and run. With the mouse it is nice
and comfortable fo play, but it's pretty awkward to
side-step and avoid bulets. Af first you wil find it
impossible fo avoid the shofs from the opponents.
but careful mastery of the side-step will enable you
fo dodge around the wall fo prevent death.

on you run out of ammo, you are graced with

When
a small dagger that does next to nothing

¢ The
Atmospheric
sounds are
fantastic, truly
setting the
scene and
preparing you
for a frip into
the unknown ¢

The response from our sur-
vey we prinfed a while ago

tremendous, and from
the resulfs we noficed that
many of you did actually
own accelerators. If you

it's only @ fad siower.

In short, it is ‘packed ful =
of excellent graphics,
atmospheric effects and
challenging gameplay -
there’s no doubt that Fears
is the best Doom clone ever

created.”
e
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A5 the layers stats are oxsctl the Moo Newsil gladly puts a foot The crowd wi be uly ankmeted in
me. From what | have seen, they o ball ready for kick off tull vorsion of Team - all kitted out
have no special attributes whatsoover Hang o, where's Ghris Sutton? Rkl Gl et spertowest$55

aving reviewed and played hundreds

nd hundreds of football games on

many different formats, | seem to be

able to differentiate between a future

success and a failure. To be honest, a

lot of people will write off Team'’s success already,

and quite rightly 50, s Sensible Worid of Soccer ,

has fo be the definitive arcade football game -

absolutely nothing will bea f on fhe Amiga. ever.

Having said that, surely Impact Software are

aware of this, although | can't think of an ulterior

mofive - somebody. somewhere, must have ofher

ideas.

as I've already established the fact that

Team Is SensHke, going off fist impressions it

is:';‘e‘n?‘f':o‘;ﬂ\geﬁ' athoctaleapaciiyiGRed major flaw which they must, at least,

At the moment, Team consists of squads from chiange s the difficulty sattings. On my first game

fhe Infermational front, such as England, Brazl and ! b"ﬁ‘f;‘“f:";‘;g:m{ S r:‘;'le'd";‘:‘

Germany, as well as Premiership teams. Al the e ibibrtas il

players’ names are accurate too, as are hair and bl s IC R

skin colour, and you can edit all of these fo use in R e aotirio el

custom cups and leagues. There's no actual sea- * " peioer, OHS' legged goot ?h btk

son opfion which, In foday’s foofball gome Sl 100 dam hord fo get fo gips with. When
market, is nothing short of a necessity.

Team does contain aspects that would have

welcomed with open arms in a game like

Sensible Soccer. The collision detection spreads as

g By Andy maddock

far s the actual players themselves fo the corner
flags which enables you fo perform those off-the-
ball incidents with great effect. There is also @
referee present and you can set his fempera-
ment to lenient or strict. If you choose strict you
willfind him dishing out his cards for the smaliest
thing.

I ne oppostion gefs the bal. you don't

tend to see the flowing, steady build-up

from the back, or even the long-ball

straight down the centre of the pitch. All

that occurs is the opposition gets the ball

¥ ond runs - all the way fowards your goal
and scores!

After all mese gripes | can say that this is a
game that could have potential. f some more.
fhought and dapth wen! i 10 he production
Team could see some of the Chisimas
crowds. As football games are the biggest selk-
ers on fthe Amigo, there wil be some very. very.
sfiff compefition to  tackle, namely
Championship Manager 2.

major tweaking is involved If Impact
Software belleve fhelt game vl guararice
them 5. Scheduled for a release in the
very neﬂr Muve, they've certainly got a lot fo
do in a very short time.

The title screen shows three players obviously full of ecstasy after a narrow cup victory

TN\ e 107
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ouring round f
| hi-tech stands: e
opportunity to meet up with
chat about their latest games.
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| Rew 0. s wos By Emofions. b keen fo
| Bomsio et frhcoring cchente game

Speris were undeterred and
uqmrvn o i con Fistashon

a

Their shiny, new logo -
ing Amiga owners
will be seing more of

name that
springs to mind

Speris Legacy Is Binary

Emotions’ first commercial
game

. into an eager
Amiga games

the lads from
Wiltshire

.

things  do you
Al Joby: Bincry Emotions ore c sl eam of 8
and is compromised of 22-year oid Clive Minnicar
's the Coding Director, Then there's lan Jolly 24
the Music Director who's also responsible for the:
graphics. |am 21 and am the designer director an

who deals with Disk
and additional bug fixing
musician, and John Snekon, 15
programmer. However we ar-e also looking fo
employ talented ray-fracers - 5o if there’s anyone:
out there who'd like fo contt




Wik ihe npiaon betind Spets Legacy?
A We had quite a few ideas before Speris like a
o-playar penuln Gsoull Couse gome
smiar 1o the old B-bit fifle, Combat School. There
was also Pilot of Furry and Gaze of Malice - a mas-

gomes we enjoy playing fo the Amiga.

How did Speris fum from an idea
nto a fully-fledged game?
AJ: Signing up Speris was not os easy as we first
#hought. We went o Daze Markefing because they
offered twice as much royalfies compared to he
average publisher. They eventualy looked at it and
i Us that they were only interested in shrategy
gomes on the PC. We then went fo Kompart who
agested we should go fo an educational
ublsher. Anyway, our next port of call was an
ducational publisher called Tegm 17 (thanks
Kompart). We phoned Marlyn Brown who
unfortunately was in America. A while later he
called back and we uploaded a demo fo him and

So you're confident of if's success?

AlJ: Yes, because there is nofhing on the Amiga
that even comes close - our graphics are far more.
appealing! Even if it doesn't do well, which by all
accounts if should, we wil be going around and
finding out what we should do fo improve it

What about other projects?

0 provide @ senice where people can
500 games and we can make
i on an A1200 for a nominal fee of £2.99.
We have had success ‘with over 40 fifles such
as Powemonger. Kick Off. Speedball 2 and
Heimdall

What advice would you give fo people

wanting fo break info the industry?

PBB: Get an A1200 for starters, mess around wnh
Deluxe Paint, and find people with the s
inferests. Most of all keep patient and have the il
fo.go on with it

AJ: The key s organisation and commitment. ft's
no good just having falent, you've got fo do
something about it and try and get your foot in the
door.

How do you see the

Amiga's position in the
market?

AJ: There are a ot of
people who underesfi-

within the next hour Speris Legacy was signed up.
However, we are now looking for soffware houses
fo publish the game multi-format as Team 17 have
only signed up the Amiga rights.

What do you think is going o make Speris stand
out against ifs rivals?

Al In our game you have more freedom. The
puzzles are better too, more indirect and varied.
We have betfer text as well - something along the
fines of Monkey Isand.

How long was the game in development?
U At first, Speris had @ side-on view but then it

months for us fo complefe it flom the overhead
stage.

What did you do before seeking out your fame
and fortune as game developers?

AJ: Clive, myself and Phil all completed science
courses at Salisbury college and lan Jolly worked
in the Electronics indusfry. lan Ford s studying
computer science and John Snelson is complefing
his exams

Do you have any ofher games in the pipeline?
AJ: We are stil committed to supplying the Amiga
with quaity games. If we have to sell our products
through mail order we willl We have four releases in
the pipeline which include Minskies Fur Balls which
is quife similar fo Kirby's Avalanche. We also have
Nermess Syndrome, (Command and Conquer eat
your heart out) only with more stats and less umm
ing bifs. Then we will be releasing @ Doom

spective racing Kart game and Speris Legacy 5

mate the Amiga. | think it

wil have a successful
Christmas. Parents, especially, will go for it because
you can do more than just play games on

What are your favourite games of all time?
1U: Mine’s got o be the Chrono Trigger

AJ: Mario definifely because no one can fouch it -
there are just so many tiny details that enhonce
the playabilty that are usually ignored

M: I'd say Monkey isiand

PBB: Speedball 2 - It's not fechnically amazing but
it has briliant playabiity

J5: 1| really admire Gloom because of all the
technical specifications and routines - people said
Doom couldn't be done of the Amiga. and it has

Thank you for your fime.

01722 416074.

The Binar

success of their
-oming
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preview

You could very easily mistake this for
GGWCC as there isn't a single noticeable
differonc

When batting, holding the
longer wil

tead of the comps
Sasominy fhrco s pou oo

omatically

raham Gooch’s World Class Cricket has
been around for many years now - only
occasionally did it spawn the odd data
disk now and again. Having said tha, it
sfil holds the crown for the best cricket

game - even now.
It's just about the right time for Audiogenic to
release a sequel - not a data disk, but @ proper

sequel - that has all the old bugs roned out,
refreshed graphics, and a new challenge. Well,

it looks like cricket fans from all over the coun-

ry are in for a freat as Audiogenic step backin

1o the spotlight and infroduce Cricket ‘95,

Anyone who's played GGWCC will know
exactly what was wrong with I I've heard many
grievances about low’s, fielding errors and blind
wicket keepers, but will Cricket *95 fine fune these
problems. wipe fhem, or even change them so
much that a mutated version of GGWCC wil
undoubtedly emerge?

At first glance the only differences are the sight
worn patches around the ground and even on fhe
side of the pitch. Other than these, there’s not much
change. It's when you finlly get in to the actual
physcal D\cymg of the game that you'llfind yourself
sayhg h, that's befter” or even “That's a nice
touch.

The first main difference | noticed was that the
shofs were played differently. In GGWCC while bat-
fing. holding down the fire button on the joystick
would instantly send your ball over or near the

The filding has been twesked enormous

You can select which wicket
you wish to throw the ball to
via the rather unsightly arrow

By Andy Maddock

boundary, and this obviously
became the only way of scoring
runs. However, holding down and fire now sends
your ball hurting high in the air with a 50-60 chance.
of either sendiing the ball swiftly to the boundary o
more unfortunately, landing comfortably in a &
fielder's hands.

Another feature that certainly took me a whie fo
getfo grips with s the fact that every fime you want
your batsmen to run, you have to press fire. This
comes in handy if you quickly change your mind or
want fo stop the fielder running again, like they
always used fo. It also comes In very useful for
preventing those unavoidable wickefs that the &
computer often Ikes o help with.

The waggling aspect of the joystick s sil there to |
control spin, swing, power and speed, and gladly.
the infenstty sfl remains the same - although the fast
bowlers now seem 1o inject some impact on fhe.
game and bow faster and far more accurately.

A new feature that will aimost certainly please a
ot of people is the fact you can now take complete
control over all your outfield players via a highiigh-
ted star around the feet of the selected fielder. This
allows you fo decide where to run, he quickest way,
1o get there, and which wicket o throw the bal fol

All these changes gradually become more
effective and noficeable as the game goes on.
Hopefull, before If's released we'll see even more.
Audiogenic’s Cricket '95 is undoubtedly shaping up
1o be a big hit,
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the best performance
m your Workbench. This month well
roblen areas with your software.
s a picture not a picure? Quite
might receie a il that s labelld
2y, an IFF picture. However, when you
load thatfl into your copy of Delue
. for insiance, DPaint comes up with @
e saying there i 2 problem with the

are fortunate that our

ke for granted, but PC
ers woukd give thei right am
iy, Bascaly,the way most software on
e Amiga worts s 10 ook at any header
mation fo the fle. PC software just
s o examine the fl extension and i
e fle doesnt confor 1o the expected; just
ves an error message. The same applies f
e 2 problem with the body of the fle

50 0ur first attemp should be to check
the fles actualy a picture. One of the
easist ways of doing i is 1o use an image

they can foad using a universa loade,
0ty toload it in there

Quite often you wil then see ADPro for
imagefX]then saying: Now loading a GIF
i’ or something simiar, fthats i there s
101, then hurrah. all you then need do s
save out the fle as an IFF, converting it
down 10 256 colours, or HAMI tis 2 245t
format file, fst and oad it back into DPaint
however, nether ADPYO nor mageX (or
atever image processor you have) wil
fad th fle then perhaps i s not a icture
ateral

Ournextstep i a bit tecchie, but aimost
cerainly necessary, o determine what our
fie actuall s. We are going to ook at the
fle at it level, using a hex reader. If youve
got DOpus, then you've got a hex reader.

means that 20 in hex:
doesn't mean 20, it means 32 in
normal decimal notation. Confusing
huh? See if you can figure out what
ACis in normal decimal notation.

0o U 2L 51V

Problems,
problems

What to do if something isn't worksing
torrectly and you don't know how to fi it

Oops! Can't oad that fie into DPaint. 1 thought it was an IFF file.

eifthe

DOpus wil also display any fle it can' find a
match for in the defined casses s a hex i
s01f you donit have a button defined for
e reading you can aways fust double-cick
s aso has the added
Opus o check

onthe
advantage of alo

through all it defined classes i
Anyway, youll probably find yoursel
staring at a text disply spitinto two haives.

there will be nomal ASCl characters. The:
mostimportant bit s fight a the tat of he
file. I you can see the characters 45 the fie
is an Lha archive, GIFE7" or GIF89a’ means
the fle s a GF picture f o some
descripton, and a fl withthe ettrs FORM
atthe start of it will be an IF fl of one sort

the same as th restofthe i, just plin o1
e

There are a couple of programs avalable
for the Amiga to make ths sort of job easier,
butthey both need a certain amount of
configuraton on the partof the user
MegaView uses the Whals ibrary to
determine a fil's type and then proceeds
based on the definiion stored. ClassAction
which we put on the CoverDisk a couple of
months agol does pretty much the same
thing, only without neecing the Whatls
ibrary. Check them both 0ut o see which

but

On the et there willbe
hexadecimal numbers, and on the right

dealing with flsin a ess automaic fashion.

Double-clicking on a
il in Diroctory Opus
ton rov. tuat

1995
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orporate presentation, TV

e o e g g = = Amiga 3D Part 7
e

risers and animators aik

In the wacky world of advertising,

- -
lines are everything. As a
nsequence, understanding how to
te stylish affects with the minimum
fort s essentil. During this and the

B B g ccty whats requrea or ot
3 and effective design. 4 f

sy s UL AUStin erplains the easy way to
e th camerado the ard work on your ; i
cinecmes o veraover o quality tamera angles plus the finer
by th various sleménis ppear 0 0om

I from all manner of angles and points of the flying logo

directions. In fact, the majority are often

siding into position along simple straight  followed by the letters IDG and the word  camera pan there's a brief pause prior to During all o this the bevel bars exit
moion pths whie the camera creales  meda which gide n flom right 0 eft.  the emblem exiing in a everse stacking  fom ront (0 back n a smiar stacing
the ilusion of frenetic actviy. The camera then pans from left to motion, providing foom for the word move. The end result is @ loop which
n our shameless example of Corporate right as the I0G emblem qoes fiying media to ext right to let folowed starts and ends on a black screen. Total
flag waving, the bevel bars appear to iy overhead and stacks nto position by the IDG lettering exiting left to running time: nine seconds or 22

frames

The flyby

Once happy with the basic camera

on-screen from left to right, closely alongside the lettering. At the end of the

ding blocks

The first step in any commission is to break  nothing is visble. The next s the ntro end key,
the animation down on paper - prior to any  where according to your plan all the elements
design work. Think about it in terms of inio,  should be their proper place, and the third is
hold and outro - if applicable. From that the final camera rest position prior o the
standpoint you'l have a faidy accurate guide  outr.

e o yaive got o exh element . Once you have thse vee keys, ke a : e the 2
you don't have a solid plan beforehand, preview and check the various camera intro end positions. This should
{ uarantee you'iash way oo pskad i e lock the ogo in paiton duing the

main_ display Fechion of e
animation.
Now go to the

much time on certain elements may be necessary to add additional
which will eat into the design keys to he action in fram
adversely affect others, and during the sequence. Remember
eventually end in cut comers and it important o keep the number
a patchy, if not poor, producton. of key frames to an absolute
The next step is to design the minimum, In this example four were
basic camera motion. Assuming you used. Under no crcumstances attempt
have the logo and any other elements any animation of the logo iseif unil these
loaded up, amange them n their final display  basic camera positons are se
posidon. If you'e after a looping anim ke this During the it part o th preview the
one you have three allimportant frames to  camera may fiy through the o
define in mind they'e likely to be offscreen at
The first o these is the offscreen key where  stage in th finished production

last frame in the

Make a full preview and you
should have the basic intro held

tips regarding logo design.
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REPAIRS

WHILE-U-WAIT j?:.':.s:\; 4
COMPUTERS & MONITORS
Attention Dealers NEW LOW FIXED PRICE
Ring/Fax Now for best trade prices and terms A500A zggo + & A1200

on Repairs, Spares, Floppy Drives, Hard Drives,
CD Rom Drives and Memory Upgrades.

FAST TURN AROUND.
90 DAYS WARRANTY ON ALL REPAIRS.
20 EXTRA CHARGE FOR WHILE-U-WAIT SERVICE ¢ 'S
\CH WAY

COUIIER CHARGES £6.00 + VAT EAC

ACCELERATORS | 2.5" HARD DRIVES | | 3.5 HARD DRIvES
FOR A1200 FOR AG0DIA1200 Call for
anvor |l 52 =l peet

Best e i
. 25" IDE cable + software e m

Prices 2.5" IDE Cable + Software £9.95

Liia

MEMORY UPGRADES
Upgrade to 1 Meg Upsgrade to 1 Meg

Upgrade to 1.5 Meg| | Upgrade to 2 Meg.
A500+g———" g "
A 6 0 o | Upgrade to 2 Meg | | Upsrade to 1 Mes |
SN p—

£49.00 £109.00 £165.00 £279.00
GENLOCKS | AMITAR 50

QUAD SPEED

fol i INCLUDING SQUIRREL
p|¢'a?;n .';2}'. SCSI INTERFACE 6249.’5 ke

l Now AI200 withot Hard Dive ... £999.95  A1900 with 510Mp........... ...9549.95‘

INTERNAL FLOPPY DRIVES I

IAS00 o T £29.95  A6OO/A1200............ £34.95

%ﬂﬂlmli = AI1200 with 340Mb....................£449.95  *Call for more good deals

ANALOG " Analogic Computers (UK) Ltd ~ Open Mon-ri 5.00am - 630pm, Sat 9.00am - 5.00pm
ANALOGIC yyit g, ashway centre, Emcrescent. 12N 0181 546 9575
ANALOGIC llngsun Upon Thames, Surrey KT2 6HH  Fax: 0181 541 4671

4 Pkt ol )

* * + VAT for courer




Hidden identit

Paul Dueraa shows an easy way to identify

atatypes, which were
introduced with Workbench
3.0, provide a way for an
‘application's program to both
data

the general charateristic

s of a file

recogrise and
il formats without having to lear all
the messy details about how the data in
the fils is tored. The datatypes fibrary.
implementation is ‘object oriented’ and
it based on the BOOPSrelated ideas of
Intution.

In'short, a datatype can be regarded
as a program that hides the fileformat
details. An application can open the.
iny library, pass a flename to it

d ask whether it recognises the
{omat. The datay
atthe file consults it st of instaed
datatypes, and then comes back either

es libary has a look
&g

[ e e

Gticntten Logth of cmpariamn susk

aPd Unused (must be 0)
o s s
dth priority Priority
st ittt T

Figure 1
s successful, a pointer to a Datatype
structure will be obtained and the

a

with a suitable block of
e file, or @ ‘ot recognised' indicator.

METHODS

Once a file datatype has been
Identified there are various other
datatype lbrary functions that can be
used for reading/using the fle and
dentifying the various ‘methods’ i
associated functions) that can be used
with that datatype.

For the purpose of this month's
‘example, however, we are setting our
sights just on using the datatypes library
to memwy the general characterstics of a

ind well do it using two
s ot B

0 a block of information containing
these fields shown in igure |
Al be doing is printing the.

dth_Name field to provide a general
description of the datatype. This may.
seem a relatively simple task but there
are sil quite 2 number of operations
which need to be performed. Ive
marked each of the main steps taken
by the program in this month’ source

code and many operations, opening
libraries, printing text messages using
the WRITEDOS macro and the amiga.ib
print(} function etc., il be familiar
from previous instaiments. There

for
deails). f the call to OmamDalaTypeAU

are, however, one o two other areas
some

explanation.

Collecting the command
ine argument

When a program is started via the Shell register, a0 will be pointing to
the start of the command line arguments and O will be holding the asso-
cistad characte cour. The example program, dec_test Wil expect o fle-
athe 15 be proviled a0 X nesca s St of Ui template.

somefilename. What is needed th l00p to copy the filename argu-
ment, and for safety (in case a user wrongry provides more than one
argument) I'm using the following loop that copies the argument to a
buffer but exits immediately if a space separator is found (since this.
would indicate that two or more arguments were provided):

Locking and

dn ol
nuveq
LTS
by
noveg
nove. |
wew M1 oo attributes
QLSS btaiatalyped, dataTyes
el ddtates
bos ot ws o
dtfond sl a0

ol dtn i) 0
wved Gl First field i
datatype description

e format
_orintf
Ml W st skt
resove arguannts

Listing 1: Part of the datatype identification code

In order to use the ObtainDataTypeA() functon it is
necessary to have a lock on the file. This is
achieved using the dos Lock() function and it is
important that a shareable lock (i.e. an
ACCESS_READ lock) is asked for because the
ataypes orary vl ibsecuenty i need 1 bo
able {0 read from the

Gocs 1 fook 1 avaials o call o Obiai
DataTypeA() can be made and the datatype header
structure address obtained from the returned
datatype pointer. The contents of the firs longword
of the header structure can be used as part of a
print() cal to output he datatype's general name.

The code for the above steps is shown in sting 1
but you wil, of course, find the complate source on
the CoverDisk. Don't forget, incidentally, that
because the example s using the print() functio, it
will need to be finked with the amiga. i brary using
this sortof command ine

blink dec_test.e o de test

Ubrary anfsa. it

Running the program is easy: Just open a Shell
window and type dec._test followed by a space and
then the pathfilename of the file you wish to exam-
ine. Try using the example code to identify IFF pic-
ture files, sound samples, other text files and o on

but, as you run i, do bear one thing in mind —
my code that’s oing all the hard Teilcaton o
it the datatypes liorary!

fusction: dbtaimhataType
e e Bty o ot 3 e

dt = thtaintataTyped(type, hondle, attributes)
@ ) ) Wt

gt data..type for files this shauld
be MST_ALLE

handle for files this should
be 4 BPTR Lock

attribates nust be NOLL ot present
Return vl : et bt

AR 1f vt

cton st
et ek ki b 1 st

telessenataTypetdt)
0

It t pinter to
st

Return value: nane

Amig.

Computing|
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The Storage and System Design Specialists

Tel +44 01525 211327

Multimedia PowerSIatlon options for all Amigas
PowerStation Specifications:
20

Rave reviews in all Magazines

PowerStation pack Prices TS | PowerStation Case Prices
Includes 2 x SCSI CDRom + Squirrel | includes I Audio & SCS Cables
Stereo speaker version £32095 N ‘ Stereo speaker version

Desktop version s (lf Desidop version co0.95
Tower version ] Tower version co095
O i R e

The Greatest Drive since the
Model T Ford

Wellthe wait is over and the future has arrived in the
shape of the new Panasonic PD System SCS| Optical
drive. This unit is a Hybrid 650Mb, Quad speed CD-
ROM and Optical ReadWiite system. (Yes, you did
read that correctly).

Now you can read all of your favourite CD Titles at
over 600K per second ant sing the low cost
650Mb cartridges you have 650Mb of storage space
always on line just like a conventional hard drive.

!Limited Supply! [B®)%
Internal Drive Unit ¢} £599.95 inc. VAT

650Mb Cartridge /7™ £49.95 inc. VAT
External Case d’i £59.95 inc. VAT

M Range Monitors |

“The new Samsung "M Rangs moniors as anly for
e seous Amigsuter They work el s the
oquency range imigas 50 you need fo run
I Bout P ode, bt sy th bes you
Wil e from the largost monior maer i the workd

5" does not support DBLPal
15" Gle ..£320.95, 15" Gl ..£399.95

Samsung New

17°supports DBLPal
17" Gli ..£649.95, 17" Glsi .£749.95
P&P £1250

Soon to be made in the UK

HiQ STAR DRIVE BUYS

A1200 420Mb IDE
Only £124.95

A1200 540Mb IDE
Only £139.95

A1200 850Mb IDE
Only £189.95
Al drives formatted, and Magic Workbench plus PD
‘Software instald. Free fiting for personal callers
A1200 Cable Pack £20
Past & Packng &7 (CiyLink)
SCSI 3.5” Drives

Quantum 540Mb FireBall £179.95

Quantum 840Mb Trailblazer ~ £229.95

Micropolis 2.1Gb AV drive  £769.95
COMING VERY SOON

Full blown S-Video qualiy digital Video
Recording, Editing and Playback system for
PowerStation users only.

Features:-

« Digital SVHS / Comp recording.

+ Encoded SVHS / Comp Video Output

« Ful Digital Video Editing software includes
many high quality DVE effects

Upgrades Processing power.

16 bit Audio recording and Playback.

Includes Mpeg playbac facily.

Mpeg fle creation software included.

1024 x 768 16 bit colour display.

Add Panasonic PD dive for instant studio.

Prices from approximately £1,500

Hi-Fi quality active stereo speakers

(Suits all Amigas)

Quad Sp
Q.15 Quad Speed the Future? »  *
AN

Qulstheextra speeduseul?

SCSl Interface

..o

Q. Wit about very igh qulllly Vi
A Yes, 15 minutes 1unsoknlsm7u minutes.
@ What do i know -owr

5. Excellent Bass response

Price only £39.95 res t700

A

All Prlces include VAT

HiQ Ltd, Gable End, 2 The Square, Hockliffe, Bedfordshire LU7 9NB.
EMail address:- Compuserve 100432,711

Tel 01525 211327

Fax 01525 211328

_—




eep it natural

If natural backdrops fill you with dread,
5teue White shows how treating realistic
backdrops need not be a nightmare anymore

n last months article |
defined the different

build a suitable palette. This month | wil
be demonstrating how you can create
natural backdrops - both cartoon and
realistic without spending hours at the.
keyboard

‘As mentioned before, there are two
types of natural backdrop and both have
good and bad points. The realistic

backdrop provides exactly that - reaiism,

of the time required for realistic
backdrops.

‘Although the type of backdrop
depends on the style of design. it is
probably a wiser decision to opt for the
cartoon style unti you feel experienced
enough to tackle realsic backart

Finally, as the sea and sky are the
most dreaded of backdrops, it s these |

hall

Although cartoon backdrops use fewer colours, the

the lighter they appear. This s referred to
s u,@ g a5y el 4
effec D image.

P ynL b - spread
of colours using the Spread tool] ~the
amount depending on the number of
layers - and fil the different layers with
the colours in the spread, beginning at
the darkest and ending with the lightest.
Asa final addition, the sea s touched-up

shall

the cartoon sty frst.
easonable cartoon-tyle sky you
will need, at maximum, four colours from
your palette and for the sea, six. The
object s not to try and get as
detal in the backdrop as possible but to
break it up into blocks of colour that
simplify the image while maintaining its
Identi

In the sky and sea image shown on
this page you can see that athough

Don’t go
spare

Good advice to any budding artist is

there s it detailin the sky, the overall
effect works well. One reason is that the
eye concentrates on the foreground -

with white lecks demonstrating the.
crests of waves and shoreline. You can
also use the blues used for the sea to
blend in the white.

technique to use here is colour hazing, If
you look out over a scene you shoul
notice that the further away objects are,

the paim tree -
out of focus, blurring it s a result.

other s that the backdrop and
foreground images have been designed
in the same style - that s using fewer
colours and reducing the amount of
detal as a result

GRADIENT EFFECTS

ca s simply il area using a
gradien il Gradient efectsare
excelnt for fling large open aras n 2
smoo ransion f o o’y
asthis

for a smooth transiton is S

The gradient tool allows you to speciy
arange of colours, in this case light to
dark blue. and aler the dithering
between colours. Using the vertical fil
option, al thats required is a click of the
Mouse and you've got.a perfectly
presentable seascape. The transition is &
coarse one but it works

The final affectin the images the
mountains and hils. An important

Gradiont fils allow you to il arge are:

s with a
eonaion of colgs with ifora Wivring Sort5g

Realistc backdrops are the exact opposite of cartoon backdrops in that they require
oth transitions (spreads], lots of colours, and intricate detail. However, most
competent paint packages incude tool for designing realisti backdrops

One of the most useful tools for creating a reaworid feel to 2D designs s to use
pixel blending or anti-liasing. Ant-aliasing takes the colour you are currently drawing
with and blends i with the colour you are painting on. I you had a black background
and painted white onto it the ant-aliasing would automatically add a grey pixel
between the black and white.

The result ofths i to eliminate jaggies ~ the blocky effect leary visble when a low-
colour palette is used. If you design your backdrop elements on the spare page you
can simply grab them as brushes and paint them onto the main image with the ant:
alasing enabled. If you work from the back to the front [good advice when designing
any picture], antiliasing willlook effective as well as saving hours of painstaking
work

Brlance, especiay hs 3 wide selecton ol ling tos which can add 3

ffuss

s a fo s month, Next month | wilbe ging a reakdown et
futurisic ity scene | designed, as well as demonsirating other useful paint package
s

[l
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Emplant can be used with any accelerated Zorro based Amiga. With Maciniosh and PC emulation

Macintosh® Emulation Moduie
Al ganer! Macitosh with (e spaed dependontupon your processor.

MAC o An A400
‘Supportfor up o 16 colous (non-AGA), 256 colours (AGA) o up 10 24 i colours using
Pcco

{ANY Amial The bl Escom

il iy you Amia 5 10
et aparasng sy 0531 1 more
-mm-m n«.., ore letures and s becomng

many g end ppicatins.
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PICASSO 1 isthe lsading raphis cad for any Zorto bassd Amiga. The Warkbarh
resolutions up fo
TRoo1380 crooss colos depbe naketng HiGaur 1y are T Gtour 54 .
“Chip RAM limitations® and an in-bult Amiga video pass-through makes Picasso Il the best
value graphics card around!

=

Includes TVPaint Junior, MainActor, Viewers etc.

AMEGA

ot

T ier 25 e 65030, St bace oo
8382 co-pro, Kicstat remapp

er1ass
sisss

1PER 28 MK Il + 440 RAM 25435
VIPER 28 MK 1 + M RAM sam0s5
VIPER 28 MK I + 16D RAM csi935

T er 50 iz a5, Sty ack cock
68882 co-pro, Kickstat remapp

VIPER 26 MK 1l Bare
VIPER 26 MK .+ 2.

Word Constructon Set is a 3.D terain modeling

medi, commercial o sl appicatons, o
fortu

Key-ramed animation. coour-mapping, unim
stom conrol, neracte

WHCS roquiros 08 204 o reatr, 4 Mo RAM (8
ocommended). Both 68030 and ‘040 optim

[Ploaseol Slanderd, [POWER CD ROM A600 Inc. Squirrel  £194.95
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ve been racking my brains over
Jast couple of months rying to come
up with something a ite special for

this issue. | wanted to provide
ething that was going to be of real
practical value and the topic fve come up
i s this - an incredibly easy way of using
ASL il requester from within your ARexx
cripts when running an Release 2+-based

n ARex# callable .

machines [of course, WorkBench 3 users can
ai50 use the AmigaDOS RequestFile
command)

What was needed, of course, was a
function fibrary that provides an interface
between the Execstyle ASL system ibrary and
ARexx tsef. To be honest | couldn't find one,
0 the solution was o sit down and write my
own. The good news s that, having now
completed the necessary coding, | can now.

e you both the lbrary and an explanation
how it s us

e liorary s called the ‘arexx_as. ibrary
and like any other Amiga lirary, it needs o
be n your LBS: direcory (normaly assigned |
to the Workbenchibs drawer in order to
found by the system, The first thing you
should do then s copy the library from the
cover disk to the appropriate LIBS: drawer. For
the function fibrary to be accessible to ARexx.
tmust also be added to an internally
maintained ARexx ibrary s, This can only be
done while ARexx s up and running and it

needs to be repeated every time ARexx is
restarted. The easlest way of doing this is to
use the AddLibl| function in your scripts. The.
parameters expected by AddLib( are the
Jibrary name, a priority value (usually 0], 2
negative offset value which [ talk about later

And just to prove it wor
A g v o ASL e equost

wiitien ke this

§hout 1L farens_ast.Library ')

hen do

prd g jetsion nusbek - el AddLiblarens_ast.Library' 0,
Itis normally best to check whether a 0,0

Jibrary is aready in the lirary s or not nd

before attempting to add it and, this being 50

the code for adding the ibrary is usually and from this point on the library would be

1+ dretestren

ol Library')

1 oL, arenn
thes 4o

say 'adding arens sl Lbary
ol AR Carecs

numul‘

s e

w that even though an ARexx function

o4,

" you con of course do shateser you wiat with the filemane st 4

des the
the it

ding rel Skl
Al such library routines
ich effectively represent so

v ix bytes long and the

24, namely 30.

hence
ame thing 5o that the magic

value representing the arexx

the avaiab

ary function vect

abie for real ibrary function

25 orary's query function

e Ao axample

|y

slory!

potentially available to the scrpt.

the arex_asl lbrary s in place the
ASL requester use issues are very €asy
indeed to understand. The libary provides a
single SelectFie(] function which allows you
toincorporate the as library file requester
using a statement ke thi:

filemaesssetectiile)
When ths ne is encountered the 25
requester appears and. providing the
userslect the requet
name of the
the ARexx var

g, In other words, only
jons ever get back {0 the ARexx

And that's basicaly all there s 10 it~ the
underlying library code handies all the
complicated stuff completely transparently.
50 the benefit,as far as the ARexx user is
concerned, is that it becomes possible to
bring up and use the asl requester via &
single line of ARexx code.

What we need now s a runable
example and you can find this in lsing |
Al Tm doing in this script s collecting
filename and printing t back at the Shell
window, Neediess t0 52y, once youve
collected a filename as an ARexx string
you can of course do whatever you want
with it
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HHEHH
Asl file requester . o’

IF you'we been
looking for an
pasy way of
using a file
requester in
your ARexk
stripts then
Paul Dueraa
has the ideal
solution
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Ithough the Amiga tsef has been in
suspended animation since last year,
the warld of the Amiga has been

growing daily, and nowhere more 5o than or
the Internet. On the Web alone there are more

e
‘Amiga-based sits than there are BBSs, and more
information than you could fitin 100 bools.

My paricular favourites are The Eric Schwartz
Web Page, which has been set up and
maintained by Mark RigbyJones who presenty
tesides at Keble College. Oxford. The pages
contain The Eric Schwartz Animation List which
s information on virtually al of Eric Schwartzs
animations. For each animation &t gives the year
of creation, a brief description, system and
memory requirements, file szes, running time,
and direct downloading finks from three Aminet

Amiga (omputing
lWeb directory

sies. Bah biah, yaca, yada. Its great and Its
waiting there on the Internet for you to
download! Then there’s Dark Unicorn
PO S e s 1o o e
i

pages tha exit at present on the Web. Thisis s
accurate s | could get a the time of going to
press, but of course the Web being wha t i,
some of the sites will have gone offine and

ety get within the scope of
this page t0 a fulkish ditectory of al the Amiga

of personal home pages which are not really
worth a visit. But after all this, here is the
definiive s

Dark Unicorn Productions
‘Amiga Shareware Games, demos, previews,
and info

ARexxGuide [Amiga Rexx] Copyright ©
1993,1994 Robin Evans
ARexxGuide is a complete ARexx reference
With tutorals and dozens of readyouse:
examples

/oo hakcyon Com/robin/www/arexsgu
ide/main humi

‘The MOD Page
ot s &

itp:// . eskimo. Pt il

The Amiga bookmark list

Christian Bauer

Author of Frodo, a C64 emulator and
Shapeshifer, a Mac emuator.

U/ /vovow unimaing. de/~bauec002/

Dean
Author of ImageStudio and TextureStudio
two weldone image manipulation
programs

itp://wwow.ee.ucl ac.uk/-adean/

hitp://www.demon.co.uk/amigacomp/

Rainbow of Chaos
An onvine art galery featuring works by Amiga
arists.

Eric Schwartz Michael Fischer
Des i One of the original developers of Amiga
i ing the Mosaic.
humi and Hawal ). Focuses are:
Japanese Animation, Role Playing Games
Amiga Computing ge Engi
Ooh ook, it ust by

iga FAQ
e e
Ignaz Keller

Simon Edwards
hitp://minyos xx.rmit edu.au/~s9407349/

Q_to

Viking Computers - UK

English

Amiga Mailing Lists

fware and mulimeda peripherals
Specialts in support.

‘and other speciased info delivered reguiarly
and automaticaly to you via email
il

Netrek

Trog's guide to p
space combat g

hitp:/ /. :ycev e TCave/AmiTek i

yer, networked,

Plami
Project aimed at porting the Hot Java Web
browser to the Amiga.

Render-Cam Images
Behindhescenes tour of a 3D Computer

HENSA/micros Amiga Section
Another nice Amiga fle archive s in the UK.

hotjava.htmi

NewTek

p.
are featured. Alo, LightWave, the NewTek
animation system developed on the Amiga
hitp:/Awwwcrt com/~rc/rc hem

Thor
A news/mail/BBS reader for the Amiga.

amigados humi

A
The Amiga IOPS Project s designed to provide
afully Intemet.complant TCP/P stack for the:
Amiga. (Good luck. boys!)

Village Tronic’s Picasso board
The Picaso s a Zotoll graphics card providing
modes up o 1600x1200 and depths up to 24

aip_home himi

Atynx
ASCIWetBrowser for AMTTCP ported by P
Marquardt.

Amiga Mosaic
Mosaic cient for Amiga platform (developed at
sunysb)

berlin.mpg de/amiga/alyn RAW.

The leading Amiga scene ezine. (it says
The AMOS Web Site here
Asource for d products

The Video Toaster,
Video Toaster Fyer and LightWave 3D.
itp://wwew newtek.com/

Supra
Makers of modems and Amiga peripherals.
itp:/Awww: supra.com/

Amiga Report Magazine
The latest news in reakime hypertext or
‘downloadable AmigaGuide docs
hitp://www omnipresence.com/Amiga/News
ARIMainPage. I
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RENDALE
GENLOCKS

DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURER

All our Genlocks feature: PRICES:
® Fade Amiga graphics Composite standard video Genlock:
@ Crossfade between Amiga - Video RepdalSsmoln 149.00

: 2 iy Super-VHS Genloc
® Amiga preview monitor facility Rendale 9402,

©® Amiga only, video only, overlay and Titling Packages:

Scala HT100.. £49.00
(g moces Chroma DTV Toolkit (Vol.1) £29.99
@ Full instruction manuals Eaﬁzk%«ﬁzng ;"BE"O’”‘E iding package with a genlock
® Designed and manufactured in ReocTec Rockey (fuly testod) :
the UK Prices include VAT and Delivery

Marcam Ltd, 62 Tenter Road, Moulton Park, Northampton, ENGLAND NN3 6AX

Tel: 01604 790466 Fax: 01604 647403
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newone. l rercioramppliel, 5 L 102009 i, Epson LQIOD, O 183/3%. Backbot
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e T an 4s o
ar 3
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Kay, last month w
to make a pongype game
wasnitit Yes,

give me that sulky Tt was al ig
Now this month well be tacking anothe
favourite arcade problem. Defender, that old
Willams’ classic, had a space ship i it which
responded to joystck commands and flipped
horizontally from et to right and went up and
Sounds smple right? Not necessariy.

You have the problem of geting Amos (o
eact o joystck commands which, depending
on the version of AmOs you are running, s
either easy or hard. EASY AMOS is lacking some:
of the quick plug and play-type joystick
commands, but s easy enough to get by that
with a bit of judicious twidding. Fipping the
sprtei easy too, but it again depends on your
version of Amos

Okay, ' start by teling you h
in regular and professional Amos

Firstly we credit ourselves, in this case me,
and then open a 320 by 256 pixellow
resolution screen, Then we tum off the flashing
colour, hide the mouse pointer, and tum thes
fashing cursor of. inally, we clear the screen.
This is a standard program start

w to do this

o it
Rem *+* by Phil Sout

Screen Open 0,320 7561600
Flash Off Hide : Curs Off Cls 0

Alterthe usual credit and screen stuff, we must
create our test sprie. We do this by grabbing a
simple shape drawn on the screen. The shape

Ive chosen i one which has aleftand right to
it~ a small rectangle with a point on .
added a it biack rectangle to imitate a
indow in the space ship, s it were. These are
simple graphics but they wil give you an idea

of which direction the srie i pointing:

Plygan 0,0 10 30,0 0 355 1o 30,10 To 0,0
10k ¢ Bar 30,2 To 35,

kb A T S e

B s 05 T &6 T 3,10 5,070
IO : 8 0,2 To 5,4

et Bob 2,0,0 10 3,11 : ¢

Draw a polygon in the defauit colour - white
- and then draw the bar which is colour 0,
black. Then we grab the sprite from the screen,
being careful o leave 3 one:

lefend
yourself

the main
o fo the backareumd

jor

1 Jefe(1) Thes 1
1 JHEMED Thon

Herte

In this case, i the joystick s pointng left or
right the sprite image is aered to ft the
direction, and the X co-ordinate i increme
and decremented by 2. [Note: to
sprite move faster make it 3, Th
sprie back and forth

Simiarly, these nextines check to see I there
are any up or down movements of the joysick
¥ coordinate. Obviously, i

e botiom o the sprit, because for some
reason Get Bob wil aways grab one pixe less
than you ask it o in each direction. You could,
of course, substiute your own spiites drawn in
DPaint or something, but make sure they
occupy siot 1 and 2 in your sprite bank, with
image 1 facing right and image 2 facing left

Ok, a it bit of stardust i required to
make the screen less than a complete blank
area of space:

for 230 To 50
I8k 2 ¢ Plot RadC320), d256)
nat 2

Now down to the meat and potatoes. Set
Double Buffering to smooth the movement
around the screen, then set the inial positon
of the sprite and the firt image you want it to
have, 501 100 pixels across, 100 down, and it

you wanted o the
ship went up and down, i the manner of
something fike RType, then you could do the
folowing

1 1140 Th
it

it e T

Then you can check to see i the sprie s
reaching the edge of the screen. f it touches
the visible edges you make sure the coordinate.
stays at that number, o it doesn't move any
further of the screen. (Note: you could aiso
fimitthe player to a certain area of the screen
10 make it harder to avoid certain obstadies |

Bob 10,111
it bt

Loy

WS iy,

nally, you end the main loop by printing the.
Bobto the screen at the right ocaton after all
the calculations, and voild. There itis, the basic
engine for making a space shp scrollaround
the screen and fi directions. Okay, 50 now all
you have to do i draw the sprite, do a neat bit
of dual layfeld scroling fo the ground
animate the aliens, and sample some cool
sound effcts, but other than that you e sorted.
m joking of course.) 1 il be showing you

how to do dual playfied scrofing in @ month or
So watch out for that.

The only real change to this program if you
ing Easy AMOS i, of cours, the joystck
movements are not scanned for in the same
You use the JOY function, with JOY{1j=1
Jobing for the JLEFTI1) and JRIGHTI1

The dire

Write stuff

if you have any other Amos programs or
queries about Amos, then please wiite to the
usual address, which is: Phil South, Amos
Column, Amiga Computing, Media House,
~Adington Park. Macclesfield SK10 4NP.

lease send routines on an Amiga disk with
otes on how the program works on paper,
ot as text iles on the disk. Make the routines
short enough to appear In print .e. no more
than about 3040 fines of code, and if possible
make them use no exteral graphic, or if they
can' be used without them then be sure to
provide them on the disk in native IFF forma,
and the same goes for sound files. Follow.
these guidelines to the letter and you'll be
certain of making me a happy bunny if
nothing else
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Phil South
shows you
how to
emulate more
theesy old
arcade game
techniques



The largest and most highly praised collection of high
quality DTP & DTV PD & Shareware in AMIGA history!

CD title in existence and sadly, th b hove as much dt 0 a3 posible and (0 el
adv selin

We have seen almost eve
d as mi

with the quality” The may
them, the end use
vads of badly orga

h proportion
tile dissapointed, the user then looks

ly daplicled many times) axd o way of
di application. just to see what fonts
& missing and/or comupt file

\on his hinds. e has hundreds of for
at The poor end user, is then literally forced into loading every in

N ot 1 ot aset b enough. he then, quit possibly.discovers that most ofthe
< he ne

We ge feel th Hhmmmn Citation
big claim you say? Well, here’s a

Some of these to called CD developers even get away with "shoveling” duta rom thei
gt wm, but why bore .m\\«Hh\wmﬂhw‘ you already know
ndard on which all data CDs on the Amiga will be ju
nised

rofessional” We could go on and o

stinks and we at EMC are aiming (0 s

e io Wikl el on he £ MC i and how the data i org

e, and e o designedfo s plafon compucr U This means that you won

of foni, lipurt & image daty,esch of e ain...IFF for

preview icon o SEE the font! Thuh;uu .Mwm directories have
ilenames) Purchasers of the

Firsly, these CDs are aimed directly at Amig
Toidel with PC fles tha you cannot use! To aid n th rapid locatio
Serens TorEVERY fot fogrless f s lormat) you simply lckon
e o B Shraioris nciode ol TEF preview humbinlindex sreens (and also descript
e L o e ook Publihed cxpecial or e EMC CD Cotaain o inious
The RRP price for each CD is £24.99 + £1.00 UK pp

For First class recorded Airmail... Europe add £4.00 pp & Rest of World add £6.00 pp

The second disk - EMC PHASE 2 - will be released on...Monday 6th November 1995

RELEASE DATE:

E.M.Cowrurercraric's ll EMC-PHASE 2 oth November 1985

PD/Chmewnre Libary €V Collection
FONTS _ Adobe Type1 EMC volumee 17, 27,29 £ 7
i postacrpt & e fies) EMC volumes 25, 726,30.3
s 46 8.46 o 71 Imagine Sotabl Type 1 Fonts
CLIPART ru cores s
IFF Alphabel(4) Borders(16), BUIINGs(B). Car\ocv\sn?)  Somper(). Education(s)
Electric(6), Food(90), History(5), Natural(59), Space iFi(3)
Fruit, World Maps (of every country on Earth!) Smps Vegstabios
Arrows & Stars, Borders, Buiidings, Clipar, Office, OtherStuff, Photo, Transport.
Animals, Cartoons, Food, OtherStuff, People, Plants, Sports, TheArts, Transport,

IMAGES 7 1625 st

America, Batylons, Bids, BorsV, Brtan L‘gs Eg, EQuest, Faraus Peope, Gt

Kl Wiy, NefiBroed anoamas Focple ScF Tornate Toxtures, Star Trek
Y onos.Wideata, Woric. Worid People and over 70 megabytes of 736 x

NG),
£05 Video Backdrops n [FF 16,8 556 olour forma

EMC-PHASE 1 A48 oV il EMC-PHASE 3 5 Samary 1996
FONTS  pdobo Type ENC v, FONTS  Adobe Tipet MO s 76,79,
T icirios 6 0. 23820 CEhm Bk omae s .05 00867

Sroiossiona] Braw ENG vokmes T8, 194 20 Page«lwamEVC 3 our Clgfonts
e eiouay umrleased Type1, GG and Colourtonts.

and 52 IFF Clipforts

CLIPART sy cress
Animals(114), < Fanisey(27), Wwse(12). People(73, Pl tgne) o (51 i
1FF col  Birda: Gars, Gats, Dinosaurs, Dogs, Fin, Horses, Lion ol Flowers, Insects, M
Music, Plries, Repties.
Animals. B, Camputers, Foot Logos,Ofce, People IMAGES o 1526 o m
Transpor, USA, Wor Ciassic Cars, Dungeons and Dragons, Dr
o. St ek (05). Greece Hirks, Fomu Meta) e
Cars, Movies, Fobot w ‘White, Woodfoffe and over 67
o e 550 voas Backchope. IFF 16 & 256 coou ornals

Vi (39, Sport (37) Transport (35,

mmals, Tres, Xmas.

s, Blake?, Cars, Conan, Dragon Lance, Fantasy,

ing, Fendors, Reptos, hovcer ;év’;ce‘fn dTu:k

'8 S over 67megabytes of 736 x 566 Video Backrops
R 5ok coou o, o S0...YOU HAVEN'T GOTA CD DRIVE?

Fora mied period, and exclusiely for Amiga C: aders we are
OTHER STUFF offering any volume from the E1 PDrShaveware Toppy disk library at
agestreams updates to version 3.0H, Complete Opalvision2.3b update, NAL‘

bt iy LA el Pas 500 hs novapages o i e ol Geal an yourcscount vucher

ey Bpaf e e Do Pogetoan o
D 1 vy sl Cniios and heaps of oher s Phone for latest prices!

EMC-PHASE 2 PRE RELEASE OFFER...£19.99 +pp...on orders received before 3rd November

Credt cardorders wil o be procoseed uni he day prio to CD'srelease and your OO wil be dspalched the next oay
ostal ordr orders wil ot be c your CD wil s dipatohed the sg
Gheqe ordors sre auact 1 5 working day clearance belore dispatch, Il you wish o receive your a6 posaie after s launch, we
e hon poImASER Alowing U 1o DanK your chadue 5 “working days pror o the G lauheh date

E.M.COMPUTERGRAPHIC
8 EDITH ROAD, CLACTON, ESSEX. CO15 1JU
Tel : 01255 431389 Fax: 01255 428666

E&OE

necuns 1P sayaie o EM.CONPUTER
Cheaues a orking day clars




itmapped images are often seen 2 2
oo cousin to structured cip a1 -
You cantt scale them up without
losing resolution, most images are too low 2
resolution to look good when printed. and

with far greater ease than you could a vector

The only problem you can have with
decent bitmapped cip artis that i is usually
Several times larger than an Amiga wil
happlly display. This means t can be difficu
0 see what you are working on. However,
both DPaint and PPaint have a Show
complete image’ function o that you ¢an see
aversion of the clip scaled down to fit onfo a
Hies laced screen which is something of a
consolation. Of course, ifyou are one of
those people committed enough to buy a
graphics card then you are more likel to be
able to it whatever cip you are editing onto
the screen resolutions available to you.

Even 0, the amount of trouble you have
100 10 10 edit a piece of mono cip art s
minimal. Running DPaint [or PPaint) in only.
two colours means that even o a low-end
machine, the speed at which you can edt
the fle and scroll around the screen s great.
What's more, compositing mono clp art s
child's play. Being able to patch together two
pieces of unrelated imagery takes ltle more
than 2 good d

AT

QA

anundo buffe.
STATIONERY ORDER

For a recent wedding | had to create an

prayers in the order of service. But
there was a ot of blank space on the cover,

ensemble of y der of
senvice, invitations, place cards, leterhead for
thank you notes and finaly a menu. Since my
client my gifriend's brother) didn't want to
fun to four colour printing, | decided to use
Paper Direct’s overprint papers to provide a
nice four colour look, without the expense.

nce the client - his name's Dan, by the.
way, s shorter and easier to spell - had
‘agreed on the design of the paper, | st (0
work designing the layouts of the various
items. We used a three fold brochure for the
order of service and men, 50, reusing the
template | created for the publishing column
a few months back, | set out the hymns and

and there was nathing on page two, the
nteior fap. 1 sugae for the
cover, but the only one | could find
that was vaguely what Dan wanied was
a bouguet of flowers. The only fly in the.
ointment was the brace of glasses
standing next to the flowers

No problem said I 1 fx that n a .
Taking the clip nto DPaint, | swiftly wiped
the offending pixels from the image and
saved it under a different name [no teling
when | might need the original again). This
was then placed on the cover between the
text about Dan and Mayumi (his blushing
bride], and the location and time of the
wedding. | checked the coordinates for the

It's compo time!

In a depanure from the normal programming of the Publishing colurmn, we have a competiion for |

The original

The 198mm was because of the fact that
the image was on the firs third of the sheet of
A4 landscape. to be on the first page. The ciip
for the inside cover needed to be on the third
section of the A4 landscape sheet, 5o | divided
the 297mm that i the length of a sheet of A4
by three and multpled the result by two to
give me the offset (297 + 3= 99 x 2= 198).|

You, dear reader, EM Computergraphic have just aunched the fist part of their assauk on the |
CDROM market with Phase 1, a collection that anyone with even the vaguest iterest in TP or |
graphics should own, and we have five copies of t to give away. And just in case you already
have a copy of Phase 1, you can choose to win Phase 2 or Phase 3 n it place. Here are EMCS
questions (you might need to efer to back isues of Amiga Computing):

added the Welcome message under the
flowers o fll out the page 2 lttle more - t
Just looked right.

It was provident that | didn't overwrite the
original bouguet image, because when we.
went o create the menu, it was decided that
on

0 the Phase 1 Ci

2. Whats the exact release date of the EMIC Phase 2 CD-ROM?
3. With regard to EMC' PD/shareware collection, what is the volume number for the FAST Cars
floppy disk set? |
How many CDs are iying around EMC's current ad?

5. In which year did EMC win the Top Typeface Award?

Send your answers nto:

Phase 1 Compeiton, Amiga Computing, Media House, Adington Park, Macclesield SK10 #NP

the outsde of the three fold brochure, the
interior,in a bizarre twist, should have the
original image, thus restoring the brace of
| glasses to the imagel Not exactly the nadir of
suspense, | know, but it id add a bit of
variety to the menu.

Next month, we wil take a look at
packaging materals, how they are created
and why they are important

The first five correct entries drawn out o the hat il each win a copy of Phase 1, 2.0r 3
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1f we tell you that an item you order is in stock,
and you don't get it within 10 days, it's FREE.

Optional membership scheme:

[
Our promise 10 you
o By cat

S0y 0 beat iy e ofer

' ecp hundreds of hes i sock. e oshen.
o nchame crditdebit ards, {1 Bons it cheme.
i only charged o e e iy prize dw
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e e e i o v
€ never misiead you about o socks. T
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‘Call our sales hotline now (9am to 9pm)

a 0 g g

TR steineis s SO R

Amiga Computing

DECEMBER 1995

AMIGA REPAIRS

FIXED PRICE ONLY £42.99 incl wen s

+ Price includes PARTS, LABOUR, DELIVERY & V)

14 Y
* All upgrades pur trom us ited tree with repair
I FULL DAGOSTICS, seavice Ann S Socest

% I drive or keyboard need replacing
AMIGA A1200 Repairs only 5.52.99 Fully inclusive
SPECIAL
£66.00

A500 Motherboard v7

m ) ROM DRIVE

'A500 Plus Motherboard V8 £64.00
EXTERNAL DRIVE
£29.95  AG00/1200 Internal Drive  £35.95

£65.00 £38.99

A500 nemal Drive

037201 Mg Agus 22430 | 8000 20
213 | Dhe oo 8820

Sor| |Kowar12 a0

ekain 13 s6s0

ol (K om0
Manzos  ces0
|kt 22 1A A
o 200 (L0 oAveS
WE CAN SUPPLY ANY AHIGA

e ntw todul

S000/1200 SPARE PART
'AND KEEP A FULL STOCK |

e T

AT ol S, 16 Lo R, Lot E20FF A lmnumn(\zmu\

| NORTH HARING ROAD, SCARBORGUGH, NORTH YORKGHIE YOI TEV. Tt 01713 176 86
AMIGA - CllD()SE ANY 3 FOR £20.00 OR £8.99 EACH
Pt oy o
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" THIS IS ONLY A SMALL SAMPLE
mes subject to avallbily.
A PHONE CALL uazms voun ORDER Open lays 2 week 900 530
ice inc. P+P (U]
Europe + (200 pa game. Rest of the Workd £300.

- prices may vary.
Cheques or osml Orders ayavle to: Wiard G

WIZARD RD, - YORKS Y012 7EY

Tel I Fax: 01723 31‘!.“50!1”




Imost everyone involved win Mics
uencing develops thesr own

avoured ways of working. Some

things may be forced upon them by

the sequencer they use. other ideas are just
picked up from experience and personal ikes
and distes,

mple, metronome tcks drive me s,
501the fis thing | tend to do when composing is
create a couple of bars of a sitable drum
patern and then paste (dupicate] i throughout
the section Fm working on. This provides a
working thythm framework for getting sarted. It

Jequencing
tricks

verse,
always be assigned to the various sequences,

. chorus, bridge etc., can

4 9 add, duplicate, or
lines and 50 on. The idea with
Use them 0 colect any prlminay eting up everis into
nd then, as your s a separate You might, for

as

example, piays

Ialso tend

verses, choruses, beginnings, ends and o on in
refatve solation, and only having created

stored,
in the final arangement, Dr Ts KCS, Bars & events tht sfec the voicesfo the various
Pipes, and many other sequencers provide Midichannels that are in use. That way, all

THe

that allow this P
and

as isolated sequences!

No matter what sequencer you us, the chances are youl end up using ar more tracks than you
really need whie you ae actualy creating a ong. You migh, for example. experiment with halt
ozen ideas for a crum break at e end of @ prticular section of 2 50ng before deciding on the

Ifyouve used quencer, you might well
find that each loop repea creates @ new tack [a t oes with D T KCS|

Sure. you can mute the unwanted ones as 2 temporary Mmezsure, but by the tme yolive got 3
couple of dozen umwanted racks e this flabing around, things will be getting a bt messy and
this can lead to sy mistakes being made. | fnd 1 best to mix down the tracks assoiated with
arious Midi chamnels fairy frequently in order 0 keep the number of acks in use 10 a feasonable
level,

With some sequencers you just have to delte unwanted tracks. With others fie r Ts KCS,
however, you can write al racks 10 a single sequence, switch to Song mode and piace that
sequence into a song, and then ask KCS to wrte the sequence back to the tape deck (using the
Song To Tracks option. As t does ths, KCS spits the sequence 5o that all events from each Mid

rack and ths, of course
alyour previous track ayouts.

o a simiar thing with Sequencer One Plus by saving the composition as 3 Midi le and
then importing it back ino the sequencer again. Bars & Pipes, of course, provides auto loo
faciities which let you record up to eight loop sections that get placed in temporary store. At the
end of the loop recording you'e abe to fsten to al the various versions and then select the one
Youwish to keep - Bars & Pipes then discards al the other versions

Amiga Computing|
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Paul Oueraa
outlines a
few tips and
tricks to
simplify your
Midi
sequencing
life




Imagine what
you could do with...

...Newtek LightWave 3D v.4

(in s
The definitive 3D rendering and
animation software package.
As used in Babylon 5.
Sea Quest DSV, Star Trek NG,
Star Trek Voyager, Golden Eye.

Desktop Images Videos
Modeler |, Modeler 2, Camera and
lighting techniques, Displacement
mapping, morphing and bones,
Surfaces and textures, including new

on Thornton tapes.

Leo Martin's Surface Pro
: for LightWave 3D
Collection of 60 surfaces
and textures.

ombo Collection
24 different real world images for
Lightwave 3.
Macrosystem Warp Engine
he ultimate accelerator
Fast SCS1 2 Controller,
RAM expansion for Amiga 3000
and Amiga 4000.
DPS Personal Animation
Recol
Broadcast Quality Video System,
SunRise AD516 Studio 16
DAT quality post production system.

Warthogs
166MHz — 275MHz — 300MHz

R?’

UTTING MULTIMEDIA 1O WORK

We sell the tools to

Loads of
new add-ons
for LightWave
= Phone for
latest
details

fire your

magination.

Sales and credit card hotline

0171 721 7050




fyou use your Amiga for video
titing and graphics you almost
certainly need to use fonts on a

reqular bas's to provide the necessary lettering

huge number of fonts out there that you may
ot yet have access to because they are in a
format which your favourite software cannot
read? Wouldn't you like more variation than
your current font collection provides - and
have fonts in a format which are useful to
sod ek here g 3 e which might
help you hat
Frsly, st you a it bit about fonts
and the Amiga. In the early days, just about
the only fonts an Amiga could use were either
single colour bitmapped [1.e. where each fetter
is composed of ixed patterns of pixels, just
ke images or brushes] or in formas specific
only to particular programs. Time passed, and
multi<coloured bitmap fonts, called ColorFonts
{which could contain anything up 1o 16
colours|, began to appear.

The best known of these are KaraFonts,
several of which have been bundied with
DeluxePaint over the years. ColorFonts, like
bitmapped fonts, are only produced in spes
siges, and trying to resize them usually re
in the jagges,either by making the pixet
more evident or by removing pixels which
hefped smooth the shape of a etter. On the
other hand, the great advantage of
ColorFonts i that new lettering could be
designed in all inds of styles — granite,
bevelled, camouflaged and much more,
extending the creative scope for both
producers and users, though not il programs
can take advantage of them.

ALL-CHANGE

The introduction of AmigaDOs 2.1 brought
big changes because it made CGFonts (aka
Compugraphic or Intelifont) available for the
fist time. Unlike bitmap fonts, which have
only fixed size ranges, CGFonts are
mathematically based (or vector] fonts,
meaning they can be resized smoothiy at al
times and that virtually any sized lettering can
be produced from a single data file, uiike
bitmaps, which require separate fles for each
text size.

‘Once CGFonts had been introduced,
programmers started to incorporate their use
into software 50 that programs ke DPaint and
Scala (10 name but twoj could load and
display them directy, scaling them on the fly
as necessary. Of course, the screen text i sl
made up of pixels, since that's how computer
monitors work, but the font's fidelity was
much improved and, for the most part. the
worst of the jaggies were consigned to the bit
bucket.

But it takes a fast Amiga to successfully
manipulate CGFonts onto screen in anything
approaching reaktime, because the fonts have
to be scaled and translated as bitmaps on
screen, By using the Fountain program
supplied with Workbench, you can skip this
step by producing bitmap fonts from CGFonts
and saving them at the sizes you require. OF
course, saving these bitmaps requires disk
space and large text sizes need quite a ot of
space, 50 users without hard drives need to
carefully consider their font needs before they

[ o e ottt o the Ao, bt e aed
b

aailable to
fimiga video
producers

start converting large amounts of CGFonts
into bitmaps,

The last major font type wel consider is
Postscript fonts (sometimes aiso known as
PSFonts). These are based on  format
popularised by Adobe Systems and hundreds
perhaps thousands, of these fonts are
available - many of them as shareware. Like
CGFonts, PSFonts are scaleable, though there.
aren't many Amiga video programs which can
use them directly, 50 they will usually require
conversion to either CGFonts or Amiga
bitmaps

‘Many of the CGFonts in sharewa
commercial collections have been converted
from shareware PSFons with SoftLo
TypeSmith or Alternative Image's AZA
programs. Owners of Gold Disk's Proes
Page 4 DIP program can somet
the FoniManager program to convert P
to CGFonts and then Fountain to produce
bitmaps if necessary, 50 long as either th

FM or AFM data files are aiso availabi
the original PSFont.

50 you can see that a very wide range of
fonts are availabl, in one way or another, for
Amiga use, but you should reaiise that if you
are doing video work with your Amiga they
will aways be displayed on screen as bitmaps

witn

s s sch kol 0 wil
il te rds jaggedness if the screen

esolution s 100 low. The be

duced by either
allasing functions (f
intialasing utilty such as

Zenis AntiA, or by judiciously adding
n  pixels a citcal points 10 smooth
into the background. Be aware that
using a genlock to key graphics over
ideo,th efec o atialasing i unikely to
improve the result because its very dificuit to
produce anti-aliasing against a constantly
changing background fike video, and you'd
be better advised to employ distinctve
coloured borders for your text o highlight the
edges against the video background.

Next month
Hhorw oo e b e,

You can exmail Gary Whiteley as
drgaz@cix compuiink co Uk

Amiga Computing




-—*‘I READER OFFER

L1 3 ¥ " [low you've had a chance to see what
] 2 «  our coverdisis can do, why not upgrade
L to the full version of Mand2000

Av: 29,
Mandzooo Ll der form I ® The release version of Mand2000 2.0 is

Please rush me:
[] Mand2000 at $29.95
[ ] Mand2000 CD-ROM at §44.95

Deliver to:

release version for the discounted price of
$29.95.

@ There is also a Mand2000 CD-ROM

containing the full release version of the

sokwave plus a full CD-ROM worth of images
and ions in a wide variety of resolutions.

Please send your order form
Micro R&D, Attn: Amiga compwmg Mand2000 Ofter,
7210 Street, Loup Cily, NE 68853, U

LA--———--——---J

Address

Postcode D’uynmt phone ® The CD-ROM.
I wish to pay by: version is

] Credit card regularly priced

regularly priced at $44.95. However, all Amiga
i Computing readers can upgrade to the

.95, but
SN DT ] (BT EERM R oo (e ) Amﬁ Computing

at

I readers can

FAST AMIGA
REPAIRS

FAULTY TROUBLESOME
COMPUTER??

CALL FOR COLLECTION OR
PERSONALLY DELIVER TO THE
EXPERTS FOR FAST RELIABLE
REPAIR OF YOUR AMIGA
FOR ONLY

.
* NO OBLIGATION FREE QUOTE

'WE REPAIR TO COMPONENT LEVEL
A500, A600, 1200, 1500, 2000, 3000, 4000 & CD32

FREE GIFT WITH EVERY REPAIR
PLEASE SPECIFY

957 SUCCESS RATE ON ALL COMPUTERS
4 DOOR 70 5008 COECTION OF TOUR COMPUTER

144 AN T, WS G LONBON 624G
Call FAST on 0171 252 3553

CHEAP Repairs and Spiares
[DIHBE] EQIE'IQ

- com S s
B g1

Orive Repeirs Paa Chip...._. £1499

et o e

e con 3500 ]

L) Singa it o8

M m i oy e

s ety ]
prert R i
" s
Amvn—vs‘wryum ‘ i g’g:
' Year waranty. Allow 7 0 21 days fordeivery

WANTED am + Pmrl  Orders payable to:

it o, L

. Ay
01332] 2‘1 2 (0?532) 231219
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POWER

Cb—-RE

The Power CD-ROM for the Amiga
600/1200 plugs directly into the
PCMCIA port and provides a direct
SCSI-1 and SCSI-I interface, allowing

yo six additional devices to be
connected. What's more the Power
CD-ROM features a ‘Hot-plug’ which
allows you to connect and disconnect
the CD-ROM and any other additional
devices even when the Amiga is
switched o

The CO-AOM drve comes with o 5C3
interface, PSU, manual,

e el Bl ey
includes Audio CD, CD32 Emulator,
MPEG Film Decoder and Photo CD.

AMIGA 600/1200

X2 SPEED CD-ROM incsauimaet . £179
X4 SPEED CD-ROM inc souitnet £249
AMIGA 4000
DOUBLE SPEED CD-ROM £139
QUAD SPEED CD-ROM £199
AMIGA 4000 SCSI-INTERFACE . .£129

SCS1INTERFACE REQUIRED FOR A4000

POWER

-0

quad-speed

SCSIID COOUNG
SWITCH * PAN

v 2w

double-speed

551 CONNECTORS

scsi

Auio

“DUAL SPEED CO-ROM CASING DIFFERS FROM ONE SHOWN

@

VIPER

starting from

£119.95

[
The Viper 28 can have up to 128M8
RAM installed, full Kickstart remapping,
optional SCSI-II adaptor, on-boar
battery backed clock, 68882 co
processor, instruction and data burst
modes

VIPER 28 MKII BARE £119.95
VIPER 28 MKII 2MB. £199.95
VIPER 28 MKII 4MB. £259.95
VIPER 28 MKII 8B £399.95
VIPER 28 MKIl 16MB £569.95

The Viper 50 can have up to 128MB
RAM installed, and the same features

as the Viper 28
VIPER 50 BARE £199.95
VIPER 50 2M8 £279.95
VIPER 50 4MB £349.95
VIPER 50 8MB £479.95
VIPER 50 16MB £649.95

01234 273000 POWER COMPUTING LTD

44A/B STANLEY STREET
01234 352207 BEDFORD MK41 7RW o

(]

£249

uad-speed

£179*
dual=speed
CD-ROM SOFTWARE

GHTWAVE 30 ENHANCER . £38.95
CDBOOT 1 :zs
Wokis o

R (zs

GAMERS DELIGHT EZS
GOLDFISH £25
LIGHT ROM ... £39
MAGIC ILLUSIONS £10
MEETING PEARLS VOL 1 £10
MEETING PEARLS VOL 2 £10
THE LIGHT WORK £34
THE BEAUTY OF CHAOS £12
NET £12
AMINET SET 1 £25
WA £39
FRESH FISH & £25
GATEWAY VOL 1 ... £9.95

U complate with crystal, Plasse
state for Blizard compatibility.

20MHZ FPU PLCC £20.95
3IMHZ FPU PLCC . £39.95
gt £60.95
SOMHZ FPU £89.95
Sl INTERFACE wren e £69.95
4M8 SIMM £139
8MB SIMM £279

A1200 8MB RAM card which uses 1 x
32 SIMMs and is PCMCIA friendly.

PC1208 BARE . £59.95
PC1208 1MB £89.95
PC1208 2MB £129.95
PC1208 amB ... £189.95
PCI2088MB ........... £329.95

WARP ENGINES




ine a world where light

doesn't move in waves...

Cinemad4D

Free Cinema4D Demo Disk

Please send me some more information on CinemadD,

iR A e
(or higher) and with 2Mb, or mre,of free memory.
Name:

Address:

Post Code:

ca also obain a Cinemad D demo pack
by callng HiSof, rsphone, on 0500 223660

HiSoft Systems is proud to present Cinema4D - a new world of
Amiga ray-tracing. CinemadD is packed with power-user features
that will satisfy even the most demanding users. Moreover, at £199
inc., CinemadD does not carry a power-user price tag.

Cinema4D provides an casy-to-use multi-tasking editor replete
with every conceivable option including window-based realtime

interactive modelling, modelling directly in 3D, basic and complex
primitives with uncountable variations, easy object manipulation,
moveable tool, object and texture lists, definable object hierarchies,
optimised versions for 68020 (A1200 etc.) & FPUs and much more!

The CinemadD animator brings you even closer to the world of
“virtual reality, breathing life into objects and scenes. It doesn't
matter whether you want to have your spaceship dock with a new
spacestation, or take a tour around the darkest dungeon - with
CinemadD it's so simple. With just a few mouse clicks you will
have your objects move realistically through time and space.

Cinema4D runs on all Amigas with a minimum of 3MB RAM, and
Kickstart 2 or higher. Cinema4D supports all Amiga and graphic
card modes (HAM, HAMS, 24-bitetc.) and recognised file formats
(Imagine, Sculpt, DXE, Reflections, etc.).

The world-beating Cinema4D is

available from all good Amiga L]
st Litime i 1So t
sy ditcuies | e A WA &
e ——

hotline on 0500 223660, armed with The Old School, Greenfield

your credit or debit card or you can Bedford MK45 5DE Ul
“end us s cheque or postal onders. Tel: +44 (0) 1525 718181
Please add £3 P&P for despatch o Fax: +44 (0) 1525 713716
K, €6 for hisoft@cix.compulink.co.uk
papeslpienl ke

addresses within the



